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Supply Bill-Representation at Tokyo

that it is certainly better that these should be
treated by someone who being a Canadian will
be better prepared to handie themn than any
regular British representative could be. The
matter was I think largely a question of
expediency and opportunity. The question pre-
sented itself thus. How aoon will it be worth
while for the Canadian governiment to bear the
expense necessary for setting up a legation at
Washington? The Canadian government bas
decided that that time bas corne and, if I may
say so witbout impertinence, I think the estab-
lishment of tbe legation was a wise Inove, and
that nothinv ould have been happier than the
choice of 'Vr. Massey to launch the ship.
Proud as I was to represent Canada at Wash-
ington, 1 always f elt that some day-perhaps
in my time perhapo later-Canadia!ns might
feel rightly or wrougly that their business was
flot being handled properly by the British
embassy. Now that I have passed the buck to
Mr. Massey hie will get ail the blame if there
is any going and I shahI be able to sit back
quietly in my chair unperturbed and at ease.

May I say that that is true equally of our
rcpresentation at Tokyo, and perhaps even
more, true in that case, seeing that in r-ela-
tions wit.h thec orient there are i some pax-
ticulars questions which affect this Dominion
to a greater degree peýrbaps than any oither
part of the British Empire. I thinik it ia al
important, and for the good of the empire,
for the preservation of the empire and for the
unity of the empire, that there should be
representing Canada at Tokyo someone who
knows C-anadian problemns, who understands
the situation, for example, in the province of
Britisb Columbia with respect to immigration,
with respect to trade, and with respect to the
hundred and one other questions that bave
already arisen and are appearing in our re-
liations ýwithl Japan, wbo will be able there, in,
Japan, flot only to make* known, Canadian
opinion, :but be in a position also to give us
through Canadian eyes a knowledge of the
questions, that are arising in Japan itscif, and
of the atmospbere in whieh tbey are being
discussed. That is the point I wourld like ta
make. I am afraid that in hurrying over this
subi ect so Yapidiy I arn ziot developing it as
well as I sbould.

I would say to my hon. friend that aiready
the method of having different parts of the
British Empire represented. at a single centre
for the purpose of conferences on matters
affecting the empire as a whole, but having
special ýreference to t-heir own particular part,
bas already been tried out and has worked
very succeasfully. It worked out at Versailles,
dealing with the great question of the seutle-
ment of the war, at which conferences al
parts of the British Empire were !represented.
It bas worked well at the conferences at
Geneva, and at the diflerent conferences that
have been held at Washington. Wherever

there bave been conferences et whicb ail the
different parts of the British Empire have been
represented the result up to the present mo-
ment bas been success, success and suocess.
We have sufficient in the way of evidence to
believe that in connection with these legations,
if they are established, the samie methods and
the samne attitude will prevai,, and prevail
for the good of ail.

In regard to my hon. friend's reference to
independence, may I say tthat hie has got boîd
of the wrong word. It is not independence,
it is seif-dependence we are thinking about in
the appointiment of these legations, self-de-
pendence and self-reliance in larger measure
ns we have increased responsibilities and in-
creased obligations. My hon. friend, I pre-
sume, would be agreeable to having ail our
foreign business conducted at the expense of
Great Britain.

Sir GEORGE PERLEY: No.

Mr. MACKENZIE RING: Wbat is bis
alternative? It is to tax the Canadian people
and -pay part of the expenses of the British
officiaIs to look after our affaira?

Sir GEORGE PERLEY: Certainly not.

Mr. MACKENZIE RING: Then the other
way is to let the British government do it at
its own expense?

Sir GEORGE PERLEY: My suggestion
was that we should have some system where-
by each part of the empire would pay a share
of the expense and each paTt would bave a
say as to the appointments, and tbat the
foreign staff should no longer be appointed
solely by the foreign office of Great Britain.

Mr. MACKENZIE RING: My bon. friend
will strive from. now till doomsday but neyer
succeed in working out a plan of that kind.
You will neyer get tbe foreign office in Great
Britain to allow this country to say who la
to run that office i &fly particular, any more
than you could get the people of Canada to
agree to allow somebody to comne here from,
the Old Country and say how the affaire of
this Dominion shali be run.

Mtr. ADSHEAD: Does the Prime Minister
know whetber tbe statement that was made
by Mr. Asquith that the foreign policy of
Great Britain could neyer ha shared by the
different parts of the empire, 'but muet be
dictated by Downing street, bas ever been
refuted by any iresponsible statesman?

Mr. -MACKENZIE RING: I think we
might say such an opinion by whoïmsoever
expressed lias been refuted by experience,


