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Tlhat is, the crossiugs and junctions.

-aal fot by reason oniy of the tact of cross-
Ing or connecting with any such railway as
mentioned in section six. be taken or considered
to be worlcs for the general advantage of Can-
ada, nor to be subject to any other of the pro-
visions of the Act, unless such railways or
tramways carry freighit traffic and charge tole
therefor.

lu other words the draugbtsman of this
Bill commenced by making the sweeplng
declaration coutained lu section 306 of the
Railway Act 0f 1888, that any rallway cross-
ing a railway under the jurisdîction of Can-
ada was declared a work, for the gcneral
advantage of Canada, and by clause 7 lie
went out to, excinde street raiiways and
tramways, except the part of the work
coustItutlng the crossing or the connection.
Lt seems to, me that It would be proper to
adopt the prin-ciple as contalned lu clause
7, and to apply It flot only to street rail-
ways and tramways, but to aIl railways,
whether local or otherwise. These questions
of crossings and connections and througb
traffic cannot be regulated by two different
bodies, and we bave to choose lu favour of
the Rallway Commnittee of the Privy Coun-
cil, whlch Is to be superseded by the board
under tlis Bill, or lu favour of the Ltailway
Committees of the several provinces. Lt
seems to me that the power sbould be re-
cog-nized as being vested lu the Dominion
parliament and should be properly exercised
by the Dominion parliament, and that there-
fore It would be adrisable to, malie the ne-
cessary declaration vesting it beyond any
question with this parliament, and that is
the object that 1 bave lu view ln sug-gesting
that clauses 5, 6 aud -i be struck out and
that they bie replaced by the amendment of
whichi I have given notice, and whichi I have
read to the House. la this way it would
make it beyond question that the jurisdic-
tior, of the board under this Bill would lie
extended to aIl sucli crossings, ail con-
nections and to aIl questions of through traf-
fic or to anytbing pertaining tbereto, and it
la ail that la necessary. Lt is unnecessary to
go to, the extent of declarIng that those local
railways, liecause theY thus connect, become
Ipso facto railwayS under the jurisdiction of
this parliament. As far as penalties and
statistics are concerned the matter Is
dealt with ln separate clauses la the Bill,
and therefore there la no0 necessity to ln-
clude them ln this clause, as the subjecta

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE.

are sufficîently covered by apecial clauses.
My excuse for speaking to this extent Is
the Importance of the question and the new
departure that we are lnvlted to, takze lu
adoptlng-the suggestion as made.

Hlon. Mr. CASGRAIN (de Lanaudière)-I
am sure *we are ail very much Indebted
to the bon. gentleman from de Salaberry for
giving so, mucli care and study to tbe ques-
tion. There ls Just one exception I tbilk,
off-hand, that mlght be taken to bis amend-
ment-the words ' tbrough traffic thereon '-

and lie cited the case of the'railway being
built from Northî Bay 0o1 the west sicle of
Lake Timiskaming by the Ontario govern-
ment with their own money. The through
traffic thereon would be under tbe control
o! the board, and therefore, If the Ontario
government, lu order to settle tbat country,
wish to send settlers up there and carry
their effecta 'for notblng, they could not do
It wltbout the 'consent of tbe board. Would
tbat apply? The traffic would bave to go
as far as Northî Baîy by the Caîîîadiaîî Paciik
llaiIway, and then proceed on to the Trinisk-
amlng and be on two railways and ln
that case the board would fix the rate and
the Ontario government *would fix their
own rate on their own road.

Hon. Mr. KERR (Toronto)-They nilght
go over the Grand Trunk Railway from
Toronto.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN-But the board
would bave the regulating of the rates on
a road built by the Ontario government.

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE--It seems to me tbat
tbe tbrough traiffic la a question whlch la
not at ail provincial. Ih is a question of
general Intereat, and If so, It falîs wlthln
the power of the Dominion parliament ; but
whether it does or flot, for my part I think it
would be advisable that It should lie de-
clared such. It la a question o! consider-
able importance. It Involves large Intereats,
not. only la one province, but to the whole
Dominion, and whether local railways crosS
Dominion railways oi* not ail1 questions of
through traffic should belong ho and li exoer-
clsed by the board. Otherwise, where wouid
we draw tbe line ? Any number of railwayu
may lie Dominion rnilways, or railways
under the juriadiction o! tbis parlanent,


