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TIMBER OF CANADA.

InTaRESTING Avbkbss v Hox, Jo KN Warp, ur MuNTRRAL, QUK.

EFORE the Natural History Society, of Montreal,
a fortnight since, Hon. J. K. Wurd, one of the
veteran lumbermen of Canadr, delivered an  exceed-
ingly instructive address Business-like he launched
into his subject as follows * “l do not purpose on this
occasion to take up much of your tinme with preliminary
remarks, other than to say that, having received my
education, in the work shop qnd the woods, on the
deive and in the saw mill, 1 will flatter myself that vou
will think with me that this is sufficient reason why 1
should nat attempt to address the learned, butif I can
succeed in imparting a few practical ideas i regard to
economizing our supply of commercial timber, 1 will
feel that my effort has not been in vain. My aim will be
to speak only of what it has been my fortune to learn in
the rough school of experience.
1 will proceed with my paper on the lumber industry
of the Dominion in the following order -

First, the quantity of lumber manufactured, and the
extent of t.-"itory on which it is made, and whence our
future supply is to be derived.

Secandly, the importance of this trade in a comm.er-
cial and economic point of view. Next, some points
its history, and a short notce of some of those mien who
have taken a prominent part in developing the tiade.

The figures as toarea and uantiues are given approsi-
mately, as 1 consider it is eatremely difficult to estunate
the quantity of yood timber on such a vast territory as
Canada. [ have never seen two lurmbermen agree as to
what a single linit of 50 miles contams. In my exper-
ience of 30 years I have known men who could find
nothing on a limit worth gomng afier, while others have
worked and done well on the same terntoty. There are
about 6,000 sawmills in the Dominion, employing dusing
the season of, say, 130 days, not less than 135,000 men
in and mound the mills, sawing, pmhing, shippng, ctc.
In the woods during winter, getting out the lcgs and
tin.ber, and river driving, there are about the same num-
ber. Sia thousand wills, averiging 400,000 fi. per season,
<eakes up the apparent output of ail the mills, Thns
quantity is sawed in a single day by some of the larger
mills, while many of the smaller mills do not turn out
200,000 in the season.  The difference in the apparent
output of the mills—that is, 2,300 million—and that re.
turnc.’ as cut on public lands 1s made up as taken off
private lands and the Crown Lands of Nova Scota, of
which we have no returns.

‘Che area under hcense in the different provinces is
about 100,000 squate miles, yielding annually (1893)
about 2,500 million fect b. m. of sawed lumber, pine ind
spruce principally, and hewn tmber divided as follows
amony the different provinces :

Ontario—7,140,000 logs, producing 728,000,000 feet b,
m,, ptincipally pine ; 40,000 pieces white and red pine,
42,000,000 feet b. m.; 133,000 pes boom timber, 2,000,000
feet b. m.; average size of pine and spruce logs, go fect;
ordinary revenue, $939,000.00; ex bonus, $938,000.00 ;
area under license, 21,500 umles; area unoccupied,
17,000 miles.

Qucbec—Arca under license, 48,000 miles, producing
spruce and pine logs, 6,170,000, cqualling 683,000,000
feet L. m.; producing pine, sprucc and birch timber,
18,500,000 fect b.m.; ratlroad ties and other wood,
22,500 pieces, 12,000,000 feet b.m.; pulp cedar, ctc,
10,000 cords ; revenue, $892,000.

New Brunswick—Area under license, 6,000 miles,
producing pine and sprace logs, 87,000,000 b.m.; hem-
lock logs, 7,000,000 b.m.; cedar, 1.4 000,000 b. m.; tama-
rac, 1,400,000 b.in.; 14,700 cubic feet pine and hard-
wood timber, 176,400 L. 1n.; 12,000 boom sticks, 240,000
b. m.; revenue and bonus, 102,000.

Biitish Columbia—Area under lease, 1,200 miles, pro-
ducing 80,000,000 b. m fir iund cedar ; 10,000,000 cedat
shingles. The 1imber produced in British Columbia
being <o much !arger than is found in the cast requires
a vesy different equipment to handle it than is used n
this part of the country.

Manitoba and territories—Area under license, 2,200
wmiles, producing pine and spruce logs, 24,000,000 feet

b. m.; 10,000 railroad ties, 320,000 feet b. m.; 2,000,000
shingles ; 5,000,000 laths ; revenue, $70,000.

Large as the foregoing is, it only forns one-quarter of
the sawn lumber received in Great Britain, and one.
sixteenth of the timber, the great proportivn being the
product of the north of Europe and Southern States.
While not an alarist as to our supply of pine umber, 1
cannot but consider the wanton waste of it a sm, when
so much good lumber has been and is being thrown
away. A mistake is made by our mill men in not having
wore sawing capacity than the fast mills now n use
possess, sawing, as they do, in 12 hows 40,000 0t 50,000
feet with one circular saw, Too much haste is required
to do this, when more money might be got out of the
same logs, by employing two sets of saws, with the
necessary trimming machinery, and doing the work with
less speed. It does seem as if the lumbermen of the
past, as well as many of the present day, entertuned the
idea that the supply of pine in Canada was inexhausuble
and were anxious to get rid of it as quickly as possible.

With our vast amount of hardwood, whicl is fast com-
ing into use, with the facilities of getting it to market, as
well as the modern sachinery for manipulauny it, along
with the great quamiity of wood supply, saidte be in
British Columbia, all this, with the natural increase, it
fire + an be kept at bay, we can teasonably conctude that
the end of our foiest supply is a good way off, When
that time comes 1 hope a substitute will be found.

The carrying trade and commerce is largely indebted
to the forest. There is more tonnage employed un the
St. Lawrence and canals in conveying lumber and
timber to market than on any other commodity., Que-
bec was once the greatest timber and ship building port
in the world. Forty years ajo as many as forty to fifty
ships were built in a single year. Now there is not one.
In years gone by as many as 600 sailing ships visited
the port in the spring and fall, taking away 300,000,000
feet b. m. of timber and lumber, as much as 18,000,000
cubic feet of square timber were shipped in a season.
Last season about 3,000,000. Its once famous coves and
wharves are deserted and falling to pieces, most of the
pine deal business “eing done at Montreal that was
formerly transacted at Quebec.”

SUGGESTIONS FOR FOREST PRESERVATION.

Mr. Ward emphasized the necessity of preserving the
forests from fire, quoting at length from Hen. Peter
White on the question. Continuing the lecturer said :
“In selling lands to setilers, | would make it a condition
of sale that 20 actes in every 100 should be given free
and that it should be forever kent as woodland.  To the
uninitiated,” travelling throug'. the woods after the
shantymen have taken all they think worth taking, he
would hardly notice that the chopper had been there,
except for seeing an occasional stump, a few chips, or
a top of a tree, the great bulk of the timber remaining to
hold back the water in its natural beds, and to prevent
sudden rises and falls in the rivers, which oftentimes
cause serious damage by overflowing the banks or be-
coming so low that they refuse to do the work they once
performed with ease.  To avoid these troubles and have
our country remain well wooded for many years, it isbut
necessary 1o give the trees indigenous to it, leave to
grow, and there will be no necessity to plant. I have
no doubt but that much of the land that has been de-
nuded of its timber would in a very few years be covered
with a spontancous growth of wood, and so prevent our
country from becoming an arid waste, by utilizing only
that portion of it which cin be profitably worked.

‘To an inexpericnced eye there may be hardly an evi-
dence at first glance of the disappearance of the pine,
The hardwoods with which the pine is interspersed are
usually left standing to a considerable extent, and so are
the smaller pine, sn that even a well cut country will
stilt lock splendidly wooded. No doubt the time will
come when 1t will be carefully re-rropped. But the
cammercial value is largely gone, and with it the natural
desirability, for the cutting of the pine greatly lessens
the value of the woods as vast reservoirs, holding the
snows in spring and the rains of sunmer, so as to feed
steadily the innumerable streams of the water sheds.
Consequently, spring floods and summer droughts for
the cleared landsin the valleys follow close on the
lumberman’s axe. A cettain amount of attention has
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been aroused by the rapid retirement of the pine.  Some
pohuical action has been taken. Bad as the axe i, fire
is worse, The Ontano Government has recenthv a.
tempted to enforce strict precantons against fire, snd v
has also appropriated as a provincial park an enormayg
reserve near Lake Nipissme, thirteen hundred somare
miles, of which mne hundred are pine timber, situated
on one of the chief natural watersheds of the provnce
But a great deal more than this is necessary of the
Canadian pine forests arc not soon to disappear like the
tracts of Mawne, \We cannot urge tao strongly on the
government to set apart all lands not suitable for making
a decent home for the settler. Much of the land tha
they are tempted to go on is not worth the trouble of
clearing ; 1t 1s only the presence of the Jumbermn, in
many cases, that enables ham to exist.  The question of
revenue 1s of unportance, as well as other consideranons
in not destroying the forests and the country of its
puincipal source of wealth.

The product of the forest is disposed of abant as
follows :

Exporied sawn lumber and timber. ... ..ot .$24.000.000 «

260 million feet b m sawlogs...... ... .ee. . 208,000

Railroad ties. pulpwood, tark 27,000 »u

The first timber shipped to Europe from Canada was
sent from Quebec to Larocelle by Talonin 1667. .ca.
Hocquart shipped timber and boards’ to Rochefua i
1735.  In 1823, 300 cargoes were shipped from Quibed.

RFMINISCENCES OF THE LUMBER TRADE.

In the casly part of the present century the Mont
morency mills were cstablished by a Mr. Usbotrne. M,
Peter Patterson, a ship curpenter by trade, who hid
spent some time in Russia, became an employe ot Mr,
Usboirne’s, and finally propnietor of the property, and
became one of the largest manufacturers of lumber
Canada. Sir John Caldwell established mulls at Kiviere-
du-Loup en Bas and at Etchenun, The late Wilnam
Price, father of the Han. J. Price, of Quebec, established
large wills at Chicoutimi, St. Alexis, L'Anse-St. Jean,
St. Etienne, Batiscan, Matane and many other plices,
leaving an immense business to his sons, which 15 now
conducted by the son before named.  Thelate Allan Gl
mour, and relations of the same nawme, carried on for many
years a large business on the North Nation, the tian-
neau and Mississippi (Canada), and at Trenton, Ont, the
younger branches of the family continumg the busmess.

Philomene Wright, one of the first lumbermen on the
Ottawa river, came from Woburn, Mass., in the Umted
States, arntiving at the Chaudicre Falls—or the Asucoy,
as called by the Indians—as early as the year 1700, ht
was not till 1797 that he finally decided to make i
home in Canada, and on the 20th of October 179, he
and two companions pitched upon the site of the future
city of Hull. He finally quitted Woburn for Canadaon
the 2nd of February, 1800. He was accompanied by
five families, and had in his train fourteen horses, cight
oxen and seven sleighs.  The first tree was felled onthe
site of the homestead on the 7th of March, of the same
year. He brought the first square timber from the Ot-
tawa to Quebscin the year 1807.  He built the first slide
on the Hull side of the river in 1829. He was clected
the first member to represent the County of Ouawatn
1830. He died in 1839, and sleeps, an honored mem.
ory, in the little cemetery on the Aylmer road.  I'hio-
mene Wright built his first saw and grist mills in 1808 ;
they were, unfortunately, burned down, but were tehuilt
in 60 days.

About cighteen years prior to this the first saw null on
the Ottawa had been built at Point Fortune, by » M.
Story. It boasted one upright saw, and it is 1ccorded
that when the man in charge gigyed back the canuage
for a fresh cut, he would sit down on the log to take bis
dinner, and was about through by the time the cui was
finished. With our present saws the same can be done
in four seconds.

Among our successful lumbermen have been thelate
James McLaren, of Buckingham ; Peter McLaren, of
Perth ; Bronson, Weston & Co., Perley & Patee, ;. R.
Booth, Alex. Fraser, of Westmeath ; W. Mackey, and
the late firm of Hamilton Bros., whuse father wasone
of the first 1n the trade at Hawkesbury, Ont.  Many
others have taken an active part in the business, with
more or less success.

West of the Rocky Mountains, Canada, contains vast



