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39. To strengthen the ability of States to cooperate in identifying and tracing in a 
timely and reliable manner illicit small arms and light weapons. 

40. To encourage States and the World Customs Organization, as well as other 
relevant organizations, to enhance cooperation with the International Criminal 
Police Organization (Interpol) to identify those groups and individuals engaged in 
the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects, in order to allow 
national authorities to proceed against them in accordance with their national laws. 

41. To encourage States to consider ratifying or acceding to international legal 
instruments on terrorism and transnational organized crime. 

42. To develop common understandings of the basic issues and the scope of the 
problems related to illicit brokering in small arms and light weapons with a view to 
preventing, combating and eradicating the activities of those engaged in such 
brokering. 

43. To encourage the relevant international and regional organizations and States 
to facilitate the appropriate cooperation of civil society, including non-govemmental 
organizations, in activities related to the prevention, combat and eradication of the 
illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects, in view of the 
important role that civil society plays in this area. 

44. To promote a dialogue and a culture of peace by encouraging, as appropriate, 
education and public awareness programmes on the problems of the illicit trade in 
small arms and light weapons in all its aspects, involving all sectors of society. 

III. Implementation, international cooperation and assistance 

1. 	We, the States participating in the Conference, recognize that the primary 
responsibility for solving the problems associated with the illicit trade in small arms 
and light weapons in all its aspects falls on all States. We also recognize that States 
need close international cooperation to prevent, combat and eradicate this illicit 
trade. 

2. States undertake to cooperate and to ensure coordination, complementarity and 
synergy in efforts to deal with the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all 
its aspects, at the global, regional, subregional and national levels, and to encourage 
the establishment and strengthening of cooperation and partnerships at all levels 
among international and intergovernmental organizations, and civil society, 
including non-govemmental organizations and international financial institutions. 

3. States and appropriate international and regional organizations in a position to 
do so should, upon request of the relevant authorities, seriously consider to render 
assistance, including technical and financial assistance where needed, such as the 
Small Arms Fund, to support the implementation of the measures to prevent, combat 
and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects as 
contained in the Programme of Action. 

4. States and international and regional organizations, should, upon request by 
the affected States, consider assisting and promoting conflict prevention. Where 
requested by the parties concerned, in accordance with the principles of the United 
Nations Charter, States and international and regional organizations should consider 
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