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(JELIJO ST'UDIES IN (JANAI)A.*

T IME wa8 when the only external evidences of the study
of Celtic in Canada were the CGaelic Sunday services

of Presbyterian ministers in rural settiements, and the
occasional appearance of poems in the saine language in
connection with the bagpipe~s, at wbat some of their
votaries called IlThe Culdawuian Gemms." The Presby-
terian Theological Colleges, even, paid littie or no atten-
tion to the language of the Gael, allowing Highland stu-
dents to qualify tbemselves as best they might for preaching
in the speech of Paradis . 0f recent years, however, these
studies have received a great impetus, arising, doubtless,
from the prominence attained by them in the Old World,
and te their ad vocacy by such scholarH as Prof essor Blackie,
Dr. Matthew Arnold, and M. Gaidoz, of La iRevue
Celtique. In some of our larger cities, occasional services
in Welsb as well as ini Gaelic are beld ; and several news-
papers of note furnisb their readers f rom Urnme to time with
a Gaeijo column. Some time ago, a Celtic Society was
formiel in Kingston, in connection with the University of
Q ieen's College, wbich did good work, and comprised
among its meinhers gentlemen who, though flot to the man-
ner born, had acquired ruucb proficiency in the Gaelic
tongue. Whethr that Society flourishes or lias derarted
this life .1 cannot say, but the first supposition bas this in
its favour, that the l' New Queen's Yell is:-

Queen's îteens 1Qieens
OÙt thigli na Iianrighinn gu brath !
Cha gheill <'lia glieil Cha gieil

In Toronto, the Gitelic Society of latpr bîrth maintains an
honourable existence under the worthy presidency of Mir.
W. 1. àMackeuzie ; and some of its members, notably Mr.
David Spence, have enriched the Transactions of the
ICanadian Institute " and other journals with articles on

the language and tbe literature of tbe Gael.
The Celtic Society of Montreal is, however, the most

amnbitious and prorinent of sucb institutions. Organized
in 1883, under the 1ev. Dr. MacNisb, of Cornwall, wbo
bids fair to be its perpetual president, as he is the greatest
master of the Celtic languages on the continent, this
society publislied its first volume of transactions in 1887.
Tbis first volume of 230 pages has found many readers on
both aides of the Atlantic, and is daily increasing in value.
Tbe Society tbereafter quietly continued its work uutil
about a week ao, when a second volume of eigh ty-eight
pages mnade its appearance, comprising soma of the papers
read before the Society during Sessions 1884-85 to 1886 91.
[t contains ten articles, one of tbem hbeing a poem on
Niagara, a well-worn 8ubject, by Mr. Archibald Mac-
Killop, the blind bard of the Society. As in the former
volume, valuable materials for the bistory of Uhc Coýlt in
the Lower Provinces, in the County of Glengarry, and in
the North-West, were furnisbed by th(- Rev. Dr. Blair,
John Mebennan, Esq., ex-M.P., and the Rov. Dr. Bryce,
s0, in the present, Sheriff MacKellar and Mir. Archibald
MacNall, ex-M.P., give aceounts of the settlement of
the townships of Aldborough and Lochiel, respectively
These reminiscences of honoured pioneers are simple, but
graphic, and full of interest. Two writers, who hava
passed into the other world since their papers were placed
in the Society's bands, Mir. Neil Brodie and the R-v. Neil
MacKinnon, have learnedly and pleasantly disoussed the
question of the continuance of (iaelic speech in Canada;
and anotlier departed member, tbe 11ev. D. W. Rowland,
bas exploded the mytb about the Madoc or Welsb Indians.
A tbougbtful essay in comparative pbilology is the Rev.
John MacKay's Gaelic Substantive Verbs. Mr. Hugb
Machol indicates the existence of Gaelic poets in Western
Ontario, and furnisiies a modern tale of witchcraft. A
paper replete witb classical lore and historical reasoning is
that of the Rev. A. MacLean Sinclair, entitled "lAre the
Kelts of Kimmerian oriin? " Mr. Sinclair is a scbolar
wortby of the higlîtst respect, so that when 1 answer that
"sa positive konkînsion kannot klearly be konfirmed," the
cacograpby of the response bas reference flot te the writer,
but to what seemns to my nind a senseless scbism in
otograpby, soniewbat on a par witb Ilfonetik spelin."

The gem in tbe Transactions of tbe Society is the presi-
dent's paper on Il A Gaelic Cuneiform Inscription." Some
time ago. under the title., or, as our Amemican cousins
improperly say, caption, Il Unibrîa Capta," Dr. MacNishi
furoished indisputable proof of the Celtic character of ýhe
Umbrian Eugubine Tables, engraved in Italy ini 180 B.C.
In that communication to the Canadian Lutitute the
learned president cbaractcrized the language of the
Umbrian Tables as the oldest Gaelic extant. Hec bas since
found reason to change this opinion, wbîle still adhering
to bis reading of the Tables ; for a cuneifomm tablet from
Tell el Amana in Egypt, transmlita.rated by Drs. Sayce and
Winckler, yields sense and exhibîts relationship in and to
no kno.vn family of buman speech but the Celtic. That
its language is neither Semitic, sub-Semitic, Indo Ger-
manic, or cuneiform Turanian, the labours of speciaiists
bave abundantly proved. Drs. Sayce and Winokler think
it is Hittite, but this, Professor Campbell, who bas made
Hittite bis forte, confidently denies. Since, then, Dr.
MacNisb furnishes an accurate and close gramumatical and
lexical rendering of this ancient document by the Gielic
bancb of thse Celtic tongues, there is no valid reason for
doubting bis conclusion, that Gaelic was a iteramy ian-
guage in the neigbbourbood of Palestine before the time of
Moses, or some 1600 years BC. It is impossible to over-

0 " Transactions of the Celtic Society cf Montreal ; omprising
8011k5 cf the paî,ers n-ad hefore the Society during Sessions 1884-85 to

1886-9U' Mctreal W. Dry8dale and Com~pany. 1892.

estimate the gain to Comparative Pbilology, as well as to
Historical and Etbnological Science, imparted by this

y important discovery, wbicb solves the vexed problem of
s Sumerian speech.

r PESSIMI SM.

Tiru city hums with an eternal din;
Each corner seems a mart for busy trade,
Wbere man, and cbild, and tender, soft-cbeeked maid

Rush ta their tasks, and fiecely strive to win
A crust from the mad whirl, where good and sin

Are by each othcr's side twin-powers arrayed.
Scarce can we tell to whom is bornage paid,

Wben good is worshipped, wbere sin's rites begin.

Sorow and weeping bang about the good;
Weeping and sorrow are in sin's drear track

3 Sbadows seem) hovering over ahl the eartb.
E Here one would die, but sin supplies life's food
1 There one goes burdened and with toil-bent back,

Hie follows good, and starves 'mid others' mirth.
Kinqyston, Ont. T. G. MARQUIS.

COlRkSPONDENUE.

"ART SALES" ; THIE OTHEFR SIDE OF' THE 5TORY.

To the Editor of THE Wî<EK

Sm,-Into Uic three pers3onal cases cited by your cor-
respondent, Il R. A. D.," in your paper of the 1 Itnh inst., 1
deoflot propose ta enter. It would be, at best, but matter
of opinion. As to the general question, bowever, nothing
could bave surprised me more than the charge again8t
Canadian artists of Il ridicul)uï prices affitgý to thoir
pictures." I sbould bave said exactly tbe roverse. 1 m-ay
bc an oject of deision to every commercial mmd -or let
me rather say to some o? tbem-but I have, at one time and
another, bougbt some eih or ten Canadian pictureî, in
oit and water-colour, at the vemy moderato prices askcd
without proposing the reduction of a single dollar.

1 can give you a vemy remarkabla example of bow
prone artists are to unider-estimate their proàuctions. In
an early number of the Fine Arts Qucrterly Review there
i4 a regular profes4ional rdcord of the sale by auction of
the Ilcelabrated collection o? the late Mr. Eihanan Bick -
nell." It was bis habit ta purchage, alînost exc!uiiv(ely,
off the oa4els of living artists. ln this way he laid ont
about £25,000, and bis pictures rcaizjd abrnt tbrcc timps
that sum. This fact 1 bad fru)m one of bis dtughteri. In
some instances the prices given originaliy ara a ldad I"as a
curýous item for conîparison." From this it is tebgatbered
that certain pictumes of nine paînters brougbt toaMir. Bîck-
nell's faînily a clear gain of more than .£27.000, s losi to
the same citent falling on the artists, Say $ 130,000, and
mark pamticularly that these were not m(on who cou Id ho
supposed not to know the value of their worki, but paint-
crs of tbe bighest esta blished reputation, aleady rich
men, most of them, and well able to hold out for tbeir fLi Il
price, alilof them members of the Royal Acadeiny but two,
and they watem-coloum painters of corrasponding repute.
Their pictures not only doubled and trebled their co4t, bitt
fetched eigbt, nine, fifteu, twenty, and even in one
instance thirty times the amount received for them. This
may well seem to be fabulous. 1 bave purposely abstained
fmom more figures than were absolutehy necessamy, because
they are always confusing, but, in case o? incredulity,
every amount shahl be verified to the letter from the
printed record itself, wberein the whole sale is reported,
picture by picture. Lt is iin the number of the Review for
October, 1863, pages 420-422.

t may be added-tbough nlot to the point-that a
sketch by Stanfield, doue,, it is said, in tbmee bours, fetched
£141, say $700. The trne spent on a work of art may or
rnay net be any criterion o? its value. Sir Joshua Rgy-
nolda replied to an objector on the gound of sa many
heurs only bcing given to bis portrait, IlSir, it is the work
o? tbirty years."

For the rest, Canadian art is struggling yet, and must
until it can conquer its position ; ray that be soan I
Then its present depreciators will be on their knces to it, as
bas been the good fortune o? ail art princes, ancient and
modern. R. C.A.

110W FRIE TRADE WOULD NOT BENEFIT CANADA. t

The înost hogical conclusions from the truest principle are practi-t
calhy false unhess in drawing themi allowance is made for the counter-8
working of other principles equally true in theory and equally depen-
dent for practical truth on co-ordination witb the fi rat. ---Jiskop Stubbs.

To the Editor of THiE WEEK :
SiR,-Allow me to thank Mm. Sutherland for bis kind t

letter in your issue of December 4, and to agree with birn a
that it is nearly tirne our controvcrsy were bmeught to a s
close. I suppose it were too much to expeot that gentle-e
man to confess that be is mistaken in bis views of unre-c
sticted free trade as pactically applied to Canada,t
regardless o? the action taken by other countries in tbe
matter, for the folly of trying to convince a man against
bis will bas become proverbial, and I suspect that Mm.c
Sutherland bas already reached that age uit wbich the 9
opinions sud ways of most men bave become deinitely t
crystallized whetber for good or for evil. Hia ideas have N

bbeen cast in a free trade mould and are probably unalter-
able. 1 have ne reason to doubt that Mr. Sutherland is
sincerely devoted to the best interests of our country, and
1 neyer was conscious of baving insîuuated anything to
the contrary, but, althougb I duly respect bis opinions, 1
think the course be advocates is not the one best adapted
to Canada's welfare and to the development of hem insti-
tutions and to the ensurîng of our freedoîn. That there
are many wongs to be redresscd in connection with our
interraI government cannot be truthfully denied. It may
be that the principle of protection bas been carried te
extremes in some respects, and the voice o? the country is
beginning to dcmand freer commercial intercourse in cer-
tain directions, and limited reciprocal free trade seems to
be the recognized fashion of the more advanced nations,
but it is as important to encourage the taste for manuac-
turing in a young country as it is te encourage independent
govemnmcnt, for many o? the wants of its people are
peculiar to local conditions that cannot be satisfactorihy
suppiied fromn without.

1 think it is an answcr te those who severely criticize
the National Pelicy to say that thcy are "ruuning down
the country," for the construction cf the C.P.R., as it now
stands, was part cf the progamme o? that policy, aud the
opponents te the construction cf the road are chîargea with
opposing à upon the assumption that our North-West was
not wotb the expeuce of opening it up for settleinent, and
the agents cf competiug Amnerican roads tiok advarîtage
of that statement made by some o? our Illeading states-
men " and gave it the widest pubiicity tbmoughiout Europe,
but their ultimate object baviug been attained, and the~
fallacy o? their false statemeuts rcgamdiug or Nortb-West
haviug beeu revealed, 1 thiuk we înay conidcutly Iook
forwamd te more rapid pmogmess in the future. The aunex-
ation cmy, coincideut witb the course taken by the Oppo-
sition at the hast general election, did us some daioago, as
it bad a tendeucy te excite a distmust in the ninds of
foreigners as to the stability o? our institutions. Oi
course it would be to> much te say that these are the only
or even the principal causes cf our backwardtiess as cein-
pared te our neighboui-s, for the most important reaseus
are quite beyoud our control sucb as climatic -conditions
which in certain respects are in faveur cf the tUnited
State3, and thit wis a uîoit impotirt coniideratian with
the eamhy setthcrs. While II" New France" wasi stil itthe
b .ter thîn a bowling wilderneîs ai iny cf the States btzd
bacoîn- toieribly w,'Il settlea, and the tide ef emigmatiosi
once having set in thit direction and capital invested in
th,ý country witli cvcrytbing favoumable a more rapid
gmowtb was cn4umed to themn. As for the unusaahly slow
gmowtb o? Ctntda during the hast decade it may he
aocounted for by the special efforts put forth by certain
Amn-rican railmeal companies who are hea&rLihy.jealous o?
the C. P. R. to induce settlers te the Western States. If
our growtb bas been csmparatively slow it bas been sccadv
and beahthy, and, beyonîd a fe.w skirrnishes with the
Indians, our country bas neyer been ent asunder by con-
ticting interests. Momeover, wc have neoflegme pmoblem
for our statesmen cf the net vemy distant future te settle.

lu training and developinq' a child it is the ist duty
of the trainem te try te ascertain what the niatural gifts cf
the cbiid are, and to encourage their early development
by urging it te activity and reînovingy obstructions te
bealthy pregress, and that generalhy requimes a little
sacrifice at the start in order that the final result may be
more satisfactomy. Recent reports show tbat Bitaiti's
forcign trade is seriously on thie decline, and this fact
together with the statemeut that there is oonsiderably over
a billion of dollars o? British capital iuvcsted in Canada
and the United States alone, besides what is invested in
the South American States, the West Indies, Africa,
India, Polynesia and Japan, bas a very important beaîing
on the conclusion o? the preseut coutrovemsy, fer is it net.
chear th tt the principal cause o? tise falling off o? British
trade is the protective policies adopted by ber former cus-
tomers '?

Lt bas occummed te me to ask Mm. Sutherland where lie
proposes to find a permanent and profitable market for al
our natural producta 1 ibis world is net lltopian in char-
acter ; it id tbe oid stery of the struggle for the Il survivai
o? the fittest." Thanking THEs Wisis for its courtesy and
bopiug 1 bve cleared the subject up a ittie for Mm.
Sutherhand, 1 wiiI now close. C. H. CHURCH.

Merriclcville, Ont, Dec. 11, 1891.

THERE id ne sort o? wrong deed of wbich a man can bear
the puuisbrnent alone ; you can't isolate yourself and say
that cvii that is in yen shaîl net spread. Men's lives arc
as thorougbly biended with each other as the air tbey
breathe ; cvii spmeads as necessamily as disease.-George
Eliot.

LT is certaiuiy curions and, perhaps, a ittle aiamming
te be told that the douce Ayrshire folk, panting to become
adepts in cheese-rnaking, but unable te fiud a capable
scientific instmuctor in North Britain or among the South.
cmn peck-puddings, bad actually sent te Canada for a
cheese-mastor. What bad been the result ?h Lt wad said
that before the scientific system of Canadian cbeese-mak-
ing had been adcpted, the Scotch daimy-farmrnes had got
within a shilling of each other in the prices which their
cheeses ?etched at rnarket ; but, after sitting for a while
at the feet o? the magician frorn the Dominion of Canada,
the Ayrsbire cheeses realized fifteen shillings per hundred.
weight moe-London Daily TeL-graph. 1


