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THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXIERNAL AFFA IIRS3 THE HCN . HOW ARD
k .:

GREEi~ ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT AN AGREEMENT WAS SZGNED IN PHNOM PENH,
';.~`~~~ Y;~.~, : :' ,•;:~ :

CA:~IBODIA ON :THE 19TH OF OCTOBER 1959, BET WEEN CANADA AND TH E
' + .' . L .

: GOVERNMENTS CF THAILAND, CAMBODIA, LAOS AND SOUTH VIETNAt9 TO
.r ;€ ii~i -~3 V7 M 3 15`

,PROVIDE FOR CANAD~:At~;, PARTICIPATION IN" A SURV.EY OF THE MEKON G
ï
" .t.} 3. ï i :i .r7 ? ï l ~S.' ~' l 4J 7~ i.~{.', ~ i1

~}^

i • ~ .
.'.:Ÿ~ r ..+ ! ~ .RIVER' BASI~l . THE AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED OtJ

.
BEHALF OF CANADA BY

~ Il R . Dv IBERVILLE FORTIER, CANADIAN REPRES Ei
~

s NT'A1`ÎVE TO' THE S EicON G

C0-0RDINAT .ION CO MMITTEE.

PARLIA,h;ENT WAS ZNFO}7x3Et} ON MARCH 12, 1959 OF THE CANADIAN

GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROJECT INITIATED

BY THE UNITED NATIONS ECO140MIC COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE FAR

E AST FOR INVESTIGATION OF THE RESOURCES OF THE MEKONG RIVER BASI N

TN LAOS, CAMIBODIA, VIETNAtI AND THAILAND. ALL THESE SOUTH - E,4ST

HSIAN COUNTRIES ARE MEMBLRS .~ .OF THE COLaIBO PLAN AND CANADIAN

ASSISTANCE -TO THE PROJECT IS BEING PROVIDED AS PART OF C AVADA°S

COLOMBO PLAN PROGRAMt9E . THE EVENTUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEKONG

RIVER WILL-. BENEFIT THE FOUR RIPARIAN STATES IN THE FORM OF FLOOD

CONTROL, IRRIGATION, HYDR4-ELECTRIC POWER AND IMPROVED NAVIGATION .

THE CP.NADIAN CONTRIBUTION TO THE MEKONG BASIN PROJECT WILL TAKE

THE FORK OF AERIAL SURVEY AND M APPING OF THE LOWER M EKON G RIVER

A ND SOME OF ITS TRIBUTARIES . THE AGREEMENT SIGNED IN PHNOM PEN H

OCTOBER ! 9TH, SETS OUT IN DETAIL THE WORK CANADA HAS UNDERTAKE N
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