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in weak and failed states it lias become increasingly difficuit for the security forces to maintuin
contro vez force and violence. Bat during and afte conflîcts large numnbers Of weaPOns have
been Jost to non-state actors including for exemple militant political, groups and organised crime
syndicates. There is aiso, a maj or flaw in the way in which peace support operationS focus upon
problems pertaining to wcapons. Too few arc collected and almost none are decomxnissioied.
We also recognîsed in ail states the problemn of social exclusion and the implications of the
privatisation of security. Increasingly violence is seen as a means of solving difféernces and
redressing inequalities. Where the state, is weak or non-existent there is a strong deni'snd for
illega wcapons for scîf-defence.

We also believe that relatively strong and legîtimate states have a growing illegai weapons
problcm which bas yet to bc sufficientiy recognised by the. liglit weapons comnzunity. One of
the. xost important drivers is the growing culture of violence. In addition, within the. European
Union, for example, somne etbnic commnunities are being inflltra.ted by crixninals with military
truining. Although it is more difficuit to smuggle weapons into the. Buropean Union whezi this

does occur there is a growing trend toward the niitarilisation of crime t witness the. use of
RPOs to force entxy imto ATMIs. There i3 also a g;rowing concern that miotorcycle gangs are
becon2ing more organised and are seelcing sophisticated and highly capable wcapons of war.
Because strong stes have more effective security forces thore is less demand for weapons that
cannot b. concealed, such -as assault rifles. However, there is a growing demnand for pistols and
for smaller machine gums1 sucli as the Uzi. This is not yet a major security probleni but the.
situation needs to be monitored with care. Moreover, as the. European Union expands and its
borders reach the. Balkmn states and Russia opportunities for arms smnuggling will inevitably
increase. W. aiso believe that it wil b. extraordinarily difficult ta control illegal flows cf
weapons from the former Soviet Union and certain ex-Warsaw Pact coumtries, such as Bulgaria.

C.D.S 40003


