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leagues, and did us during his march more harm by his

policy than by his army. He stopped often in the villages

;

spoke kindly to the inhabitants he found at home in their

houses—whom hunger and famine had obliged to fly from

our army at Montreal
;
gave provisions to those unhappy

creatures perishing for want of subsistence. He burned,

in seme cases, the houses of those who were absent from

home and in the French army at Montreal, publishing

everywhere an amnesty and good treatment to all Cana-

dians who would return to their habitations and live there

peaceably. In short—flattering some and frightening

others—he succeeded so well, that at last there was no

more possibility of keeping them at Montreal. It is true

we had now only need of them to make a good counten-

ance. The three English armies amounting to above

twenty thousand men, it was impossible to make any fur-

ther resistance.

Amherst's army appeared in sight from the town of

Montreal, towards the gate of Lachine, on the 7th of Sep-

tember, about three in the afternoon. General Murray

with his army, from Quebec, appeared two hours after at

the opposite side of the town : thus a dark crisis was at

hand for the fate of Canada. Montreal was nowise sus-

ceptible of defence. It was surrounded with stone walls,

built in the beginning of that colony, merely to preserve

the inhabitants from the incursions of the Indians, few

imao-ining at that time it would become the theatre of a

regular war, and that or" day they would see formidable

armies of regular, well-disciplined troops before its walls.

"We were, however, all pent up in that miserable, bad

place without provisions, a thousand times worse off than

an advantageous position in open fields—whose pitiful

Wf Us could not resist two hours' cannonade without being

level with the ground, and where we would have been

forced to surrender at discretion, if the English had insisted

upon it,


