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The ripplersi may eit.her stand, or sit astrilde at
opposite ends of the piank;' but they inet ha sruf-
ficientily neatr to théecomub, to enable theai té strike
the fidi pr<îperly and alternat.elY. A winnowing-
sheet rhould be placed'unider theai, to receive the
bolls as they* are rippl*ed of.'. The ripplers, more-
over, should be sufficiently near to rece.ive the fiax
as it ie puilled and laid duîwn at their riLlht hand
in tkheayes. Wheni thé sheaf is untied thé'rippler
takes up a certain quatitt, holding it about six
inches front the root %vi6h on e hand, and near the
top'with the other. lie thea spreads thé top of thé
handil like a fan, and 'Irasv onie.haif of it through
the cOmb, the other passing by the side; wjth a
haif-turu or the, wriesti h'thon perforais the saine
0peration upÔn the *remainciér.' Some îpplers,
howyever, prefer rippliung Witliôut turriiag the band,
by givingthe flsix One or two pulls truhh
.comb; buot this dépends upon thé quantity of the
bul. The sirawv, whien stripped of' its bolls, is

.crflylaid da)wn by thé iippler, placing ea-.h
hinndful diagonally, after which it is tied Up into
sheaves and'réaio*%ed.' The abject of croEsiù g the
handful.m,"nfter rippling, is that the buts or sheavés
eshouid separate easily when takén out oif the stéép
to sprezid un the grass fuir drying. If' the wreather
be dry, thé balle s.hould be kept la the field, spréad
on the winnow-eloths, and, if turned occasiopally,
they will, soon win; or dry. PaBsing the halls,
howerer, flrst throjugh a coarse 'riddle, and aftér-
wtîrd:î througb tfitnners, which remoPve the straws
and leaÎes, 'aill fèciliite the drying proceR *s. If,
on' thé contrary, the weather be moist, the bouis
should bhé tatkén in-doors and spread out thinly and
.evenily on a harn-fioor, or loft, and turued twice a
day, Ieaving the w-indows and doors open, tô allow
a thuîrough current of air. When nearly dry, they
.are remîuved té a cora-kila I, care-heing taken.not
1té raise the kiln nbove suminer béat, where they
are turned géntly-until no moisture roemains. This
islo*drying processa enables the seed to imbibé al
the juiceS' that remain ini the husk, and té become
thorou ghly ripe. ,If the halls be taken direct fromn
thé field, and dried in a hurried minér on the
*kiln, ihiejuices wîil be absorbed, the seed hecoime
shrivelled and parchéd, and littie autritiaus mat-
tér will remain in thei. In eine ýweather, thé bolls
-should he dried ia the open air, the seed t . rashed.
6uýt, and thé héaviest and pluapest porti on otf it
reservèdf)r so*ingürrn8hing. Theligbtseédafnd
thé chaif. cotain exceedinglv wbolesome food for
'cattle, aad caa be alwaypolal appliéd. Fiax,
however,, ought nue t4 rearain in *the* field, if pas-
,eile, even the second day, unlees the Bel gian sYs-tem, which *é shall shortly notice, be adopted.As sooin as pulled it éught to ho rippled, and the,
carried té the watér to preveat iL becoming too

'Watering or Steepinc.

Thé operation of steéping requirés thé greatest
'careV as it'is *very criticlai la its resulte.: River
'Wat er le *thé' beet, and inay be let in thé poad thé
,d'ay before* thé fiaiî ýs steeped', but if spriag water
'is. used,;the.pond shouild bé fille;d sanie iwèeks-hé-
foýeî thé' fiùx la jat in, B0 that the-.sun3 and. ai -r may
.8aften thé water. Water' éontaining'àny maineri
At*ýi.bstitacè Muet bé st.udiously'avoidèd. 'Thé dimeü-

eioeof -thé pool àre;fronitevétmig'e feet,
.'add:re andaîllaif ta four fét dép. Thé

fiax is placed la a sloping direction in thé puol,
thé root-éîîd downwards, and in reguÙlar- rows,
forming a 'aingle- layer. Thé réot of un~e r>w of
sheaves should reaàh thé Lié of thé next, and,
wxhen thus placéd, Lhey are covered with mass-sud,
or old lea.sôd, cut'thin and laid Close togeéther. 1l1
new ponds, a layer of rushes,. or r;ig-weeds, is, gon-
erally plitced on thé fiai, with thé soda aboyé it;
and, where eods are not always avuilahie, a liCht
covéring of' straw is uxed, whic),* When pressed
witb stonée, keeps the fiax ju4t, u rder thé water.
In this condition fermientatioîn takes4 place, and, as
iL continues, additional wéiglit ia appIîéd, which is
removed when thé ferm)entation cense.4, to prevent
thé fIax siuking ioo deep in thé pool 'ia this staté
the fiaxisj neither affected by lightvor air. A smitl
stream of watér, -however, if ahlowed to run thrîiugh
thé pool, soméetirés iîaprovés the côlir of the fiax.
Thé average Limé of eteepipg is from eight ti, four-
téén daYs tbut iL varieR accordirig t« thé héat of
thé weather and thé condition of *thé water ;and
gî'éat aicéty 18 required. ta aséertain wben thé flii
lias réceived suffluieot water, a fècw hiiurs, more or
les, heing liablé ta inbjure it. Thé farmnérR, how.
ever, more frequently under-water thutn ove-r4îter
their fiai. The usual test toi ascertîtin thé condi-
Lion of thé fiai is ta try a few stalks, oif average
thickaess, hy breaking- thé -slovc, or woody part,
la two places, about six or eight inuhes aparlt, In
thé miiddle of thé stalk ; thé woody part ie then
taken out, an~d if it cornes freely downwardq, witlî-
out hreaking or tearing thé fibre, thé fiax is reaîly
ta bé t-aken out oýf thé pool). This test la tried
about every six hours after feraientai ion bas ceased,
as thé chiageile smmetimesratpid. Theflizmiiî<nld
neyer be lified roughly front thé pool, either with
forks or grapes, but carefaLlly handed out of thé
drain hy Mien standing ia thé -warér; and it is
genérally an advarîtagé tu lét thé fiax drain froin
twélvie té Lwenty-four houre when taken ouît of thé
pool,'thé hiundies being îîlacéd on their rsuo(t-énde
close together. Cuire, howevér, must iée tuikén not
té place thé crép in heaps, ai' iL wiIl be iîîjuréd by

Thé, place selected for t hi s opération is, if at
hand,' a; dean, àhirt, and.tlýick p.isture-grotind,
with thé wéeds carefully mo)%vn dîîwa ta thé level
of thé sward, o>r vemoved altogéiher. Thé fiax is
laid evenly on the grass, la thin but equal hlayers;
and, if caréhbas heén taken'in' thé ripplirîg procese,
thé handies wilI readily separate without heiag
éntaagled. While on thé grass, it le turrned two
or threé timés with a nid, abiôut a foot la length
and an inch and a hutîf la diaaietéî', ta prevent it
being di8coloured by thé unequal action of thé su,
upon its surface. Wrheu there je a prosect of rain,
thé flax 18 turnéd, la ordér that it maîy be beiten
,down a littie, and prévénted fromn being bluwn
about.

Whenthé fiax bas been upon thé grass fi-am six
té twelve days, -L je i consideréd ready foîr liftin.g;
and, if thé weather hé showéry, the shortét' tume
wil hé îuufficient té préparé iL. T'hé général test
af its beiuîg ready tu lif't la, ta rub a fiew staiks
froin top ta boituai ; if thé wood breaks easîly,
and separatés front thé fibre, léaving iL sîîuid, iL
has received. a sufficiént grassing. The inost cer-


