
Board off Audit off /Accounts and Ecpenses of
CrimnaI justice.

JEvery county counicil is reqtuired te
appoint, at its first meeting in each year,
two p,ýrsons, not more than one of whom
shall helong to the couricil, te be members
et the board of audit. The judge or
junior, or acting judge of the ceunty court
is ex o~ficio a member of the board.

They arc also to fiu the salaries or per
diemn allowance te be receivtd hy the
auditors for the perfo>rmance off their
dutîet.

The acceolnts and demands shahl be
taken intie consideration by the board of
audit betveen the first and fifteenth days
of the meonths January, of April and Octo-
ber in each antd every year, and disposed
of as soon as practicable, and the board
shall. at the completion of the audit se to
bc iede in the month of Uctober, make
a report to the counicil off any irregularity
in the accounts presented to thero, or off
any claim that may be made contrary to,
the law or any other matter which the
auditors may consider ought tc, be brought
under the notice of the counicil.

I is advisable te have experienced mnen
te perforro these dutier, they have ne
authority to pass aecounts whicb are nef
provided for by statute. Totten's Matnual
on Tariffs is a cemplete guide, and is
especially intendied for these auditors, as
it is their duty to pass the accounts off the
slieriff, clerk off the peace, the county
.attorney, constables, etc., et. and any
accounts paused that are not al.îwed by
lthe tariff or other statute as beloriging
strictly tc, the administration of crimni ai
justice should bc reported te the counicil.

The action cf the Mikhigan publie
healîh bourd in placing consurripîion on
the Iist of infections diseases, suggests t he
rornark, that the day is net very distant,
perhaps, when the. ravages off consumption
will have becomne a n>atîer off oniy histori-
cal interest te the physic an and statisti-
cian. Certain other dread diseases have
beeri aluasi pradicuîed or greatly resirict-
ed througli the dissetuinaîbon off knowledge
as te their enigin and nature and the
~adoption off the necessary measures for
prevention. For eampie, the diseuse
known as glanders bas been externuinated
front cuimxunities througb thc destruction
off glani4ercd horses ; andi leprosy bas been
cast ount froro amongst Anglo-Saxon races
through the segregation and isolation off
lep)ers. A noable reduction in thc death
rate froin consumpion is serti iii certain
localities wherc restrictive uteasures are
enforced andi proper effort; made to en-
lighten the people oni the subjects ef
sunitary science.

Municipalities paying for a $io audit
generally get it. In niest instances $225 tO
$îoo would not pay for the workeif pe-r-
formeti preperly. Independent audits can
oniy be secured by paying competent
officers a salary sufficient te Swarrant theut

Publictions Rceved.

A Century of Munià*ea1 Histoy, Vol.
If., compjiled &y E. Cruikshank and p$ub-
lùshed ly the Welland Coruuty Cotrnâ.

Tis is a pampelet valuable for refer-
ence. It contains a complete lisi et those
who coinposeti the counicils of the various
mnicipalities since incorporation, lu-
gether ivith an index ef the more import-
ant by-laws passed by eaci. The tivo
volumes, (the first off which was publiîhed
last year), reflects great credut on the
compiler, andi the liberality of the county
counicil in thus preserving the municipal
archives. It is te be hopedti lat evsery
counly ceunicil will interest iseif in pub-
hishing simnilar information.

A case bas beeri on trial in tie county
court at Peoria, III., wvhich has atîracteti
the attention cf wheelmen aIl over the
Unitedi States. A man driving a herse
hati a collision with a bicyclist, eaci claim-
ing tie right of way. The bicycle was
smashed andi the wheelman brought suit
to recover damages. The Illinois League
off WVeelmnj took hold et the case, andi
employeti aile counisel, with the result
that the wheelman won the case, the
judge deciding that hicyclists had tie
right off way. The decision i; an interest-
ing one, aithougi of course ir. bas no legai
weight in Canada. It is not at ail ;i-
probable that a Canadian court woulti
de-ide simuliariiy.

The appeintmemî of an assessment
cemmissioner under sec. 255 of ti-e Muni-
cipal Act is a matier ihat ihe counicl off
every city shoulti consider, The extendeti
duties off this efficial as laid deo ini the
Voters' L.ist Act passed last year rentiers
such an official alniost itecessary. lu
every city andi town ther>e are many local
conditions which influence the value off
reai estate. No one expects every uppli-
catit for the assessorsiip tei be thorougily
famuhiar with landi values ini ail sections off
the municipality. it is desirable tiat ail]
property sheulti bear a fuir share off the
taxes. To bring about this desideraturn
the whole attention off an assessinent cern-
missioner is necessary

In many towns, the absence off a board
off trade, rentiers it Lecessary for counicils
te consider many matters that would
othtrwise rective the attention ef that
body.

Business men muy bc greutly benefited
by securing special Saturday rates on rail-
ways coming intq a town, In ibis and in
other ways cati a council iniprove the
commercial interests.

The Lanibton county counicil wil
'memrnoialize the Legisiature ai its comihg
session as follows :

" That il is cirpedient te amcind the law relai-
ing te damnages alleged te retuir. from the con-
struction ot drainage works or damiages te, land or
crops by drainage works or damages or injury te
persons or property by want of repair of an y street,
wall or bridge, te provide that 10 days before any
suit in action be entered in any court ot competent
jurisédiction or betore the referee appointed under
the Drainage Trials Act, the peraoii or persons
complaining te bis solicitor or counisel shall serve
uipon the head of the cupil, liable for sucb drain
or higbway, a notice stating the nature of hia
claim and the ameunt thereof and bis wilingnes
te submii his dlaimi te the arbitrement and dcci-
sien et tbe judge of the county court.

That if t he council, whose brad bas been served
as aforesa1d, shail pais a resolutien te bave tbe
said corruplaint or cause ot action reterred te said
judge as atoresaid tbe said jndge shall bave jnris-
diction te try ait the matters referred te him.

Tbat bc sbail hold the court te try the said
matter; witbin the municipality or other conveni-
ent place near where the cause of action arose.

That the agreemnent of said council te agree as
aforesaid, te refer the malter as ateresaid, shall
net be taken Ie admit any liability,

The county jadge shali bc allowed the sane
rate per diemr and no more for bis services as for
aîttnding courts ot appeal.

The fees et counsel te ha tbose allowed in
county court cases snd et witnesses to be tbo.,e
ailowed ini division courts.

An appeal frein the decision et said judge te lie
aliowed ine tht Iigb Court ef justice and without
the printing et apiesl books and thc decision et
such high court in road damnages or te the drain-
age reterce in drainage matters shall t, final."

No council shoulti assumne te make an
appointtuent te office or any arrangement
for the discharge of the duties thereof by
tender or t.) applicants ai tic lowest re-
muneration. This is forbidden by section
2 78 off the Municipal Act. i is a difficult
matter for some counicillors te avoiti.
They assume office witi the uvowed in-
tention off reducing expenditure in every
tinrection, anti think tiat unless they
appoint the applicant who will 1111 an office
for tic least rooney tbey have fait ti en-
tirely. The proper mneans te adopt, is for
tic ceuncil, ai their firsi meeting, te con-
sider wiat tie salaries shoulid be, fix thero
by resolution, andi tien appoint the best
mati available

The practice followed in many miunici-
palities off purchasîng municipal works
tei b. distnibuteti amorig reembers c f tic
council anti te bc by them handeti over te,
their successers ln office is ratier bard on
ti-, successors if îiey have te depenti for
information on the books wiich thudr pre-
decessors in office generaily furget te baud
over.

Neariy ail off tic infectous or cônlugious
diseises may b. classed in tic sanie cale-
gery, as regards their relation te filîh and
insanitary surroundings, anti remain a con-
stant opprobrium te the locaiilles or corn-
mnunities where they occur.
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