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judiciai deoision based on an interpretation o! law. The quéstion which
the press may legitimatoly discuss is whother there is any ruai danger o!
injustice ta individuals, sucli as should ho suffored ta ovorbalance the very
great advantage ta the public, !rom the riglit of making sucli a goneral
inquest as that condemned hy Judge Robertson's judgmont. To most
porsons it will ho liard ta sou what a contractor or other porson whose
transactions have belon fair and ahove board, can have ta fear !rom the
fuliest, investigation. JE false evidence is given, or libellous statements
made, the ordinary modes of redress are, wo suppose, open to him. On the
other hand tho eft'ect of preventing a court from freoly !oliowing linos of
inquiry which may hcoapened up in the course of the investigation, would
very o! ton ho ta defeat the chie! end o! such investigation. If it could be
known beforohand just what spocific charges could ho sustained against
individuals the goneral inquiry would bu unnecossary.

Tiiic election o! ton supporters o! the prosent Manitoba Government
by acclamation shows how complote lias been tho revolution a! feeling in
that province. Mr. Norquay, himself, is theoanly momber of the late
Government who is soeking re-election. Ahl the others, strange to say,
have eithor le! t the country or are retiring from local politics. A goad
many charges, bath o! mismanagemont and o! wrong daing, are made
against Mr. Greenway and his associates. There sooms no reason to
suppose that the Government is exceptionally strong in ability. And yet
tiere seeme no roam whatover ta doubt that it wiil ho sustained hy a very
large niajority. This cocurs in a province in which, but a little ago, con-
servative influence was ovorwhelming-. The simple explanation o! the
change is no doubt that the people recognize in Mr. Greonway and bis
colleagues those who have !reed their province from the shackles o! rail way
monopoly, and wham they helieve they can trust to keep it froe. The
revoît against railway domination is deep and gonuine.

THs refusai o! the British Privy Council to entertain the application
for beave ta appeai in the Giongarry oloction. case shouid ho grati!ying
rathér than tho opposite ta ail parties. Whatover view may bu takun a!

f the mernts of the particular question in dispute, it is aurely botter that
thero should ho even rare failures o! justice in the Canadian courts than
that the practice of appeal to England in ellection cases should become
estahiished. The roasans are indeed both strong and obviaus why such
matters should ho decided at home. Sa long as ellection disputes were
invostigated hy the Legislature themselves, hy means of their own
machinery, reconsidoration hy the limperial authorities would have heen
considered as out of the question, and an infringement of our canstitu-
tional autanomy. But.the principlo involved can hardly ho thouglit ta ho
changed, nar would the over-ruling o! the limperial authorities ho renderod
leas ohnoxious, by the !act that our Parliament lias chasen to liand over ta
tie courts the matters it formerly decided for itself.

TnE remaarkable action o! the Quehec Government and Logielaturo in
vating $400,000 ta the Jesuit Fathers in liquidation o! their dlaim for
praperty coiifiscated at the conquost is likely ta ho praliflc af trouble for Mr.
Mercier for many days ta came. it is but charitable ta suppose that the

-'Liberal Premier and lis supporters doom the act ane o! just restitution,
* but il is liard to understand by what course o! reasaning thoy have reached

that convicti 'n. Granting, even, that the original depnivation was harsli
and unwarranted, which. is granting a groat deal, it can scarcely ho denied
jthat the dlaim of thase ta wliom this large sum o! money is now given,
ta ho the law!ui successors and heirs of the original granteles, is o! the
most slender description. The ver>- facl. of their acceptance o! the sum
named, in lieu o! the millions ta which they are rght!uly entitled, if
the>- are entitled ta, anything, is of itsel! a suspicious circumstance. lit
may not perliaps ho conclusive againet the equit>- o! their dlaim, since it
i. quite possible that a rigliteous dlaim m .a> ho found incapable o! heing

*legally enforced, and ma>- therefore ho regarded as a fit case for compro.
miso. But, as 'nattera at prescrnt appear, hoth the pahitical expodien>- and
the morality o! the transaction are, ta say the least, extremel>- doubtful,
and the Government are likol>- ta, find themmelves ill bestead ta de!end it
cither ta their own supporters, or the people of the Province gonoral>-.
The layaity ta Part>- which ma>- suffice ta carry through the Legislature

f a doubtfui measaure, is often found ta hbave undergone ini the proceus a
starain whioh ma>- prove the beginning ot diaintegration or dimruption.
Idications are not weAting everý 1ow which pOiý to Buck~ % oelt a~f possible i ubo

SIR CH&RLE@s TUPPER did well to lay before the annual meeting of the
State-aided Colonization Association in London the great advantages offered
by the Dominion to immigrants of the right stamp. Thero can bo ne
doubt, whatever, that a large transfer of population from the crowded
districts of the Mother Country to the broad, fertile unoccupied, domaifli
of Canada, if it couid but bu rightly managed, might be made a great
benefit to both countries, as well as a lasting blessing to the people
migrating. But truth and justice forbid ub to shut our eyes to the
one great fact which renders, and must, so far as ail can se, continue to
render it extremely doubtful, whether the. Government of either countr~y
ean properly aid any such migration with public funds. That !act is Out
contiguity to the United States, and the ease with which the boundary lins
is crossed. There is no barrier of language, race, national customs, Or
international prej udices, such as usually avails to mako change of natiOW
ality disagreeable and difficuit. lIt would bc unwise for either the Britieh
or the Canadian Government to expend the public money in promotiig
transfer of population to Canada, unleas, and until, some guaranteo can b
given and taken that the immigrants wili romain in Canada. Frankly W6
do not se how any sucli security can bo had. Aftor duly discounting SI'

pessimistic views and figures, the fat remains and lias to ho fairly faced,
that Canada lias not succeeded weil in retaining the large numbers 01>~
immigrants who have arrived in the country within the last ton y8arB'
There is fond reason to hope for a hettor showing in the future. The spOre
lands in the United Statas are hecoming scarce and the competitiofl for
the means o! livelihood keener every year, while at the samo drue eh@
advantages Canada lias to offur are becoming botter known and apprOc'
ated. Those same influences will continue to work, but at tho saine tinD0 ,

tho fact we have mentioned will continue for some time to cmo to ho 1
most serious obstacle to any State-aided inovement.

lIN charging a jury in Philadelphia the other day, Judgo Biddlo Egid
"At the present day lotteries are hcld only hy two classes of people-.v'rY

religious people and very bad people ; and, strange to say, the moat diffl,
cuit thing is to eradicate tliem among the flrst-named clase." This reao
aimost as if it miglit bu a commentary, or a satire, upon the course of.tio
Attorney General of Quebec, who is about procoeding against oneOf \th
Frenchi newspapers for continuing to advertise a Louisiana lottery, whiley '00
far as appears, no action is to ho taken to put a stop to Father Labelle", lot-

tory, which is being carried on openly in the province. If it ho said that
the latter lottery is under the patronage of the Churcli, or in its interesto'
and so specially exempted from tho operation of the law, the explanaton

only mnakos the matter worse. lit would ho incredible, wero it net '%I
actual fact, that in a province of Canada a thing is dono by ei'"
teachers, under the auspices of the Churcli, and with the sanction O b
law, which, if done by any other persons for any other purpOso, would ,

both denounced as immoral and punished as illegal. lit i8 snob incoflSW
tencies which !urnisli the Ingersolls o! the day with a large parto! thel"
capital.____

LORD S.ALISBUnY'S soheme for the reform of the House of Lords basa
significance which is quito independent of the nature of the changes h
proposes. Were it not so, the measure wauld scarcely have mneritod the
prolonged discussion to which it lias given rise. Tho essontial uniilupOrtàl9
o! the two innovations which constitute its chief foatures is admitted 011

ahl hands. The creation of life peers to the numbor of five annualiY' tIio
of the five to be selected from the classes included in a narrow 00.toga
and the whole number thus created nover to exceed the limit O! flet>oï'-
about one-twelf th of the wholo H1ouse-is certainly a very mild ifusion
tho rovolutionary ellement. The same may ho said of the seonod pin t e
the Bill, which provides for the cancelling o! the writ of sumînons iii Of0
case o! the hereditary Ilblack sheep," o! whom we have heard se In'1~~
late. The case would probably have to bu one of vory grosB and "r

notorious moral delinquency before the Huse would feel its6lf cale n o!

to use the oxtraordinary powers ontrusted to it for the protecto 10e,,Ve,
own dignity. As even Consorvative journals admit, these reor' t 001
untouched the main objection ta the constitution of the Ilotiso s
exists, viz., that tho absolute riglit to a direct share of legisiatîve Pso!
devolvos by more hereditary succession, and without any test or prod 0

solection, upon somo hundreda o! persans. As Lord Rooebery Poînl"d OU;

no reorganization of the bouse o! Lords can be effectua wiheeot.
introduce the principle of selection or delegation, o a to we'ot»
only the Ilblack shoop " when they have'become notoriotiBJY Vlle bu '

idle, the indifferent, and the incampetent. The real gignific5Dn, 1

ImportAyAço QI the Peiier'ti very i4ic meesue Arise (rom the fQ
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