
creation of the Taliban regime.) Therefore, any action in Afghanistan must be considered
against the backdrop of at least three possible regional implications/dangers:
1. escalation of the nuclear threat (especially if the situation in Pakistan destabilises due to

the Western-led action in Afghanistan),
2. further consolidation of Islamic fundamentalism, and
3. consistent/systernatised recourse to terrorism (reasons for these dangerous developments

may include: a backlash to the military campaign against the Taliban regime; the spread
of Madrasas as alternative centres of learning in the absence of secular schools; a
continuation of policies pursued by the current or a future government of Pakistan to train
terrorists to fight in Kashmir).

The efforts aimed at stabilising the regime in Pakistan were broadly encouraged by the
participants.

3. Failed States and Governance: Lessons Learned

The potential and limitations of an international role in Afghanistan depend first and foremost on
Coalition foreign policy: How far are the Coalition partners prepared to go? Do they seek to
overthrow the Taliban regime? Do they intend to install the Northern Alliance or the King, or
some other combination of forces? What alternative govemment is possible and what do the
Afghan people want? What role will the UN play in the reconstruction efforts, if any? How will
Afghanistan and other countries in the region and elsewhere respond? Thinking about these


