Operations in New Theatres of War

I began by distinguishing three phases of the war. It is difficult to
believe that we are not at this moment at the beginning of a fourth phase.
Our attention from the outset has been directed to Germany . as the sole
enemy, and to her effort to destroy Britain and France. The coming phase
will witness operations in entirely new theatres of war. It will most
certainly be marked by conflict between nations that thus far have escaped
or avoided hostilities. How sudden or how extensive these new develop-
ments may be, no one can say. What I wish to make clear is, that if at
any moment we learn that fresh hostilities have broken out, on however
terrible a scale, there is no reason why fresh fears should occasion undue
alarm. We shall have, of course, to assess anew what may be necessary
on our part to meet the demand of the new situation. New events will
demand new measures, but we will do well to continue to keep the situation
as a whole in its perspective.

While not under-estimating the dangers that threaten from other coasts
and other seas, let us remember that against the perils of the present and
the future are arrayed a new realization on the part of all free peoples of
the nature of the conflict, and a new determination to spare no effort and
no sacrifice in the indomitable will to conquer, If democracy lacked fore-
sight and audacity in the past, as the Premier of France said yesterday,
those days are over.

Néw Factors and Friends

The German territorial advances contain within themselves elements
of weakness. Economic blockade and contraband control can, and will
now be exercised with increasing and more effective pressure. Disregafd
for the strength and the ruthlessness of the enemy, lack of preparatio?
to meet the demands of modern mechanized warfare, the suspense of waiting
for an enemy who shrinks from no violation of right, and no manifestation
of terror, all these things have passed away. Disecipline has come to us all,
not from without but from within. Wanton brutality has transformed isola-
tion of outlook, and neutrality of heart, into mere empty words. The
treachery that stabbed the neutral nations killed neutrality itself with the
same fell blow.

If new enemies oppose us, we may be sure that old and new friends
will arise to help us. The world-wide significance of the conflict is being
realized in every land. You know how earnestly and vigorously the
President of the United States has spoken in the name of humanity. Ther
has been mobilized in the cause of freedom, the conscience of the civili
world, and tyranny will longer remember the power of that consciencé
and the final effect of the world’s condemnation upon the forces of evil.
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