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This Neepawa Press article proved a

tit..bit for the Free Press of this city,
',,hjch "had no doubt the statement

Of its Neepawa friend was "absoiutely
correct.", And on this foundation,
Wich we have just proved te be abso-

lutev incorrect, our Portage Avenue
Contemporary blids an ingÎenieus cein-
Parison, equally incorrect, of course,

by logical sequence, betweon the nation-
ai school system of Manitoba and the

8eparate school iaw of Saskatchewan.
111 Order te prove that the latter is an

ilTProvement on the former the Free

Press attributes te lis Graco the

Archbishop of St. Boniface a "paternal
supervision" over the St. Boniiface

NormIai Sebool which ba's ne foundation
il facet. Mgr. Langevin does, indeed,
occasionally address the assembied
.ormnaites on matters pedagogical,

but this ho mnight assuredly do in the

Vinnipeg Normal School, were he in-
Vited to do se; and beyond this bis
influence does not extend.

The Church exorcises no control what-

eve7-more's tho pity!-over any Mani-

tOba schools except those wich are sup-
Ported entirely by the voiuntary contri-

butions of Catholies, who also have te
Pay taxes for Protestant public sebools.

The Free Press makes much ado

about the Fosberry school and even

iaIts solemnly that there are other

8chools conducted in the same way.
TO ho sure, there are; all the i-lingual
scbools are conducted in the same com-

n'on sense way. But neithor the Free
Press for the Neepawa Press says a

Word about those absurdly unpracticai
8cbools in which French, Germian or

Plish children are supposed te learn the
frst rudiments of English from a toacher

Who knows ne ether language than

Englisb. There is one of these schools

at Ste. Claire, where the teachor dees

flOt speak a word of the only language
known te twe-thirds of ber pupils.

Of the fifteen chiidren inscrihed on the

register, aine are French Canadians who

do0 net understand a word of what the
teacher says. The average attondance
is about eigbt or nino pupîls, of whoni

Six are French Canadians and two or

three English-speaking. No doubt the

chiidren end by picking up a fow words;

but tbey do se far more slewly and unin-

telligentiy than tbe children of the hi

lingual schools. Tbore are many such

cases where chiidren are penalized and

kept hack by the stupid prejudice of
those wbe object te hbi-lingual schooi:

because of their horror of French.

The Free Press puts in parallel col-

umnns the condition of 4bbe Manitoba

bi-lingnal schools and of tbe Saskat-
chewan separate schools. After what

We bave said, the only point that calis

for comment is this, the last of the Free

Press parallels, the frst quotation re

Presenting the Manitoha National school
law, as administered, while the second

reprsets the Saskatchewan separate
school law.

"Minority Protestant ratepayors eh-

liged by. law te pay taxes te a school to

whicb e they will notsend their cildron.

"Minority Protestant ratepayers em-

Powerod by law te establish a schooc

Of their own if they desire one.".'
Te he perfectly frank, and complete

the Free Press shculd bave added thal

these Protestant minerities are few and

far between, a more handful, wbereaE

inWinnipeg there are ton theusanè

Catholies who are "ebiiged hy law tc

Pay taxes te a scboel te which they wil

flt send tbeir children." But thi
reminder would net suit tbe Neepawï

howlers, who cry eut "imposition, per:

SOution and rohhory" when the lav

Pinches a bandful of their fiiends, anc
WhOf keep silence about the persecutioe

Of ton thousand Catholics. They wanx
liberty for themnselves, net for others

Their idea of freedom is akin te ti

11rishman's description of Engiish fair

Play: I'Reast beef and plumn puddirj
for John Bull, potatees and stirabou

for Pat."
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more reliablo you wouid appoar te

veur readers, had yeu said: "The agi-

tation for soparate schools was startedý

ini 18410, and after a proionged struggie

legisiatien was finaly passed in 1863."

That xveuid ho the simple truth. But

by teiling that truth you couid net have

get ever miy staternent that, ag separate

scheels were ostablished in Quehoc in

the eariy fifties, at least ton yoars hefore

separate schools were estahlished in'

Ontario, therefere there ceuld neot bave

been the cold biooded bargain hetween

the twe provinces, whi eh yeu said there

was.

Again veu say: "No one denies that

the constitution miust be respected-

but ne one familiar with that part of

Canadian Histery dealing with the

creatien o! the constitution can justiy

dlaimi that 'the Pretestant minority o!

Quebec' is responsible for the separato

schooi provisions in that constitutioni."

Here is a plain appoal te histery. Let

us sce what history says on that peint.

At the time the Fathers cf Confedera-

tien met te discuss the ternis of the

confederatien of the provinces, Sir

Aexander T. Gaît and Sir John Rose

were the recegnized leaders of tbe Pro-

testant minority of Quebec, or Lower

Canada, as it was thon called. Both

these gentlemren toek vory stren-g ground

against any form eof a constitution that

did net carefuily and fully guarantee
.te the Protestant Minority o! Lowor

Canada the rights and privilegos of
.separato seheels. So insistent were

' they on this provision that Sir George

'E. Cartier, the leader of the French

'Canadians of Lower Canada, gave bis

1solemn pledge that, if they agreed te

.the constitution passing, hoe weuid sec

that an Act of the First Legisiature of

'Quebec wouid ho passed, grantiiug te the

Protestant minerity all the rights and

eprivileges asked for. Dual represen-

ýtatien was thon allowed and Sr George

rCartier,.who becamo a federai minister,

e seught election aise te the Provincial

'Heuse se that ho couid persenalîF
- redeein bis pledge te Sir A. T. Gaît,l

"Sir John Pose and the Protestant

hminority. Anmd ho did redeoin that

d 1 pledge te the entire satisfaction of

'f1theo minerity. These are histerical

s facts. When 1 return te the city 1

shahl have rnuch pleasure in showing

[- these historical documenta te the Editor

,a o! the Tribune, and 1 shah hoe ver-y

;-much piei',sed if hoe, wiii give thern

't in extenso te bis readers.

[8 I my frst letter te which the Tribune
ýtoek exception, I shoed that the
.1Protestant minority of Quebec through
)their rocognized leaders, were rospon-

E' sible for the clauses'e! the Constitution
ae

guaranteeing separate schools te the

)- nenrity of Quebec, and, in cideritally, te

ýthe Cathlie mnin rity o! Ontario. 1t

Ifurther shewed that whenevOer separate

schois were tberoafter gra.nted te

'-1minoritios, in evory instance these

alftinorities wcre Protestant.

Ailow 'me to conlude hy quoting

yeur clesing remark. You say: ý"The

Quebec Hierarchiy is pitting forth

every effort te prevent- discovering

w;hat the Constitution means- yet that

same Hierarchy is leudcst in its in-

sistence that the Constitution ho rés-

,pected." Now, Sir, why drag that

Hierarchy into and miake themn a party

te this qu1-estion? The Quebec Hier-

archy or the Hierarchy of Canada have

ne scats in eitbcr Hbuse of Pariiament.

They are net responsible for the

Autonomy Buils creating the twe pro-

vinces in the West. It was a majority

of the Members elected by the people

of Canada that passed thoso hbis. I

bave net heard that one memberveting

for those Bills bas accused the Hierarchy

of the Catholîc Cburcb ef any inter-

ferenco with bis liberty te voe just as

ho iked.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier and bis party are

net seeking te place the responsibilitv

Son any ene. Tbey acknowledge _theix

responsihiity te the people of Canada.

Why, thon, in the name of commea

sense and decency, do yeu drag the

;Cathehie Hierarchy in'to this rriatter?

You bave net the sightest authority

kte show for your conduet. Neitber

rdiroctly nor indirectiy bave those mer

3 nterfercd with the free exorcise of the

,Government. This being the case,

what excuse have yen, for daiiy, anc

.several times in a day, accusing thel!
iof doing something tbey have net done,

cand seeking te injure tbeir characters

5 in-*the eyes o! ibeir fellow, cit.izens'

sYou do not,believe eue tenthi o! wbat

1you write of the llierarchy of Canada.

Wby, thon, de you write it? Is it

because yen bave such an abidiî faiti

-i the ignorance and gilibiity of soe

of your read ers, that yen tbink that ai]

a you bave to do is to aay: "lCatholic

while to examine
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* Hierarchy," "Quehec Hietisrchy!" etc.,
etc., to fire their imaginations, iiiflaîne

thoir bearts and fill their minds wth

thougbhts unebhristian of their Cathelic

fllowheings? What do yen .expêct
to gain by this? Others with more
marked ahility, but with simfilar objests
bave played a similar part. ýThe history

ef their dismai failures is writ in larkgo

characters on the politicai pagea o! our

histery. Net oeeof tbem bas ever

attained te any ahýidin'g pla ce in the

hearts o! the people of Canada. And

I predict for your agitation a like result.

This is f ast hecoming a great, pros-

perous and happy country. Why miar

its development and tura back tho

bands A pregress hy a senseiess race

and religious war? Ferty per cent.

o! our populatien is Catholie. Tbey

3are as loyal, as peae loving and as

respectable citizens as any element of

our population. Whon yen abuse thoîr

clergy and try te bring into coitemtp

rtheir Hierarchy yoù wound their sensi-

hilites as nothing, cisc couid., They

are censcious of the high and noble

virtues of their clergy, and the surest
?road te their resentment is te say one

ïdisparaging word o! their Church and

rits clergy. I suppose it is lusoless ferý

[j me te appeal to yen te desist'!rom your

ecourse. It is suicidai te the bost

interests of our comm6ri country and

jwiil bring seoner or later, the con-

Fi demnation of'all just and rigbt-tbmnk-
ing mon.

JNO. K. BARRETT.
Prince Abert, Sask.

Sept. 29, 1905.

ýt The Courier-Demecrat, o! Langdon,
h N.D., says that Waibaiia'5 uew Cath-

s Oliecburcb, being built at a cest of

Il $18,000, ie expected te be completed

c this f al.
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