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rontraliaiid of war, mid all those sonii-naiitical scnii-

tiiilitary rules and axioms which it is necessary that all

Attoriieys-lieneral und such like should at the |iresciit

jHoMient have at their riuL'crs' end. l>iit it must he

evident to the nicst iirnoi'fujt in those matters, amon^'

which larufe crowd I certninlv ifielude nivself, that it was
essentiallv necesjsiirv tlait Lord .lolin Kussell should at

that tim(! declare opcrdy what En^'hind intended t(» do.

It was essential that our seamen should know where tlu-y

would he protected and wlieiv not, and that the course to

he taken hy Mtiulnnd should be dilined. lieticence in

the niattei' was not within the ])ower of the I'ritish

(iovornment. It behoved the b'oreiu'n Secretary of State

t) declare o|)enIy thiit i'lnuland intended to side either

with one |»iii'ty or with the other, or else to renuiin neutral

between them.

I had heard this matter discussed bv Anu'i'ic.'tns before

I left England, and I have of eourse heard it discussed

very frecpiently in Ameriea, There enn be no doubt tliat

the front of the offence ^aven l)y Knuland to the Northei-u

States was tliis declaration of Lord »John Kussell's. JUit

it has been always made evident to nie that the sin did

not consist in the fact of Knu'land's neutrality,— in the

fact of her reg'ai"din<i' tlie two ])ai'ties as belligerents,—but

in the ojien declaration made to the world by a Secretary

of State that she did intend so to regard them. If another

proof were wanting, this would afford another ])roof of

the immense weight attached in America to all the ])ro-

ceedings and to all the feelings of England on this matter.

The verv anger of the Noi'th is a conntlimenv i.iiid bv
the North to England. But not the less is that anger
unreasonable. To those in America who understand our

constitutiini, it must be evident that our drovernment
cannot take otticial measures without a public avowal of

such measures. Franco can do so. Russia can do so.

The Government of the United States can do so, and
could do so even before this rupture. But the Govern-
ment of England cannot do so. All men connected with
the Goverinnent in England have felt themselves from
time to time more or less hampered by the necessity of
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