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type of Christian censure a faithfuil practical sermon as being Il not doctrinal,"
and sometimes those wvho know the objects best are flot surprised that he likes
sermons -which tell him to Ilonly believe"I rather than those which bid him
"tshow his faitz by bis ieorks." And because toc: many Christian teachers
have been uinfaithful to the duty of showing that belief is nothing if it is flot
preached, and have failed to show the vital connection of morality with religion
as its natural fruit, it is noct greatly to be wondered at if Turkishi Effendis Should
ruit away with the idea that popuilar Christianity is simrîly a spiritualised selfisli
ness, and that modern sceptics should try tel divorce religion fronti iiorality
altogether, and telli is that the former has been really oniy a hindrance to the
latter

Ilere hovever, is the Effendi's testimony to the moral value of Christianity
as tauglit bi' Christ HliiseUf. Il After a careful study of the teaching of the
great founider of this religion, 1 arn amazcd at the distorted character àt has
assumed under the influence of the three great sects into which jr hias hecome
divided to 'vit, the Grcek, Catholic and Protestant Christians. There îs no
teacbing so thoroughly 41truistic in its character, and which, if it could be lit-
erally apl)lied ivould I believe exercise so direct and beneficial anl influence on
the human race, as the teaching of Christ ; but as there is no religious teacher
whose moral standard, iii regard to the duties of men toivards each other in
this world, was su lofty, so there is nonc it seerns to me, as anl impartial student,
the spirit of wvhose revelation has been more perverted and degraded hy Ilis
followers of' aIl denonsinations. The Buddhist, the Hindou, and tlîe Moham-
medan, though they have ail more or less lost the influence of the af/ltus which
pervades their sacrcd writings, have flot actually conistructed a theology based
uipon the inversion of the original l)rinciples of their religion. Theirlight, neyer
so briglit as that which illumined the teachings of Christ bias died asvay tilI but
a faint flicker remlains ; but Christians have developed their social and political
morality ont of the vcry blackness of the shadoiv throwni by ' The Light of
the WVorld:' %Vords which, xvhether truc or not, certainly recali thc solemnii
waning addressed by Christ to bis disciples,-" If the light that is in youi bc
darkness, how great is that darkness."

Wben this Il in verted Christianity "-whilch tlic Effendi styles aliti- C/iisleil-
dom, or anti-Chrisianity--comes into contact with the races who lIve under the
dim religiouis ligbt of their respective revelations, "lthe feeble rays of the latter
becomne extinguished by the gross darkness of this anti-Christendom, and they
be crushed and mangled under the iron bcdl of' its organised and sanctifted
selfisbness. The real God of anti-Christendoni is Mammon :in Catholie
anti-Christendom, tempered by a bust of spiritual and temporal power, in
Greek anti-Cbristendomn, tempered by a luxt of race aggrandisement - but in
Protestant anti-Cbristendom reignling supremne:

0f course we can ail sec the exaggcration in tItis unflattering picture, but
is there flot, in ouir average social and political lif,-far too tnuch to give it Vrai.

semblance il 0f course the reason is simply that so many so-called Christianls
are merely nominal Christians svho are but civilised heatbens,-thouigh worse,
in that they rcject a clearer light ; shile even among those xvith whom
Cbristianity is more than a namne, the Christian character is so imperfectly
formed, the I)rinciples of Christ are really so inver-ted that it is no svonder if
they give to the IlJcws Turks and Infidels II for when they pray anl utterly.mis-
taken idea of wbat truc Cbristianity is. And so long as they do so,-so long
Imust they become ili tîo small dcgree responsible for the natural results.

Wc can hardly followv the Effendi gravely through bhis theory that the
inverted Christianity of svbich be complains,-în other words the cultivation of
the selfislb instinct,-ini its stimulation of the intellectual at tlie expense of the
moral bas heen the Il mother of iinveiition,"-thie pronmoter of railroads, nie-
chanical inventions, Itulitical institutions, and the Western force of character
which the lauguid Oriental is unable to resist. TIhese ideas are prohably tbrown
in for the sake of completing tlle 7,1-aisenib/ance. Yet one cannot read a sen-
tence like tbis svithout feeling hiow mutchi grounid there is for the satire

"(ounti i s il] î iltici c arc tic gig'antic sw~indliuig coirpor ations, no(. financial cisesc
hy whicli ni I Iion so c u iiit o i G tlIiîîg gutîs ly wix li they ni ay l'o slainu, arc saict to b)c i a
,t at oIf hi ichi ii . w h cii thti c iilisation of amti ("lit istendiî com cs loto contact xi tii
barbai si (If tlis soi t, itîsicad of l ift ing il oi of' its moi-ali ri-, ixiiich %voild l e theui case if
it were truc Christendoni, il almost invariably shivcrs it te, pieces. The consequenice of the
arrivai or the so-called ciii iitian in a licathlen couintry is, flot to bririg immoital ltf, buit

physical and moral decathi."

And if flie Effendi had 1b'een ai little broader i biis politics, instead of
restricting bis rernarks to the suifferings of Il the Mlosleni," sve tighit admit,
freely enough, that Il<betmceni tic upper and the nether mnilîstone of Russian
greed for tcrritory and of British greed for moncy," (nîigbit he not have added
Iand /el-ritory Il also ?) litndrcds of thousands of innocent mcei, tvoinen and

cbildren have cither îîcrished by violence or starvation, or, drix'et froni thecir
homes, are inow strugglitîg to kcep) body and soul togethier as -best thicy cati iii
misery and desolation."I These are heavy charges against IlChristian Il nations,
and sve can hardly hope for a verdict even if "fl ot proven.~ Bttt înstead of
proving anything, against Cbristianity itself it Only proves the l)erverseness of
human nature, and the futility of attempting to prove the buman origin of a
religion whîch average litmanity so soon distorts, into its own image. The
.5lupposed Il Effend-i says, witbi far more just appreciation, than iiaiiy

philosophers nearer home, ibat Il it is in the natnire of the religious idea
that just in proportion as it xx as originally penetrated xvith a divine tmuth, which
bas becomc pervertcd, does it engender hypocrisy. This ivas so true of
jutdaism that xvlien tlle foundi(er of Christianity camne, though bimsclf a jew, lie
scorchingly denounccd the class xvhich tnust loudly professed the religion which
thicy profaned. 1 haxve nox î'arcfuilly cxainiincd into many religions, bttt as
none /Iif(eli demlanded sa hI),r/ a standai -d frinli ils fo//owers ats Guitai
there lias not heen ;tny leveloîiîient of liypocrisy out of them at ail correspond-
tng to that xvili is pecittiar t '" anti Cbhristianity." If thîs is truc and xvbo
can doribt it-the "Meliorists " sx'bo dlaim Cbristianity as the fruit of a natural
progressive development of hutiianity xvill flnd thi'î a rathier inconsenient fact to
get into their philosopby. Fide/is.
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If the trtt shail iniake yotî frcc, tîmeni arc ye free indeed." I
suppose 11o Otte xviii den), that the sentiment contained in that passage is
great, i s grand, is sublime. Tîtere is a frccdom knowtî tu mci xvhicb trrtth
does tiot pmut ils seal ulpon. Men inay hold theinselves free tu think evýI
thoughts and dIo ex-il ivorks, but that is the abuse, and it the riglit tise of
freedom. When truth counes to set mnt frc-fron bondage to tradition, troll
anl enervatitîg convcntionaiin, fi oi laise schoois of teaching, false mnodes of'
thinking, false systetis of operatioti, faise scntimntts artd affections z1/uen are
thicy free iiidced. Votu xvill have iioticd, of course, how mnany people declare
thetîsclx-es on the side of trutît. I suppose every enquirer and noni-enquirer,
as to reli gious mnatters, %vould dlaimi that on bis osvn behaîf. Sorte confidentiy
affirin thiat tbcy have f'oiind trti, %vbilc others deny the assertion, and say that
they are tmuth-scekers ; sortie declare that thicy arc exercising the frcedom
of truth in holding truth as exîîressed iii a certain set of creeds ; and others
say that they are holding on to a palpable falseliood and tiot to trtt at ail.
Col. Ingcrsoll says lie bas founud Trutb, and is set free by it fromi tnany a
degrading cri-or - lie rejoices iii bis osvn thoughits, lauglis id is owvt svit, and is
proud of his freedoni froni tbose errors t0 ivhich many of bis feliow niortals
are cnslaved. On the other hianc, lîc are men of good character, of souind
culture, of eamnest thoughit and pltrpose, ivho xvorship a Beitîg whom he abhors
the idea of, and live by, and wxould die for religionîs tenets for w-hicb bie cani
only find svords of nost bitter scoffing. Wc ktîow that tmuth is many-sided,
but ive are sure tîtat trittb is not miany f*accd. Trutb lias inatly nlotes, but no
discord--miatîy, xoiwes, btît une tcaching. Then, somce of tlic contending parties
must bc xvrotig. Nay, it is (mite and wsell ivithin the range of possihilities that
they arc both partially right and partiaily xrong-or, tlîat they tnay have gone
off froin the centre iii opposite directions. It nmay lie tbat tbecy stand at the
opiposite poles, cx'ct xvhiic thcy dlaim to bc at the cetntre. One thiug is certaitn,
men oftcn declare that they have foutnd trutb wlîen thicy have uot-aîd do
oftent shoot the gladness of thîcir frccdomi wvben tbey are iii prison-bouses and
chcated xvith formns of liberty paited tiic hvaîls. What is to bc done tlien ?
Put tlieni aIl to tlic test of a sound reasoni, say 1. 1 arn not of those who
think that the reasoni of mian should bc belittled and outraged, auîd thiat a mati
xviîl be danined if hie does nut believe xvhat ]lis reason tells iiù is unbelievable
and utireasotiable. I amt flot goiîîg to say that 1 will onily accept facts whicli
my reason.cati vcrify , -for I amn acceptiiig tbixîgs as facts every day ivhich I do
flot aîîd cantiot mnake plaitn to myscîf. Thiey are tooe subtle for any anialysis
known to mie-they are so îiglit and airy that I blave no scales delicate etîougli
to weîigl theiîî or thcy arc so dense tbat my logical facuities catinot petîctrate
then. But, filet,, 1 heli1exe iii tlicnî-tlîat tlîey airc and do cxist, precisely
because îny reasoti tells ntc tîîat tbey arc tiot uttre-asonable. 1 catînot complete
the arc hy sighit pcrltaps, hiti I can sec ctîouglî [o iinake it flot diffcult for tic
f0 believe that tlie arc is coitletcd, ouît of sight. Stili, reasoti is the first and
final court of appeal, anîd ili rcality, tiiose ivhio priofcss f0 give it, a losv place iii1
life, anîd little or nothitig to say about tutatters of tlic Bible at-d rcligious belief,
tise aîîd truust to their reason just as muiicb as thîosc ivlto talk great swelling
xvords about Reason bcing placed ttj)ot the tbrone of tlie %vorId's brain. Geti-
tiemreti, reason is on tîte tîtrone, buît it riles ini a nad xvay.

It is to yotur suber reasoti 1 ani going to do mny best to appeal to-tîigbt, for
1 tbmnk I bave soîne reasotiable thiîîgs to say. 1 dlo not dogmatically deciare
that they arc truth, and cxactly true to trtt. 1 arn not a lirophet. 1 have
received no supertiatural message. I utterly reptidiate ail contiection xvitb a],
utîfaîhible cbttrch, auid 1 ncecd îlo[tfell yot tlîat I amnitot infallible you are qtîitc
sure of tîtat. Atîd, good folks and frieiids, ]et nie assure you that yenu are tiot
itîfallible ; yot iiiay have beeti )vell and carefully faught; y-ou îuîay be tuch
giveui to a form of sourîd doctrine ; yoti tnay ]lave tîîotgbit out your crecd witîî
anxious carnestncss, hbut for ail that yotu at-e not infaihibie. 1 batve the puipit,
and ctstom denies yoil tic right of rei)Iy, but youi can exercise your riglht of
judgmeuît aIl tflifiie; accept vhîat you ci], aecept, rejeet the rest. Respect
your oivn reasun and love the trtitlî more than anV preacher and ail crceds.

Whlît 1 iutvitcd Mr, [ugersoîl to discuss ivitl Ille tlhe mlain points of blis


