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Letters from the Commanders of the Fleet. about the Fr>^m the n-;-

CI -n ji t
Rinah in the

opantjp Armada, Papcr-oiKc*.

[The zeal and activity which thefe great feamen exerted at this

important crifis, will always endear their memory to the

nation.]

From Sir Francis Drake to Secretary TFalfmgham, from
aboard the Revenge,

'

June the 24th, 1588.

A LTHOUGH I do very well know, that your Honour fhall

jr\, be at large advertifed by my very good Lord, the Lord Admi-

ral, that the Spanifh forces are defcried to be near at hand, in feveral

companies, on our coaft, as it is reported for certain by three barks»

unto whom they gave chace and made (hot ; yet have I thought it

good alfo to write thefe few lines unto your Honour, nothing doubt-

ing but that (with God's affiftance) they fhall be fo fought out, and

encountered withall, in fuch fort, as I hope will qualify their ma-

licious and long pretended pradices. And therefore I befeech your

Honour to pray continually for our good fuccefs in this adion, to

the performance whereof we have all refolutely avowed the adven-

ture of our Hves. 2


