CHAPTER XVIII

HOME

FITTING conclusion to this, as to every
enterprise or labour, is “ Home” ; home,

the miner’s cabin, what he built it of, and

how he built it. What he built it of was always
what he could find adjacent to the site he chose,
and as the prevailing timber of the region is
spruce and poplar, the walls and roof consisted
of logs of those trees, of such size and length as the
party of one or more who were to house them-
selves in it could conveniently handle. The roof
consisted of small poles laid from ridge-pole to
the wall on either side ; on this series of beams,
as they might be termed, was put a layer of the
moss found so abundantly in the country, of a
depth of about a foot ; on this was placed about
an equal thickness of the clay of the place. This
made a close, warm roof, and in summer-time,
unless the rain fell unusually heavy, it was dry too.
After the size of the building had been decided
on, a space somewhat larger in extent was cleared
of the surface moss, leaves, and sticks ; on this
the two first logs were laid parallel to each other,
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