
CAIUS GRACCHUS,

-.n:these days,,indeed, tragedies are "p entyaslblàckberres, and
suallyare a Most as mawkîsh, and mou er neary tsson; ut the

nanie. of Knowles gwe'promise of somethmg af anoher an a better
order than the si þlyroductiòns ô rosmance in its cotage., -e alone
în-.our, day has: writtena play which hves on the stage and however
xoinions may, ifer. äs to its derec oir nient nò,one ca d<ny ta it

h praise oy ivid action,,of truc domestie pathos and of picturesque
arrangemnent mi the prncipal scenes. It is.something; mn these ays ta
have one dratit whotrsts i:the sim ple srength. i the a tioins
* ýwl des not thinl it 'neèessary ta-siear ver-the rue fre.gf;ld
'time vith a mode n aishoi to tricl oit is ci tes n thefaded
i Dwers oèsntinntélj aéy.' :Mr Kinwslias ffu ts ; ihis"f-
ten 'careless, now'and then extravagant; but there is a spirit ,of trutl
and nature in his dranas whicl ill redcem a thousand fhults, mad live.
in .spite of themn.-

Caius Gracchus will scarcely takesa deep root asVginius, because
its storv is soinferior in intc-est b ut it ill add ta the reputationof the
author vith ail vhoadiii'd the puieât excelleicsf its, frmor rol.
Its incidents afe a poltion i anoblelstory; but iby do not stand
out from it unlike all se, sthoefVîrginius and its;domestic inter-
est is not so closely involved. in, itsvery texture Itishews us, indeed,
young valour nippeduin its'early bloom; glorius aspiraiions suddenly
chilled by ingiatitude 'id deatl and thé aiii struggle. of generous
sympathy for the wrongs Ôf.the.peopléytith unbendng power, repaid
as it bas been a' urndred timnes in the grent tragedy oflf'el But these
incidents are fnot of the same heart-toucling kin îvitli those which
;bring.on tlie fate ofthe sweetWginia; whièh concentiatejthe .inteiest
ina fair victim; whom the first af:dramnatists slould draw,: and Miss
.Foote aloneshàuld personate ; wvhich econcil the, wayward heartt
.care foithe,.wrongs of a nation,,when theyar:concentrated in thäf-
ferings of an innocent, girl. Mr. Knowlès has-notr been tempteà bytle
.difficulty ofi is subject ta 'violate the fruth of.bisory;and ta destroy the
.zimplicity of a classicsçene bytlie iirodiiçtion 'f baribaric ornainents
.or romantic episodes ;' icli we ta e to e ln smallpas ise. ls ]atest
play is less t.inged with.th é sad enbroidery of poetic thought thian is
Iirst, in the same proportion tlat its story has less of poetry in tsweb
an instance ofnoble.forbearance, and aproof toourfelings atast,
of thé îenuineness o the author's;dramatic power The diction af
Caius Gracchus is generally simple and nervous, ;occasiinallylaxand
vordy, and no and then hàrsh and unpleasing, but neverturgid or

]ifeless. Its chief merthoweverconsists in the perpetual play and in
terchange of passion and adtia, aiid in the indvial mam the
characters .


