
06THE, .EDUCATIONAL 1{EVIEW.

1But you 'Iiust 'lot think tliat àlalory did notlisng
but copy and translate the Frenîch stories. lie did
a great deal more than thiat. Ile chose f romi theni
those that lie thouglit niost interesting and beautifuil,
altered thieni whcen lie saw fit, added tu îhern, or lefi
out parts, arranged theni alli mb une loig stor y, bc-
ginning,*wiih King Arthutr's birth, anîd clotlîed theni
ail ini his own beautiful language. lie nmade thc
ii-st great book of Englishi prose, as Chaucer did
the irst great book of English poetry. But
MNalory-s Einglish, tlhuuglî it is less ilian a hundred

years later thian Chaucer's, is easier for us tu read.
In fact, we very rarcly cone upon a. word that we
do flot understand. P

The Round Table was made by Merlin, the
mnagician,-

In tokeiinqcess of the roundnc.ss of the worlcl, for by theRound Table is the world signiified by right. For an tlÈe%%-$.rld, Christian and heathen, repair inothc Round Table,
and where they are chosen £u be of the feliowship of the
Round Table, thry think thern more blessed than if X they
had gotten balf thc world.

Uther Pendragon, Arthur's father, gave the
Round Table tu Leodogrance, King of Cameliard.
After Arthur was made king, hie wanted Guenever,
thc daughter of Leodogrance, for bis wife, and sent
Merlin to ask for her.

-That is to 'ne,*' said King Leodogrance, "the beni
tidings that ever 1 heard, that so worthy a king of prowcss
and noblesse wili wed my daugbter. And as for my lands,
1 will give jhim wist 1 it might please him, but he bas
lands enough, him needeth none, but I. shall send him agift shall pleasei him much more, for 1 shali give hlm the
Table Round, the which Uthe r Pendragon gave nie, and
when nt is funi complete thiere is an hundred knights and
fifty. And as for an hundred good knights 1. have myscf,
but 1 lack flfty, for so many -have beeÏýn sian in my days.
And so King Leodogrance delivered bis daughter Guenevcr
unto Merlin, and the Table Round, with the hundred
knights, and so Uiey rode freshly, with great royalty, wba'tby water and wbat by land, tili they came nigb unto Lon-
don."o

Arthur was more pleased with the gift of the
Table'Round than if it had been right great riches.
And he sent Merlin to seek through al Uic land for
fifty knights--of great valour and renown to 611l up
the seats. Merlin could find only twenty-eight, but
a fterwards the numbçr was made up ail but two,
and the Archbisop of- Canterbury came, and blessed.
the seats with "great royalty and devotionp"

~AU this we read in the third book of "Le Morte
Daithur,",and the story goes on to tell of ail the
advcatures of thc king. and bis* knights,. until,.

through, îr achery and cvii, "the noble fellowahip
of tie Round Table is broken for eme."

Aithougli the real Arthur lived in thei sixth «M.~
tury, the :îîanîîcrî-ajîd custoini that are showu u
ini **leMorte 1)arthur * belong tb a lime fAve or
six litindred )-cars later. h wau a time whM ' war
was going (n cverywherc. War* wusthei. nra
state of tlîings. Everyonc bad tu fight aga"nathte
invaders of lus country, and. the destroyers of bis
hîome, against the heathen, 'agaimîst robbers. AUl
nmen were boincidber freemien or Wsers and everyfi-ce boni boy wats cducated tu ilght. Every boy of
noble bu-th cld orward lu being a knight, and
for tiiis lie went îhrough a long and careful traàn-
ing, first as a page, <lien as a squire, and then when
lie liad proved hiniself wortliy, and donc saunebrae
deeds, he "wton bis spurs," and was knighted.. But
thouigli most knights were of, noble birth, a low
born muan, eveji a serf, niiglit becomne a kmight if lie
shciwed hisrnsel f brave andi gentle. We mnuaitUnder-
stand that this knighîliuodi was a very importan
thing. In tirnes of constant %war and unsettled gov-
eciment there was a great dca! of cruelty and
savage barbarism ;- bttheire would have been <mu&
more if il had nul beeti for knighthood or chivalry.
The kniglit was trained and bound by his vowd 10
be flot only brave, but gentle, loyal, courteous; to
relieve the oppressed, to defend the weak, to cms
for ail women, to make travelling safe, and to putý
down tyranny.

For King, for Faith, for lady fair,
Sec that thou figbt.

says D)ouglas to Raipli de W ilton when he kn4ght
hirn, and that is what a knight. was expected to do.
Y~ou reinember Chaueer's description of the «"VMrperfect, gentle knight." Here is a picture froun
MNalory to put beside it. When Sir Ector fin&Id&hi
brother, Sir Launcelot, who was'bbc greatest of
Arthur's kniglits, Iying dead, he moumns for him inh
these words:

"Ah, Launcelot," he said, "<thou were hcad of ail CjmrW.tian knights; and now 1 dare say, said Sir %cor, g«aSur Launcelot, ther thou liest' <bat thou wcerc never uaWof earthly knigbt's band; and thou were the Seutknight that ever bare sbield; and <hou wcre the tamiatf riend that evçr best rode horse; and thou were the mulover of a sinful man tbat ever loved womaa; su dmowere thelic jdest man that ever strake with sword; sud limawere tbe goodliest person ever camte aumaog prou ofknights; and thon was Uic mcckest man sud the guallutbat ever aie in hall among ladies; and thon W.r e sternest knight to, hy mortal foc that ever pet spu>r. in
the rest"

(To h. continued).
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