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Real estate by computer

Canada and nine European nations sign anti-acid rain agreement

\ n April, real estate agents in Toronto will
t::eab_le to buy or sell property listed in
l E: City with personal computers through
‘ ‘iStei of the. most advanced computerized
i ng servnc.es in North America, accord-
‘ 9 10 Maurice Lamond, chairman of the -
Oronto  Real
- COmmittee,
4 About 13 000 brokers and agents will
\ :S:tzle to subscribe to its on-.line data-
e or $40~ a month per terminal. Each
oy riber will be assigned a code to pre-
Unauthorized entry into the system.
\ Vag:“ts can access the database with a
| ety of microcomputers.
| g user can _call. up any Iist_ing by
. ‘ i SS, stree.t, d.nstrlct or by specifying a
Ch that js limited to ignore houses

Estate Board computer

Ministers of the Environment from nine European countries joined with their Canadian
counterpart Charles Caccia to issue a five-year declaration pledging their countries to
reduce the pollution that causes acid rain. Seen at the signing ceremony are (from left
to right): Bruno Bohlen (Switzerland); Svante Lundkvist (Sweden); Mrs. Rakel Surlien
(Norway); Baron Bentinck (the Netheriands); Mme Huguette Bouchardeau (France);
Matti Ahde (Finland); Carl-Dieter Spranger (Federal Republic of Germany), Christian

)
T —— s s
: l coTt are too expensive or the wrong
| Our for the potential buyer.
i3 reﬂtﬁt ?pplication of computer power to
i"Clucj's needs has many advantages,
ing:

l b
» dCcess to multiple listings of residential

‘r °r°mmercial property listed by mem-
4 stookers, updatefi i.mmediat’ely;
‘ninrage of sold listings to aid in deter-
_ .. 'S property value;
"8verse prospect”” functions to iden-
b ? Potential buyer to other agents to
ing s:“ immediate matching of buyers
. ''ers; and
“rég:“;i_ficgtion of open houses by date,
Uy'e Istrict or type of house to enable
listingsr to focus his attention on desired
liﬁt.i‘;:;: system will begin with 30 000
Wi and two years of back listings,
e Lore, executive vice-president
by gsgefal manager of the board. Initial
is expected to be 400 terminals.

La\
"d use guidelines

i

Usel?slg]es for future planning of land

On b nta.rlo have been published by the

fQHOW? Ministry of Natural Resources,

ing INg more than ten years of study

for AUblic consultation. This is a first

hensicnada’ and one of the most compre-

ig,, . Studies of its kind anywhere,
Ing to the ministry.

the '"'°Ng recommendations contained in

Prg ino‘fUment are the creation of 155
Cial Parks of various types.

the : Quidelines also take into account

oy, Conomic significance of existing

st . :
tp _Operations and the potential for
nsion,

Christensen (Denmark); Charles Caccia (Canada); and Dr. Kurt Steyrer (Austria).

Canada and nine European nations reach-
ed an environmental milestone March 21,
signing a five-point declaration promising
to reduce pollution that leads to interna-
tional acid rain, reports The Globe and
Mail.

The ten countries — Canada, West
Germany, France, Switzerland, Austria,
the Netherlands, Denmark, Norway,
Sweden and Finland — have committed
themselves to reduce sulphur dioxide,
which forms sulphuric acid rain, by 30
per cent by 1993. They have also pro-
mised unspecified cuts in other air pol-
lutants, mainly nitrogen oxides, which
form nitric acid.

The 30 per cent sulphur cut was
described as probably not enough to save
the European environment, but it will
retard damage. It was also described as
the highest figure considered acceptable
to most nations.

Canadian Environment Minister Charles
Caccia said he hoped that the document
would encourage the US government to
reconsider its refusal to join Canada in a
50 per cent reduction of acid-forming
sulphur dioxide emissions in the eastern
half of North America. As well, the nine
European nations hope to bring pressure
on their polluting neighbours, particu-
larly Britain and some East Bloc nations,
to reduce acidic air pollution.

Acknowledging that the 30 per cent

cut may not be enough in some cases,
the declaration says that further sulphur
emission cuts may haveto be made “where
environmental conditions warrant”’.

In addition, some countries, such as
Sweden, have already made a 50 per cent
cut and are making the 30 per cent cut as
well, while others are just starting their
acid rain control programs.

It was the Nordic countries which
first suffered from acid rain damage,
recording dying lakes 15 years ago, with
most of the pollution blowing in from
Central Europe.

The major polluting nations of Central
Europe started taking action only in the
past few vyears, when the cumulative
effects of years of pollution led to a sud-
den decline in their forests. For example,
about 34 per cent of Germany's forests
are ailing or dead. In Switzerland, the pol-
lution threat to high-altitude forests is so
great there is a fear trees will die and
there will be nothing to stop devastating
avalanches from sweeping down off the
mountains.

International pressure on polluting
countries will mount later this year
during meetings of more than 30 nations,
including those who have not promised
pollution cuts. The meetings, involving
countries in the Economic Commission
for Europe, will be held in Munich in
June and in Geneva in September.
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