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To this indebtedness to bis father Bryant thus alludes in
his beautiful and pathetic Il Poemr, to Death ":

Alas !I littie thougbt that the stern power,
XVlose fcarfuil praise I sang, would try mie thus
Before the strain was c-nded. It must cease
For lie is in his grave, who taught rny yonth
The art of verse, and in the bud of life
Oflcred me to the Muses. Oh, cut off
IJntimiy !W lien thy reason in its strengtb,
Ripened by years of toil and studious search,
Andi xatch of Nature's sulent lessons, taught
Tby biaud to practise best the lenient art
'1-o wbicb tbou gavest thy laborious days,
Andi, last, thy life. ."

To bis motber lie owed that force of character wbich
SbOwed itsclf in ail bis actions, and ever kept hiîn in the
Patlis of trutli and rectitude whicb he followed througbout
bis alrnost blameless life. Shie was a woman of great
Strength of character, and, as is generaiiy tbe case with
Suicl people, xvas very affect ionate and rendered the borne-
life of the boy a very bappy one. Indeed few of our poets
Were more fortunate in tlieir parents than Bryant.

THe early showed bis love for nature, and probably
11owhere couid more suitable surroundîngs for a poetic
rnind be found than those of bis beautiful Hlampshire
borne, witb its bis and valleys, woods, lakes, and streams,
ail of wvbicli we hiave celebrated in tbe poet's verse.

Whien sixteeni years old Bryant went to Williams' Col-
lege. This is cbiefly of interest for the effect the inagnificent
Scenery of the I-ioosac Valley had on bis work, and tbrough-
Ouit his life lie continued to visit these scenes of bis cbild-
hOod arîd youtb, whicb calirned many a turnuit in that noble
heart. We can imagine tbe reserved, thoughtful-but neyer
Mlorose-student xvandering off alone ta commune witb
flature, drinkirîg in inspiration from its majesty, to medi-
ta 1te on the great end of ail, and to forrn plans for the future.
Ail this he expresses in the beautiful poern entitled IlGreen
kiver," written some time after this, and showing Bryant's
di*sgust for law, wbicb could not fail but be repuignant to

hiwith bis keen sense of justice.
Leaving college, Bryant studied at home for sometime,

Where he wrote a littie paetry. But al! the time be was
thinking out bis great poem IlTbanatopsis," a remarkabie
Illeditative, poemn of deatb. When it appeared Bryant's
genius was at once recognized. It was the first enduring
POern in Arnerican literature, and was ail tbe more remnark-
able for biaving been written by a boy only eigbteen years
Oid, an age when most poets are writing lighit and gay love
P'erns. This poem, so serions, Sa elevated and so noble
shoWs uis that Bryant was one of the few-perbaps fortu-
ua.,te, perbaps unfortunate-to whorn tbe pbilosophic mmnd
tomles early in life. This too is seen in bis great apprecia-tiOI 01of Wordswortb at an age wlien most people can see
1lttie in birn. He himseif said that uponi apening Words-

blortb, a tbousand springs seemed ta gusb up at once in
'S beart and tbe face of nature of a sudden ta cbange into
a tra1nge fresbiness and life. This remarkable poern is
Velrtten in biank verse, whicb Bryant handled sa xveii, and

the sirnpîest words imaginable are used. Here 1 mnav
ýeitiOn tbat one of Bryant's chief cbarms is bis perfec-t
ýItflicity. He neyer strove for effect eitber in bis life or

b' is paetry. We find none of tbat excessive adornment,
osCUirity and far-fetcbed comparison wbicli so mar the

Wo0 f rnany xvriters tbat it is often a problin. wbat tbey
ïe taling about. Bryant neyer went beyond bimself.
t eWas too sincere. During bis editorsbip he neyer

atse waging wragainst afettoand leonce said to
4 Oung riter afflicted with this plague, like rnany of our
itlegauts nay, graduates as weii: "lCaîl a spade by
1 ý naine, Elot a weli-known oblong instrument of manual

Wb r., lat is sa admirable about tbe man is tlîat he
Piý reached and practised, for it would be difficuit to

ac 'n Obscure line in one of bis poemns. . .- Front an
ciY ead by Miss M. Mackenzie before thte Modern Language
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ANOTHER SONG.

Must we still follow the dusty road ?
Say flot that tbence we mnust neyer stray.

The pleasant patb tbrough tbe fragrant xvood
Is haply-wiîo knows ?-the better way.

Wliat boots it ta sow, if none rnay reap ?
The flowers are sweet in tbe forest glades.

Shahl we leave tbern unbeeded ta ope anti sleep,
A beauty wasted in eachi tbat fades?

Fear not nighit's darkness in yonder clouds
First mnust tbey biazon tbe western air.

Lose îîot tbe beauty that ail ensbirouds;
Tbe nighit rnay be dark, but tbe day is fair.

J. S. LANE.

THE "lENGINEERS" ' DINE.

Tbe third annual School of Science dinner was held
last Friday niglit in the Arling-ton biotel. The success of
the affair was greater tban was anticipated by the commit-
tee, for it was fcared that owing to inany circuinstances
tbe students would not respond ta the dinner cail.

At half-past eigbit o'clock the guests to the number of
about ten, inciuding part of the Faculty, a number of grad-
uates, and about seventy undergrads sat dawn ta a dinner
which arnpiy satisfied the requirernents of tbe inner inan,
and in saine cases more than satisfied them. Wbien the
feasting had corne ta an end, the chairman, Mr. R. W.
Thornson, '92, arose and addressed a few words of wel-
corne to guests, Facuity, grads, anti students, and tben
cailed upon the vice-chairnian, Mr. E. W. Hinde, '93, to
propose the toast ta, tbe Queen. After tbis hiad been
deepiy drunken and the National Anthern sung, Mr. V. G.
Marani in a neat speech proposed the toast ta, Canada.
Messrs. C. H. Mitchell, '92, and A. T. Fraser, '94, re-
sponded. The îîext toast on the list was that ta the Fac-
ulty and xvas received withi cheers ; it was propased by
Mr. E. W. Hinde, '93. Prof. Galbraith responded for the
Faculty, and bis iuteresting rernarks were follawed with
great attention. He spake of rnany new items of interest
in cannectian with the course, inicluding the new faurth
year and the mucb desired degree, which bas naw becarne
a certainty. During bis address hie made saine very touch-
ing allusions ta the late Mr. J. K. Robinson, '91, tbe rnuch
loved president, who occupied the chair at the last dinner.
Dr. Ellis and Mr. Stewart followed in neat speecHtes, and
arnid vociferous requests the new professor, Dr. Colinan,
ivas brougbit ta the platforrn and received with chieers ; he
spoke a few wards of greeting, expressing bis pleasure at
being present for the first time at the dinner of S. P. S.
Speeches frarn Mr. C. J. Marani and Mr. J. A. Duff, B.A.,
the new Feliaw in Engineering, ended the response fram
tbe Faculty.

Tbe toast ta tbe Engineering Profession was proposed
by Mr. A. T. Laing, '92, and was responded ta, by Mr.
Ailan McDougall, C.E., the representative from the Can-
adian Society of Civil Engineers ; also by Messrs. Keele,
' 93, and Wood, '94, in beliaif of the students. Next came
a toast ta the Graduates, proposed by W. A Lea, '92.
This was respanded ta, by Messrs. Chiewett, '88, Canniff,
'88, Richardson, '88, Laird, '86, Lane, '91, and Ilthe tbree
Bowrnans," '85, '86, and '9o. Mr. Laschinger proposed
the toast ta the Engineering Society, respanded ta by
Messrs. R. W. Thornson, '92, McPherson, '93, and Gibson,
' 94 (P.L.S,). The toast ta IlOur Guests " was praposed
by J. B. Hanley, '93, in response ta which addresses of
greeting were received frorn Sergeant Vercoe, of Royal
Military College, Kingston, who was given the hanars af
"lHe's a joiiy gaad fellow," and three cheers for R.M.C.,
and A. J. Van Nostrand, P.L.S., fram the Provincial Land
Surveyors' Association.

Foilowing this carne the toast t, the Freshrnen, pro-


