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Routine Proccedngs

[Translation J

Mr. Jean-Paul Marchand (Québec-Est): Mr. Speaker, the
issue of western grain transportation is not a new one. The crisis

that just occurred is the resait of tbe apathy of the federal

governiment wbicb, for over 20 years now, bas neyer donc

anytbing to soîve this problem. Contrary to comments macle by

the Minister of Agriculture, tbe increase in American demand
for grain was flot the priinary cause of tbe criais in grain
transportation in Canada. Tbis factor merely helped show tbe

lack of planning and flexibility of the grain transportation
system in Canada. The problem la not a temporary one.

This year, tbe Grain Transportation Agency will not b. able to
deliver more than 30 million tonnes of grain, compared to over

35 million in the past. Major changes must be made to meet tbe
needs of foreign importers as well as of Canadian and Quebec
buyers. Indeed, it la disappointing to sec that it wil bave been
necessary for the Miitro giutr t ot sat elz
how serions the problem of grain supply la, while right ber.
several buyers bave suffered major losses because of grain
shortage or dclays in delivery.

Something must lic donc iirgently. The estimated $35 million
in demurrage charges in the West, as weIl as sales of 2 million
tonnes of grain which wcre either lost or delayed, conflrm the.
existence of a criais. In fact, Canada's credibility and reliability
as a major grain exporter are being Iusind arn plcased to
sec that the. Minister of Agriculture intends to make changes in
thie grain transportation systcm. However, 1 would bave pre-
ferred to hear him toniorrow, aince h. is meeting the. Sub-Com-
mittee on Grain Transportation this cvening.
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And what about grain transiting through the Panama Canal1'

the way to Europe? 1 raise this issue because the problem go
far beyond the waste wbich resuits from, the system of bai
hauling grain. The minister does flot deal with the issue of t:
under-utilization of the Port of Thunder Bay and the St. La,
rence River. The Sub-Committee on Grain Transportati'
recommended go the Minister of Transport to ask the Canadi
Wheat Board go sbip more American-boufld grain throu.
Thunder Bay.

Tbe samne recommendation couic! be made regarding gro
exports go Europe, tbrough the. St. Lawrence Seaway. Indeed, t
under-utilization of the. St. Lawrence Seaway bas now reacbeý
critical level. Since 1984, the Seaway bas lost more tban half
the volume of exportcd grain. Obviously, tbe Minuter of Ag
culture shows littie conceru for tuis issue; yet, tuis ia a tota]
irrational utilization of our transportation network.

Moreover, tbe minister gives no indication as to bis intentic
regarding the. subsidy for Western grain transportation. 1 remi
tbe minister that the. Bloc Quebecois will oppose any transfef
tbe subsidy wbich might resuit in an unfair cojnpetition betwe
farm producers.

The. minister must propose concrete measures to imprc
forecasts regarding the need for rail cars, and to co-ordia
domestic loading and the. movement of rail cars witb the. arrZ'
of ships. Thie minister must not merely make pious wishes.'1
problem la not a new one and we can no longer wait and ri
once again paralyse our supply system.

[EnglUsh)

Mr. Ailan Kerpan (Moos. Jaw-Lake Centre): Mi
er, 1 amn pleased to provide a brief response to tbe hon.]1
of Agriculture~ and Agri-Food's statement on the gra:
portation systcm of today.

Tihe minister explained for us in the. House wha
judgaient waa not just a problem or series of probleins
but a real criais in the grain transportation system. Wh
of the stakehôlders la tbe transportation indnstry did nol
a criais, I believe most did; oertainly farmers wbo coul,
their grain moved.

Qranted, a unique set of problems did occur this yeat
wcatber and farmers know a lot about weather pro
bellieve we should b. abie to develop a system thât oe#2
extrenie wesather problema. W. must try to be plel
eventualities of ail kinds.

also clearly articuluied the. repet'
our problema. Our reputation as j
luestioaed by or custom.rs. EB
iwum to uis: "Improve your delive
ig aomewhere else". That is ver


