
ABUNDANCE OF LAKES 2?
Horton Mountains, running nearly north and south, and 
twenty miles beyond begins another chain of hills, traversing 
east and west, the North Mountain and the South Moun­
tain, the former of which is washed by the Bay of Fundy. 
Between these two ridges lie the fertile Annapolis and 
Cornwallis valleys.

To the great inequality of the surface of the soil is 
due the prevalence of so many lakes, the largest in the 
peninsula being Rossignol, twenty miles from Liverpool up 
the Mersey River. There used to be a great uncertainty con­
cerning the dimensions of this inland lake—which Haliburton 
thought was thirty miles long ; but it is now known to be 
twelve miles in length by eight broad. The difficulty 
seems to have arisen by confusing it with adjoining lakes, 
of which there are numerous others in the vicinity. About 
Yarmouth, at the southern extremity of the Province, 
there are no fewer than eighty ; while, as to Cape Breton 
Island, the whole interior of the southern half is one vast 
lake. A chain of lakes almost crosses the Province between 
Halifax and Cobequid Bay, suggesting many years ago a 
junction by canal. A company was formed and work 
begun, but nothing came of it. Another such chain nearly 
unites the source of the Gaspereaux in King’s Country with 
that of Gold River in Lunenburg. Many of these thousand 
and one lakes which bejewel the entire interior of New 
Scotland are of great beauty, containing timbered islands, 
whose foliage, together with that of the surrounding hills, 
is most variegated and attractive, especially in autumn, 
when the scarlet of the maple, the yellow of the birch, 
and gradations of green of the oak, elm, and pine, present


