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uqpon which some Prince Edward Island !of Canada and, under sucli circuxustainces.
question-the formation of a"steamsbip coxu- it Is most probable that the imperial parlia-
pany or something of the kqnd--when ail the ment would agree to it. The people are
representatives of Prince Edward Island generaliy able to get what they really -Want,
were against this mensure, their friends ln and If they -wanted a change In this8
the Senate nobly came to their assistance respect very 'badiy they would be as lilcely
and defeated the Bill. 1 do nlot know bow Ito g et It as anything else. I bave before
far that Illustration ls of value, because the me a memo. of two or three Ideas whlch 1
next night my hon. friend lIiself voted entertain as regards the constitution of the,
agalnat a measure whlch the British Colum- Senate. Flrst 1 think that the Senate mlght
bia senators desired. and the whole of tbe bc divlded into'three groupa, one to be
representation froni British Columnbia ln tbe elected by membera of the House of Coin-
Meouse cof Commons desired. It did nlot aeem nmons, one by a joint vote of the House of
to me that there was very rauch in an argu- Commons and the Senate, and one by the
gnent illustrated in that manner by the hon. municipal councils and the local bouse. The
gentleman hiniseif. No doubt, however, there lion, gentleman trom Prince Edward Island
may be times when it is to the interests of (Hon. Mr. Robertson), ln bis remarks last
a province to be represented ln the Senate as nlght, made the observation, and several
sucb. That must be the reason why the seni- other gentlemen have miade a somewhat
ators are divided up according to provinces ;i similar suggestion, that there are too manY
but I observe that upon ail questions whbic, elections. My hon. friend opposite me frein
come before this body, senators divide ac- Rockland (Hon. Mr. Edwards) at some tume
cording to their feelings, nccording to their iii bis life believed-he does not say that
party affiliations, or according to the views lie ha s got rid of the idea yet-that the
tbey may take upon the case ln question, public business could be done better by
I can conceive of no question coming for- three commissioners. That mlgbt be the
ward la the Senate itself in which the memn- opinion of a man -who la very strongly con-
bers of the Senate would desire to do what s ervative ln bis mind, and who does not
was unfair or unjust to a province. Thol know ItL To transfer to three commissioners
member froni Smith's Falls, with greatý the legislative authority of the people and
vigour, told us that the imperlal pariament ithe right to control and govern the people,
would not thinl. for a moment of breaking would be simpiy to have tbree klngs ln a
up the exlatlng systemi inasmuch as there had country wbere perhaps. one ia quite, enough.
been a solema guarantee that the Senate was It would do a-way with the -whole idea of the
constituted as it is for the protection of the authority and power of the people, and
minority ln somne of the provinces. I think would lead, as it bas done in the city of
I am quite safe in saying froni a review of Washington--wbere the comission Idea Is
the course of Englisb history, that if the Icarried out to the fuileat 'extent-to a
parliament of Canada sought to change the.
constitution of the Senate, the Engllsb par-
liament would listen to the requeat, and
that the vieNvs which my hon. friend holds
with regard to the rebuif which we would
receive, are entireiy unfounded. If -the
British governuient bas learned one thing
better than another it has iearned that the
best way to treat the colonies is to allow
then to deveiop according to their owai
ideas. I imagine further that if the parlia-
ment of Canada decided n change was ne-
cessary It would not make that cha.nge
in such a way as to adversiy affect any par-
tioular province. Lt wouid have to he witli
the consent of the Senate and Commons
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systeni which la not as good as tho
elective systeni, as existing in lncorporated
towns either in thia country or on the other
iside of the uine. I, therefore, faveur electioai
by the people. I do not think, that we cau
do away with tbe necessity for elections ; I
do not think it ls desirable to do so. The
hon. Minister of Trade and Commerce put
forward the view that the House of Coni-
mous, the elected representatIves of the peo-
ple, nfter two or three years Joat toucb with
the people to a certain extent, and that the
Seniate might do the work of checking legis-
lation until the ti.me for another general
election came round. I do nlot know whe-
ther the hon, gentleman seriously consider-


