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Article 43

The Member States agree that technical and financial cooperation that
seeks to promote regional economic integration should be based on the
principle of harmonious, balanced, and efficient development, with
particular attention to the relatively less-developed countries, so that
it may be a decisive factor that will enable them to promote, with their
own efforts, the improved development of their infrastructure programs,
new lines of production, and export diversification.

Article 44

The Member States, convinced that man can only achieve the full
realization of his aspirations within a just social order, along with
economic development and true peace, agree to dedicate every effort to
the application of the following principles and mechanisms:

a) All human beings, without distinction as to race, sex,
nationality, creed, or social condition, have a right to
material well-being and to their spiritual development, under
circumstances of liberty, dignity, equality of opportunity, and
economic security;

b) Work is a right and a social duty, it gives dignity to the one
who performs it, and it should be performed under conditions,
including a system of fair wages, that ensure life, health, and
a decent standard of living for the worker and his family, both
during his working years and in his old age, or when any
circumstance deprives him of the possibility of working;

¢) Employers and workers, both rural and urban, have the right to
associate themselves freely for the defense and promotion of
their interests, including the right to collective bargaining
and the workers' right to strike, and recognition of the
juridical personality of associations and the protection of
their freedom and independence, all in accordance with
applicable laws;

d) Fair and efficient systems and procedures for consultation and
collaboration among the sectors of production, with due regard
for safeguarding the interests of the entire society;

e) The operation of systems of public administration, banking and
credit, enterprise, and distribution and sales, in such a way,
in harmony with the private sector, as to meet the requirements
and interests of the community;

f) The incorporation and increasing participation of the marginal
sectors of the population, in both rural and urban areas, in the
economic, social, civic, cultural, and political life of the
nation, in order to achieve the full integration of the national
community, acceleration of the process of social mobility, and
the consolidation of the democratic system. The encouragement
of all efforts of popular promotion and cooperation that have as
their purpose the development and progress of the community;

g) Recognition of the importance of the contribution of
organizations such as labor unions, cooperatives, and cultural,




