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Aibeîta %vbcrie thierc twas nu erop tîpon which a
bonus could be drawn. The resuit was that
tlîis parlicînent voted SIO.000.000 to, taka care
of this aiea whlîch hiad bacc dried out and
which liad no crop. By adopting a policy
of paying a bonus in the carly part of the
season before anyone knew wbat tbc crop
was going to be, the governinent of that day
was forced to pay flot only a bonus of five
cents a bushel upon the enormous ci-op pro-
duced in tbe northcrn section of the country,
but S10,000.000 to those in the southern part
of Saskatchewan w-ho biad no cî-op. I think it
goes without saying that when this question
wvas up for discussion in 1935, that is the
reason wby there was net one membar of
this bouse who proposed returning to the
bonus per bushel metbod of giving assistance
to western Canada in connaction with any
difficulties as a result of wbeat growing. There
wvas not a member of this house who pro-
posed tbat because the resuits of the action
taken in 1931 and 1932 were fresb in tha
memory of every meniber sittiag ie tbis
bouse.

I inake tbis statement in order te deal
with a rerhark wbich was madie this afternoon.
Tbc suggestion was made that the legisiation
passed in 1935 w-as net intended Io dcal witb
an cmergency tbat existetl for the. tiîne being.
Howeve-, the records of Ilansard w ili show
tbat it xvas for- that purpa'e. and that purpose
alene. It was te dcal with an ernergency
whit-h existed in the country at that parti-
cular tiunev. It w-as stated rnost dcfinitely by
the Prime Minister of that day tbat the gev-
ernmnt of Canada bcd tbe power by order
mn couincil îîndcr that legisiation te stop its
activities at any tiîne, and that that power
could be exerci-cd by the gox erninent tbat
would ha in poiver afte- the election of 1935.
wbetbcr it were Consarvative or Liberal.

Whien tbe act of 1935 began te operata. we
feund by experience tbat it epei-ated te take
delive- of whcat onlv w-ban tha price set
was highei- tban tbe world price. It oparated
for one purpose, aud one purpose enly, te
pay a bonus of w-hatever nuinber of cents
formed tbe margin batwaen the werld price
and the set price. We had oie- second exper-
ience with it in 1938. Wc paid a bonus of
four cents a busiiel te the fariners in 1935
under tbe legislation. It did net show the
saine w-eakness in 1935 as it did in the pravious
year, cor did it show the saine weaknass as
in 1938. While the 1935 croît w-as rusted.
it was fairly avenly distributed over tbe wbola
country and ne great inequality- resu]ted.
There w-are ne icequalities of ýanv extent in
its application. But in 1938 tbe difficulties

[Mr. Gardiner.]

of t ha bonus of 1931 w-c-caceta e ilîcee
ai- fourfold by tha fiac iba t h niai-gin
beîween the world piica and the st price
was about 15 or 20 cents a biislici. The
iequalitics of the bonus plan brough t thle
goveininent te the conclusion thant raine
change shoiild be made in the iectlîod of giv-
ing assistance under any legislation that wc
iit introduce in this bou1se.
Saine referenca lias bean made te the fact

that a delegation frein western Canada cianie
ta Ottawa in recent weeks in order te ask
us te pay the 80 cent price again. I arn net
going te advecate that the fai-ieî-s of western
Canada sbould get less than 80 cents a bîîsbel
for their wbeat, but I arn going te, state te
this bouse what I stated on a previeus occasion.
that for the last tbiî-ty years tha fariner of
western Canada has had an ax-erag e price of
95 rents a bushel for No. 1 nortbern at
bis farin. 1 arn net in faveur ef setting up anv
svstcm of mnarketing the crep ef western Can-
ada which will ebtain fer the farinais of tlie
wast over the period of the naxt tlîirty ycai-s
a sinaller average price for their whaat tItan
lias obt-aiced for the last thirty ycars.

Mr1i. I>ERLEY: I supposa tîte ninister wîll
supp ort nix' scbanie -

Ai-. GARDINER: 1 ain net so sure that
iny lion. friand's sclaîîîe xvoîld get the nrujîlt
1 desire. It was flot lus sclierne tîtat 'got
the rasult of whicbi 1 amu speakîcg, it Wý1 a
nunîiaer of othar plan-ý.

I should like te niake a few reniarks wi11h
regaird ta the activities of those ixho bavea
coule hare adx-ocating a sat pice of 80 cents,
foi- aui whaat. Bafoî-a that agitation was
staî-tad, the goerninent hiad net, announcred
tha palicy upon which it had bean w-orking
ex-ai since the report of the Turgeen coin-
mission w-as braugbt down. This peliex' had
net bacc announei cither ta tlie people of
Canada or ta this House of Coînions. but
iva had net bacc idle. We had mat boardls;
wc hati net dlaiuns tif te li tiffaiant farni
arganizatiens in wcstarn Canada, acd w e had
mat these who warea tssoeiatacl witli otet i
brancesa' of tlîe trade cnd tli-clise( t he prob-
loin pro and con in eve ai-y wa 'v tîtat it coild
bc disc-usscd. A canfcrînî-a ivas lîcd ie win-
nipeg in Decanîbcr of last ' ear. andI I Liave
hie the repart of its pi-ocaedings. As a resuilt
of thîe discussions tlîat took place at tbat
tenfai-ene tbeîa hava bacc certain î-afarencas
made te tîte aost ef pi-aduiitig grain in w-ast-
ai-c Canada and te, atlîe matters as-eauatcd
w-îth wlîaat. I sbatild lika te rcad a statc-
ment muade w-ith î-aî-d te tlîe prasent inethoîl
of handling our w-baat. Thîis stateint iva.


