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who reached Quebec in the summer of 1625. His
first impulse on landing was to proceed imme-
diately to the Huron country to begin the study
of the language and prepare himself for his min-
istry; and he was about to start on the long and
trying journey up the Ottawa when the news of
the murder of the Recollect, Nicholas Viel, con-
trived by treacherous pagan Hurons on the route
he would have to pass, made his superior take no
risks; Father Charles Lalemant recalled him to
Quebec to await a more favorable moment.

A whole year elapsed before the opportunity

. of going presented itself again; mean-
His irst while, as a preparation for his future
career among the Hurons, the young
missionary decided to taste its trials and hardships
nearer home. In order to inure himself more thor-
oughly in the ways of savage life, he spent the
winter of 1625-1626 among the Montagnais, a tribe
living along the Lower St. Lawrence. The lan-
guage of this tribe differed from that of the Hurons,
but Brébeuf knew that the time spent in acquir-
ing it would not be lost; it could not fail to be useful
some day. That first experience among the sav-
ages during the rigors of a Canadian winter would
have broken the spirit of a man less hardy than he,
but his “iron frame and unconquerably resolute
nature” were proof against such bitter trials. In
those long winter months his days were spent
following the Indians on the chase, his nights in
bark wigwams suffering from cold and hunger,
breathing an atmosphere foul with the smoke of
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