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cl ? iVili the crown of IDruskeni he the reward of bis
trcachery ? Soldiers, forward tii the oiislatîght, and

down witlh the borse oif Nor-thlîiriat!
Osbnieth's tronlîs were winding with hnrried maîrcbl

throughi a Jleep narrow gien e'erluiiig wîth beetling clift
and dark pine, whieu a flight tif arrows made bis vanguard
recoil an(d fall back on the main1 hody, wbichi tbey had
scarce reached wlîen rugged masses of rock, tluick as bail,
ami witlî a noise like tlîundler, careerilîg fromn the beigbits
abeve, carried deatb and destruction tbrougbi his thickest
ranks. ''Oîîward, Saxons !" slîoited the ebief, antd agaiîî
bis wanriors rushied onward. ''Reiiieiber Var-no !"1 was

sbouted iiu reply, anti Pictisbi battie axes instantly flashied

death on the disordered Saxons. Osbiîetb escaped ;but

the lîest of bis bowmeu were lef t in that narrow glen.
The sonitif Pictavia, was now setting. Sue hiad put

forth ail lier streîîgth at Sconie ;but as the teînpest over-
turns the osît of a thousand winters, and strews its
lîciors to the gale, so sank suce benleath the fury of lier
implacable focs.

Varno hasteîîed to the capital, tbere to inake a last
stand for tlhe houtor oif bis fatherlaud, if îîot for its salve-
tion. ; and tbere too lîasteued tlhe veiîgefnl Kennetb.
Varnio found tlhe city desertcd lîy ail itut thîe aget ud
feeble, anJ tlhe remparts too extended for bis little band of
patriots te unake even a show of resistance ; but resols ing
to brave tIhe tenîpest tii the lest, lie stationed bis devoted
fellowers belinid the western gate oif tlhe City. Thle day
faded into Jlarkuiess; but well coul hie perceive the
enward mardi of the Sent hy the flames of burning castles
and cottages. At length the veuierable seat of Pictish
power anti regal splendour shook wîtlî the war-yell et the
eneîny. W'ildly Jid Lt rinîg from ttîwer tii turret ;but nu
warlike response flung back dlefiance. Now and theit
niglit be lîcarul the screamns of wonenî as tlîey presseil ini

frenzied desjiair their iunfaiits to flîcir liosoni ; or thîe
stifled lamentations of nid mîenî as tlîcy toit tlhe weakîîcss
cf tîjeir arnus eail thouglit of tbe strengtlî of tîxoir yîîutlî;
but no souîid to stir tlhe spirit t>, mighty Jeeds resoinîid
tbrougb the îlesertcd streets anJ sileuît palaces, lier
prîde badl passed away ; lier strengtl bail withercîl
bencath tlhe dreadeil cleynio'e ; tlhe cîîp of bier Jestiîiy
was fiIIeJ to, the brin, andl aîîcther day's si111 would
beliold hoer tino blackened mnass ot sinoiildering rubis.

Kennetlî bail anticipated but slighit opplosition. He
kiiew that Droskeîî bcd tlirown bis entire resources on
ene chance, anJ that chance lied operate"J tu the coniplote
destruction of lis kîngdonî ; but when lie approaclii the
gate anJ saw Lt open, auJ ut> warrior to dispute the
entrance, lie slîruîk lîack, aweîl ly sucb a Jark picture of
extreme lîelplessness. Mfe listencil ; lîut the liunîi of
multitudes bail given pîlace to, thîe deep) vuîiceless silenice
of the wilderness. Tbe faint listant wlîistle of a ployer
ameîîg thîe bals was hearîl alîtve the murmuring of the
City, and everytbing arouud betokencil the lifclessuîess
ef the grave.

"Adlvancc, Seotchmen! thîe saucy Iicts are ashainiti of

their s isitors!", was the liall -soleniii, hlf -elated Comniand
of Kenuîetlî. Ris forenîost raîîks ruslîed witlîin tlhe gate
with a fabît straggling cheer, that ives instauitly lrowîetl
ini the unixpecteil conutcr-shoiit of ''iictavia !Pictavia I'
Silence flou, antI the cry and liorrid eag cf deadly con-
fiLet rent the air. ''Forward! torwarîl t" cried Keiîneth,
anti the Scots pressed ou; but tlhe battie-axe of Marne
waved like a tbujjiuler-lolt, and lis trnisty fîîllowers,
aiîliig lus energies witbi kiuîdreil courage, heweîl down
rauk after renk of the pressing foe. But onward still
ruslîed tbe Scot, and faiîit and fcwer waxed their rival
blades. Kennetu pressed forward to tlhe conflit. By
the fire-flasti of -teel hie perceived lus lest eîîtagoîîist.
''Alpin !" lie exclaiined, andi lîtrled lis spear. A groan,
a rush, a shout, a spaýrkling-sbliverinig-îattliing of swords
forceil the Nects backward uiitil resistaenc:, eeased.

''Alpinî! Alpiii !" againi shook the skies, anJ in a few
heurs Abernetlîy <natte the deuilds Ilurid by lier lîurning
palaces.

The spear of Kennetli had pierced the heart of Vantei.
Mis few remaiiug vessaIs bore away tihe body oif tlîcir

lord. Ere inoriîuuig liglît lus boidy wii5 laid rieuir tlhe îîrae
tlîat bouinis tlhe hur, anJ for inany a century it resteul
there in peace.

''And Jees it net rest there still ?' I asked. ''O ne,'
replied uîy cempanien. "Twelve unontlîs ago tlhe place of
lus repose was profaîîeîl for the purpose of unaking una-
prevemnents. A rude coffinu copiscîl Of a uniler of flat
stonies was then foruned, auJ îîaîîy caine long distances te
vie w thîe boues it contaiued."

''Anti whcre îîow are the reliets of the ebief Y
"Ask thie winds wbcre are tlhe eloulds of yesteriiight."

TflE ENI).

W TEN ilînîlt is cast upoli a mnas tradlitional beliefs
lue is aît to feed as if lie bail been eut loose fueili

bis unuioriii"s, ctI w ero druftîig lîelplcssly imite au in
knitwuî sea. Houuc1e to the clonservattive Greek the SopWi
ists sceieîîe to have tuorii up sîîciety trou> its .,rOts. Still

thîeir piiilosîîîdical tîtînlt wes iiecessary, because tlhe laW
Of blnuuiu Pîogress is fir-,t contructioun, scondî iiestrn"-'
tioui, an1d( tlîimd reconustmuctmuon. NVe muîay eveni scy that

the Soplîists' wcre uîot scouitical euîîugh. Thiey ouglît te
hiave carrieti tlîcir sceptic-isxî tii thic poinît tif iutigthe
stability of a soccty blich tîîgetlîcr solely l'y the prixîcile
cf private intcrcst. T1hio ('yreliaics bctd the "'courage et
their opinîionîs," andî expresseil iii a pi ecise doctrinie the
ideas xvbich the Soîhîists lîcîtI as v'agiue anîd illdeflned
ceuiVictions. Aristîppus of ('yreuic, flue foiuuier et the
Cyreîiaic schîool, was sulieri<ii tii lis pretiecessors ini tlie'
tligs. (J) HIe was uîet coxîfenîf tii regarîd conuct Il'
gîîverned by a nuinher cf sjîecal riles, lînt lie bouul thIat
all coniluet is dircctedi tii a siîîqjIc endîl vi'!. pleftslîre«
Why sîmoulil a <nais le liions, or just, or p atriiîtic, if îo
becanse îîiety anJ justice anti patriotisun, as lie heiieve 5 '


