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The establishment of the African Union and the creation of the New Economic
Partnership for African t>evelopment (NEPAD) in 2002 are indicators (among other
things) of the will of African countries to bring their continent towards sustaiziable
stability and peace, chieily through the prevention and extinction of armed conflicts.

Some African regional institutions have already devoted many efforts to the
management of armed conflicts, notably through the organization of peace
interventions and the creation of conflict prevention and disarmament mechanisma.
However, the conditions that would be necessary for the fult development of African
regional capacities for the management of security problems are flot yet entirely met.
The difficuit social and economic context of Africa is a fertile ground for the
prolifération of conflicts. Furthermore, there is the problem - also Iinked to thc
economic constraints weighing on Africa - of the limited means and capabilities of
African states. Finally, there has been a lack of political wiIl among African countries
and in thc international community.

TIbis report states that African regional organisations can play a significant rote
in the promotion of peace and security, particularly in peace interventions, if Uiey can
be freed from some politicat and economic, internal. and external, constraints. Mostty,
Uic present report afllrms Uic necessity to envisage Uic management of African peace
and security issues internis of Uic comptementarities between Uic United Nations
organisation and regaôonal organisations. The main recommendations insist on Uic
shared restponsibilities of Uic international comniunities and African countries. These


