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THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EX1¢RNAL AFFAIRS, THE HCN, HOWARD

 GREEN ANNOUNCLD TODAY THAT AN:AGREEQLQQ Qp% SIGNED IN PHNON PENH,
CANBODIA om THE ISTH OF OCTOBER' 1;;9t‘éE%UEEﬁ’9ANADA AND THE
j GOVERNMENTS oF THAILAND,'réﬁéoS}A:”Lhég kénwsbﬁfﬁ VIETNAM T0
PROVIDE FOR CANADIQN-PARTICIQATE%NTEﬁﬁﬁqsb§VE;Aé;;THE MEKONG
R E Lo YAuaye MY L, b Eanin

- RIVER® BASIN THE AGREEMENT 'VAS "SIGNED ON BEMALF OF CANADA BY
(MR, D' IBERVILLE FORTIER, CANADIAN' REPRESENTATIVE To THE HEKONG
CC-ORDINATION COMNITTEE.
PARLIAMENT WAS LNVORWED ON MARCH 12, 1959 OF THE CANADIAN
GOVERNMENT*S DECISION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROJECT INITIATED
BY THE UNITED NATIONS ECONONIC COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE FaR
' EAST FOR INVESTIGATION OF THE RESOURCES OF THE MEKONG RIVER BASIN

IN LAOS, CAMBODIA, VIETNAY AND THAILAND. ALL THESE SOUTH-EAST

ASIAN COUNTRIES ARE HEMBERS:OF THE COLOYMBO PLAN AND CANADIAN
% AS$ISTANCE'TO THE PéOJECT IS BEING PROVIDED AS PART OF CANADA°S
COLOMBO PLAN PROGRAMME, THE EVENTUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEKONG
RIVER WILL BENEFIT THE FOUR RIPARIAN STATES IN THE FORM OF FLOOD
CONTROL, IRRIGATION, HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER AND IMPROVED NAVIGATION.
91_)’ THE CPNADIA‘J CONTRIBUTION TO THE MEKONG BASIN PROJECT WILL TAKE
~THE FORM OF ALRIAL SURVEY AND MAPPING OF THE LOWER MEKON@ RIVER
AND SOHME OF'ITS TRIBUTARIES. THE AGREEMENT SIGNED IN PHNOM PENH
GCTOBER lSTH, SETS OQUT IN DETAIL THE WORK CANADA HAS UNDERTAKEN
o2 OVER -
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