
S4 OUNITIIOLOOY AND OOLO(JY.

( liuteo horml'm), l)ut iuo a littlo moro ul" u l»liii«h-wliite; in

fli(' ^i()Uii(l-(;oIor.

Fur Honio reason, this si)c;ci(;s was (luito abuiidaut in

llio iii;io|il)()ilioo(l of Hostoii in (lie winter of iHoU-OO;

prolialily a (i()/,(Mi or (il'leen siK.rimcMs were sent to mo in

llie (lill'cnMit plumages, and 1 liavo hoard of many othora

lioiiig shot in the sanio season.

1 luivo liad l)ut few opporUinities for stndyinj,^ the hahita

of this hawk, and, as my observations have boon very

niiMurc, I will jiivc Anihilton's deseription, which, so far as

jny experience goi;s, is very accurate; it is as follows:—

"TIk' fli;i;Iit (if lliti fjosliiiwk m cxtrciiicly rapid uiid protracte(l.

lie tswcfps iddiii; t!io iniirgiiis of tho liclds, tliroii^'li the wooda, and

by tlio c(l,i,'i's of ponds and rivers, with such speed as to cuablo hira

to seize his prey by merely deviating a few yards from Ids course;

assistin-,' binisi If on siieli occasions Ity Ids long tail, which, like a

rudder, he lluows to the right or left, upwards or downwards, to

cheek his jtrogress, or enable him snddeidy to alter his course.

At times he passes like a meteor through tho underwood, wliere

he secures s(pdrrels and hares with ease. Sliould a Hock of wild

pigeons pass him when on these predatory excursions, ho imme-

diately gives elmse, soon overtakes them, and, forcing his way into

the very centre of the flock, scatters them in confusion, when you

may see him emerging with a bird in his talons, and diving towards

the depth of the forest to feed upon his victim. When travelling,

he flies high, with a constant beat of tho wings, seldom moving in

large circles like other hawks ; and, when he does this, it is only

a few times in a hurried manner, after which lie continues his

journey.

"Along the Atlantic Coast, this species follows the numerous

flocks of ducks that are foinid there during the autumn and winter;

and greatly aids in the destruction of mallards, teals, black ducks,

and other species, in company with the Peregrine Falcon (^Falco

anatum). It is a restless bird, apparently more vigilant and indus-

trious than many other hawks, and it seldom alights unless to

devour its prey; nor can I recollect ever having seen ( lo alighted

for many nunutes at a time, without having a bird in its talons.


