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that most men are older than their spouses, at affluent cou
least a couple of years aider. In almost every election an
case a rnarried man who gaes on oid age ty? Since thi
pension, whiie waiting for his wif e to became turning a bi
65, hias ta try ta maintain both of them on a problem.
pension which was designed for oniy one
persan. This pension would stili be below the * (5:00 p.m.)
poverty line, even if only ane individual were It hias bee
dependent upon it. I think this is a grass more than 2
injustice that has to be considered immediate- rent but in
ly. 1 suggest that ane way ta approach that lias ta pay a
problern would be for the wif e ta receive hier flot leave si
aid age pension at the saine time as the wage baianced di
earner or the husband does, whether she s rnany aid a
65, 55 or even 35. In the case of the woman I amount oft
mentioned she might have ta go ta work after teeci incarn
hie died until she reached 65. The action I ekNo
have suggested wouid remove a trernendouswekNt
burden. One way

ta increase
I have been talking about the poverty line, least to the

s0 I think perhaps I should give a definition heed ta the
of paverty ta emphasize that it is not a gaod theref are I t
state in which ta be. The dictianary definitian the guarant
of paverty is: "indigence, want, scarcity, de- applied max
flciency, poorness or rneanness". The diction- Unlike the
ary points out that the dominant sense of think that e
present day usage of the word is that of because eve
having littie rnoney or property. Poverty also Attention ni
connotes deprivatian in respect ta variaus tlîat the ndi
aspects of consumption, and is aften accarn- larger pensi
panied by malnutrition, inadequate heaith everyone, ti
care, poor hausing, and ail the other things and those w
that go with pDverty. creating as

When we consider the three men wham 1 Anather r
mentianed in my introductory remarks, ail of lem of senio
wham immigrated ta this country some 30 or of fringe bE
40 years ago and siaved away on agricultural sidy. Air Ca
units which eventuaily grew ta bie unecanorn- senior citize
ic, and who were then relegated ta a raie Of a hardship
living in poverty, one realizes that this is the airport witii
reward that this great country of affluence cellation in
gives ta its senior citizens. journey for

I rnight point out that the total number of the standar
aur senior citizens who have been relegated which allow
ta this raie of living beiow the poverty line is ta be treate
474,091, or 31.1 per cent of the total popula- traveliers.
tion of aid age pensioners. Those are the The univE
people aver 65 who reccive the f ull benefits, sion index c
inciuding basic pension as weil as guaranteed Plan indicat
incarne supplement and have no other increase ofý
incarne. The second group, totalling 310,946 or something c
20.4 per cent of the population of pensioners past twa ye
receive the basic pension plus a partial guar- the cost of
anteed incarne supplement which is still per cent ir
below the paverty line. Cornbining the twa therefare, ca
graups, we flnd that 51.5 per cent of aur a mnatter w]
eiderly people live in conditions of poverty. further dela
How can we justify this situation in such an flrst introdu

[Mr. Yewchuk.]
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ntry whose gavernrnent won an
the slogan of justice in aur socie-
at time the government hias been
nd eye ta this very seriaus social

n said that people should nat pay
5 per cent of total incarne toward
rnany cases an aid age pensianer
s much as 30 per cent, which daes
ufficient funds ta provide a weil
et. Mr. Speaker, I wonder how
ge pensioners receiving the full
hie basic pension and the guaran-
esupplernent eat steak once a

very rnany I would say.
ta imprave the situation would be
the basic pension, ta bring it at

poverty Uine. But that pays no
individual in greatest need, and

hink it would be wiser ta, increase
eed incarne supplernent which is
e ta those with no other incarne.
papular socialistic belief, I do not
verybody shauld be treated alike,
rybady bas not the saine needs.
ust bie paid ta the individual, sa
ividuai with a greater need gets a
on. If the pension is the sarne for
en those in need dan't get enough
ho are flot in need get too much,
,ituation which is unj ust.
ernedy for the 10w incarne prob-
r citizens wauid be the provision
.nefits, for instance a travel sub-
nada pravides haîf rate travel for
ns on a standby basis. This can be
on aid people, sitting around an
their baggage hoping for a can-
arder that they rnay rnake the

haîf fare. This is rnost unfair and
d of CP Air shauld be adapted
's thern ta make reservatians and
.d in the sarne rnanner as other

ersal pension is $79.58. The pen-
leveloped for the Canada Pension
es that provision is made for an
lper cent in any anc year. This is
f a joke, cansidering that in the
ars inflation hias caused a rise in
living of 8 ta 10 per cent. The 2
Lcrease in the old age pension,
Lnnot passibly be sufficient. This is
hich shauld be corrected without
y. When the aid age pension was
ced about 1951, it was set at $40 a


