
COMMONS DEBATES

Private Members' Business

premier of Alberta. I was born in Alberta and regret to
see what has happened there. One need only look at the
rate of increase in the debt and the rate of exploitation of
resources in that province to know that those who voted
Tory again and elected a majority Tory govemment are
opting for more of the same policies. There will be more
of the gouging, destruction, abuse and over-exploitation
of the Alberta environment for the now generation,
never thinking of the future generations and that incred-
ible environment that is being destroyed and pulped up
for foreign benefit, foreign profit and to increase the
debt of those who are now being born in Alberta.

Let us think for example of another area where
litigation would help if my motion was put into law. In
1987 the Prime Minister of this country and President
Reagan of the United States signed into law a binding
accord in terms of the Great Lakes that there would be
zero tolerance and zero discharge of toxins into the
Great Lakes. Here we are six years later and on every
single day in every single year the amount of toxins going
in has continued. The level of enforcement has been
zero. That is the only zero that has come in this equation.
The Love Canal is still there, the toxins are still pouring
in from the U.S. side of the Niagara escarpment and the
toxins have continued to pour through the St. Clair and
other Canadian systems into the Great Lakes.

If we start to give some kinds of tools and powers back
to the Canadian public and the people of this world to
hold institutions accountable on a daily basis, we can go
back to what we require which is full cost accounting. We
need to know the real cost, not just of taking water out of
a river. When Alcan takes all but 14 per cent of the water
out of the Nechako, we need to know not just what the
effect of taking that water out will be in running it down
the Kemano River. We also need to know the full cost
impact. What is the impact down the Fraser system?
What is the impact on the Fraser River estuary, the Gulf
of Georgia, the microclimates on the way down the
Fraser? If we lower Hell's Gate by three feet by giving
Alcan the power it wants to sell and export, what are the
impacts on cattlemen who live along the plateau along
the Fraser who want to pump water to feed their stock?
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What are all the impacts on other future potential
developments? Without full cost accounting those on the
inside track are the only beneficiaries. Future genera-
tions and entire ecosystems are the losers.

The public must be given the right to sue government
institutions that fail to protect the environment. Political
decisions must carry time, space and reality-measured
price tags and at the moment they do not carry any of
those.

As I leave this institution I can comment as someone
who has worked hard in committee and on the floor of
the House. I can say that the institution itself is out of
step and direction with sustainable development. Mau-
rice Strong, the chair of the world summit on environ-
ment in Rio was on the radio earlier today and confirmed
my observation that we continue to hurtle institutionally
toward extinction as though we did not know it.

This institution is not operating on full cost accounting
and when I speak of the institution I do not speak solely
of the institution of Parliament. I speak of all parts of the
federal government, the provincial governments and the
territorial governments responsible for the public inter-
est. These institutions are not operating on full cost
accounting nor is any legislature at the moment on earth,
but there is no excuse for continuing on the road to an
uninhabitable earth.

I am deeply grateful to my father Blair for educating
me about real life and teaching me to understand that
real politics is the politics of sharing and caring for all
that is about us: people as well as birds, wildlife, clean
water and clear mountain air. They have passed the
torch to me and although I have made many friends here
and both won and lost many major battles, I regret to
report to them, my family, my constituents and all
Canadians that we are losing the ecological gifts we
inherited from time immemorial.

Our environment is a living universal memory and
wilderness is our window back to the universe. We
diminish ourselves when we diminish the natural world.
As the list of endangered species of plants and animals
grows in Canada and across the planet we must ask how
we can stop this.
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