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iv NOTE TO TUR POUIITII EDITION,

coiitribuiloii to history, and us furiiisliiug to Amorican roftJora a vast

deal inuro aciiiruto, ruliublo, ami iriturustitij^ infurination about A(n«ricu*

Vu8^)iU!iUi), ttiau had ovur boon givuu bufuru.

Cambridfjc, May Oth, I860.

Gknti.kmkn ;— I Iiavo read with iniirh iiitt'rest "Tho Lilb and Voyagon

of Anmricus Vospucius," as containiiii^ a Hpiritcd bkutch of tlio uvcntd

connected with tho early dirtooveries iii America, and especially as pre-

Henting a translation of tho original lettera of Vespucuus, and oth"

njHlerials of much historical vahiu drawn from original soureus. I look

upon it as a work filling p.u iniportaut ^ipacu in tho early history of the

New World, as conveying to A.nerican readers a mass of curious fact*,

which t'uuld ho obtained only from various books difficult to bo procured,

and in foreign hmguagea. Ilespuctfully and truly yours,

Jakgd KrAUKS.

Tho following, which is but one of numerous uoticea of this work in

tho leading journals of Europe, appeared in tho "Espero," the chief lite-

rary authority of Genoa

:

" We aro glad to learn that u translation of this valuable historic work,

written by Mr. Lester, who has for some years so ably and acceptably dis-

clmigod tho duties of tho Araorican Consulate in this city, is in course of

propii ration by experienced and accomplished hands. Our readers all

know li')w niueh Italy has already been indebted to America for the illus-

Unlioii < 'f some of tho brightest passages in our history. Mr. living's book

put U.1 inunediately into possession of all tho authentic materials that had

come to li.rht, up to tho period of its i>ubIication ; and all Italy opened

it« hi lit to receive fho 'Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus.'

"Tiie ]iublication of Mr. Lester's ' Vespucius,' has placed us under a

new »)!(.ig;ition, because, althougli the work is not so voluminous as Mr.

Irving's, it is far more original, and has thrown great light upon a sub-

ject thr.t IkkI not attracted among Italian writers tho attention which it

deserved. It h singular that, with the exception of liandiui, wh'^ . te

a small work on tho subject, nothing really of miK;h value had b* .n

published in Italy on tho subject of ' Vespucius.' It was a new and invit-

(

1i<jrii..ni»-nr -.


