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HERE is nothing, per-
haps, eoncerning whieh
the publie is more cur-
ious and knews less

m i about than the manner
ini whieh the great daily

volume of comnmercial telegraph busi-
ness is handled.

The inner workings of the metropoli-
tan newspaper is to the majority au
enigma, but the operation of the tele-
grapli to the uninitiated is a puzzle
inflnitely greater.

To the old-time telegrapher whose
pou indited "copper plate" copy and
whose clearly enunciatedl Morse was
like musie to the ear, telegraphy was
an art and it had its recompense iu ac-
complishinent and renown.

Defending the old systein an old-
timer the other day remarked faceti-
ously: «They may boast of their new-
!angled schoines with a 'Bug, a Tin
Can and a Mill-(new mechanical de-
vices used by operators), but in the
old days when 1 took press report in
New York City I had to take nine
carben copies with a stylus." This
did not seem to iniply anything plie-
nomenal until he added sententiously,
"And mind you, I had te turn eut the
bottoun copy ini German for the Staata
Zeitung!" Rather extravagant? Nev-
ertless, some remarkable feats were
performed, the cbief difflculty being
that only comparatively few attained
to the higlior degree of the art.

Modern telegraphic inventions do
not dip ýo deep into the intricate ms
te engble the telegraplier te manifold
bis copies in different languages, but
to-day hoe does receivo pross reports at

the larger nlewNs-gathiering agencies on,
wax stencil;- coxbining the eperation,
Of receiving press reports in a phoni-
etie forin, doubling the old rate o!
Speed, translating it into English andf
typig it in full at the saine time
direct f rom the wire. The stencil IN
then passed throuigh a cyclograpli and
one hundred copies of thoe report tumu-
ed out in one minute ready for distri-
bution to the newspapers whose edli-
tors may revise to suit their particular
journals.

The profession lias become more me-
chanical, more prosaie, yet more scien-
tîfically systematic, and,' in some re-
spects, mollifying the higli tension se
SUPerÎnduceive te nervous strain on
the operater o! "heavy»' wires.

Continual expansion o! business de-
manded beth inereased wire facilities
and anl increase in the capacity o!wires. These exigencies have beEýn
largely met by the invention o! ini-
strumnents whieh increase the capaeity
o! Single circuits unany !eld. Like-ise, inechanical devices have belpod
te increase the capacity and efflicny
o! the workman, while xnany thons..
ands Of miles e! copper wire strung
fer new circuits aud to replace irouwires have given advantage of longer
successfully operated circuit.

Iu the beginning the télegraphjo
signais were recorded by a needie
which performed marks corrhspond-
ing te those transmitte&. In certaini
respects science lias brouglit the auto-
matie telegrapli back to frt~ prin-
ciples, witli the added advantge, <>f
reproducing the eopy printed in fu
instead o! merely the. symbol,


