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But after a time carne a change in Belle Mare: lier former
manner had clianged to a more deniure, rnaidenlv one, lier eve.,
seemed softer and acquired a new light, and she came les
frequently to hear the tales of the world so unknown and straniige
to her. He wondered at the cliange, and resolved to quetýStionl
her sometime as to why slie came so rarely.

One day lie found lier sitting iu a littie nook, oni the thore a
small cave formed beneatli two shelvîiig rocks ; tles ~a-s cleair,
and of that intense blime characteristie of mjd.summeiir : the waters
were risinig and fallinig as the incoining tide waslieIlihnm narer
to lier every moment ; but she was pavingZ nu attention to the
lieavens overhead, or the music the waters, mae s they\ %-wl
came to lier, for slie was sittiig, leanfing back ganthtle rockvY
watt-lier bare brown arnis clasped above lier huad, lier liaiir
forming a striking background for botti formi aiid faeut beur
-eyes were looking far out beyond the scelle, andsheneihe
dreamit for a moment of tlie picture she madle, 1nor Wvascosou
of the gaze bent upon lier.

Belle Marie," hie said softly. Slie startedl at tlie soui( îmd f
his voice, wliule a wave of color suffnsed the ,wrh kin and
told in an instant the tale lie wislied to know. Ileha tautghit
her his own language, and slie spoke it fairly mwell, thlat chuldl of
the forest to whoxn books were unknown; lier sole lessns mil
she met hlm beig learnit from the carols of tlie birds, t le \%înids
whistling tlirough the tre"es, the perfunie of the flowercs, aind the
murmuring of the waters as they beat uponi tht hot

"Mon Matre " she replied, risinig. snddeu2ilv \0ile the culo)r
left bier cheeks, taking witli it even the roses thiat %vue a:1a\\

Where have you been, nia Belle?" lie asked.
Inu the woods: on the river: witli my peo-ple," wa the

disjointed reply, as she looked down at the salid beineath lier fect.
"ýBut you have not been to see me for lonig-I have mse

you very mucli. Why did you stay?" H1e camet inearer to lier
but shie turned on him witli the fury of a yotmg tigress aýs she

"You did not miss me. You-you-whio talkedl to Ile j ust
to pass the time away, becanse the woxnen you av knouwn,


