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such a policy ; and the Baptists, who predominate

greatly in number and position in society, are oppos-

ed on principle to all ecclesiastical endowments by

the State. The influence of birth and family is

scarcely felt, and the resemblance of the political and

social state of things to that in the United States is

striking.

The longer, indeed, that I remained here, the larger

were the deductions I found it necessary to make

from those peculiarities that I had imagined, during

my sojourn in the United States, to be the genuine

fruits of a republican as contrasted with a monarchi-

cal constitution,—of an American as distinguished

from a British supremacy. They who lament the

increased power recently acquired by the democracy

in the United States, ascribe to it, and I believe not

without reason, the frequent neglect of men of the

greatest talent and moral worth, and the power

which it gives to envy, concealing itself under the

cloak of a love of equality, to exclude such citizens

from the most important places of trust and honour.

In our American colonies, on the other hand, we hear

complaints that very similar eflfects result from the

habitual disregard of the claims of native merit, all

posts of high rank and profit being awarded to for-

signers, who have not their hearts in a country

where they are but temporary sojourners. The late

revolution in our colonial system, obliging the respon-

sible executive to command a majority in the colo-

nial parliaments, must, it is to be hoped, remove this

cause of dissatisfaction.

It is no small object of ambition for a Nova Sco-

tian to " go home," which means to " leave home,


