
Of King WILLIAM IIL ^
This is the battle in Bantry Day^ which, though in-

confiderable enough in itfelf, (fince the Englifl)^ who \^^d

certainly the worft of it, lod only one captain, one lieu-

tenant, and ninety-four men, and had about three hun-

dred wounded) is yet magnified by fomo writers, as •

mighty action. The French had one (hip, called the Dia-

mmd^ fet on fire, and two others fo much damaged, as to

be obliged to draw out of the line. The affair was cer«

tainly very inconfidcrable, and any advantage that was

gained, was rather to be afcribed to a favourable wind, and

fuperior force on one fide, than to any want either of cou*

rage or conduct on the other l. After the adtion, admiral

Herbert bore away fur the Scilly ijlands^ and having cruized

there for fome time, returned to Sptthead; upon which oc«

cafion, king IVilliam himfclf came flown to Port/mouthy

where, to fhew he would diftinguilh and reward merit,

though not pointed out to him by fuccefs, he declared ad •

miral Herbert^ eari of Torrington^ and knighted captain John

jtjhby^ of the Defiance, and captain Cloudejley Shovel^ of thu

Edgar^ giving at the fame time, a bounty of ten (billings

to each Teamen, and making a pro.'ifion for the widows of

fuch as had been killed in the adtion. This was perfedtl/

well judged by king IVilliam^ and was indeed an adi of

bit

but twelve days ; in which fhort fpace, they landed what
they carried, in Ireland, beat the Engiifli ileet, and made fevcn

Dutch prizes. On the other hand, our authors are fond of
charging fome mifmanagcmcnf on the French admiral : where-
as, in truth, he did his auty very exadlly ; and Qujncy, and
the other French writers complain, that for want of the firc-

ihips, he was unable to profecute the advantages he had gain-

ed ; which fcems to be matter of fudl. i I he reader may
confult Kennet, Burnet, and liurcher, who have all given ilieir

opinion^ on this fide the c|ueilion.


