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{See Canadinn Illustrated News, Vol. I, p. 261 and 304.]
In reading the two declarations of war at
this distant day the man whose mind is tem-
pered with an honest desire to arrive at
truth, no matter whether American, British
Catadian, or old country British, he cannot
avoid obs:rving in the declaration of Amer-
ica, even if he did not know that the author-
ities of that country had sedulously prepared
for war over a space of six months before
declaring it, and had been in secret league
with Napoleon Bonaparte—aassassin of the
liberty of nations, the maddened enemy of
Great Britain, which was then contending
against him and the allies of his despotism
almost single-banded—I say, if the dis-
passionate American or Canadian reader of
this day knew nothing of the seeret alliance
of the United States with France, previous
to their declaration of war against Britain
and pre-determination to invade and conquer
- Canada, the terms of their official announce-
ment of hostilities on the 18th of June,
1812, show clearly that they, being resolute
for war left no conditions open for peace.—
While it is equally clear that the British
declaration of war issued only conditionally,
on the 3lst of July and finally on the 13th
of October, was reluctantly issued, and that
it still left conditions of peace open for the
aceeptonce of America. ’

And in the procla-
mations of the two
opposing command-
ers, Gen. William
Hull, who invaded
Canada, and General
SirIsaac Brock, who
repelled the invasion,
the difference in their
ethics and in that
manly bonor which
is truth, is yct more
wide and remarkaie.
General Hull and his
country were not
tdeiven’ to invade
Canudu, as be said,
except by the seeret
intiizues of Boma-
patte with the Amer-
icun governme nt,
and bythe impatience
of the slave Smates
aud of the political
democruts to let
loose theit privateers §
and vessels of war to
cruise for prize mon-
ey. Those privateers
were largely assern-
bled in the ports of
Baltimore, Charles.
ton, Savannah, Mo-
bile and New Or-
leans, all ready for
the word to depart.
Some also were at
Philadelphia aud
New York, but the
letters of marque
were chiefly in the

orts of the slave

tates where the in-
fluence of Bonaparte
predominated. Gen-
eral "Hull aed his
country were nei.

ther ¢driven’ to invade Canada, nor had
he any cause to make proclamation after he
was in Canada, that if American ¢women
and children’ were butchered by Indians
the war would become a coaflict of extermi-
nation. He was the invader. His arrogant
mapifesto was answered by General Brock,
calmly, reasonably, firmly. Both were last
week placed in this paper before the present
Canadian people who purchase so largely
the monthly and weckly periodicals of the
United States journals in which our history
is perverted, and our grand, old, political
institutions of monarchy 'aud consolidated
freedom are systematically maligned.

The House of Assembly of Upper Canada
was in session when America declared war,
and pronounced on it in the following terms:

¢The declaration of war issued against
Great Britain by the United States when first
announced, appeared to be an act of such
astonishing folly and desperation as to be
almost incredible, and not only cxcited the
greatest surprise among the inbhabitants of
this Province, but among the great majority
of our enemies themselves, 80 many cogent
rensons, from interest, affection and virtue,
leaded for an opposite policy that the most
1atelligent became the most credulous, That
& governmeut professing to be the friend of
man ond the great supporter of his liberty
aad independence should light up the torch
of war against the only nation that stands
between itself and destruction, exhibited a

degree of infatuation or madness ultogether
incomprehensible. * . *

¢ Already have we the joy to remark that
the spirit of loyalty has hurst forth in all its
ancient splendor, ~ The militia in all parts
of the Province have volunteered their ser-
vices with acclamation, and displayed a de-
gree of energy worthy of the British name.
Theydo not torget the blessings and privil-
eges which they enjoy under the protection
and fostering care of the British ewmpire,
whose government is only felt in this country

by acis of the purest justice and efficacious

benevolence.’

[That language wag true previous to the
time jt was used ; the exceptions Lo & govern-
ment of the purest justice not being felt until
after the war, and thea they arose in chief
part out of the assnmption of the high fune
tions of aristocracy by a small section of the
Upper Canadian proprictors of land who
were ofiice holders.}

¢When men are called upon to defend
everything they call precious, their wives
and children, theiv friends and possessions,
they ought to be inspired with the noblest
resolutioes, and they will not be easily
frichtened by menaces or conquered by
force. And beholding 23 we do the (lame
of patriotism burning from one end of the

Canadas to the other, we canuot but enter-; Makinaw (or Machillimakinak,) were held by

tain the most pleasing anticipations.

¢Qur enemios have indeed said that they ! tunes of 1863, and two years to come, by

can subdue this country by a proclamation,
hut it 1s our part to prove to them that they
are mistaken ; that the population is deter-
minedly hostile, and that the few who might
otherwise be inclined will find it their safety
to be faithful.

¢ Inaumerable attempts will be made by
fulsehood to detach you from your allegiance;
for our enemies, in imitation of their Euro-
pean master, (Napoleon,) trust more
to treachery thaa to force ; and they will, o
doubt, make use of many of those lies which
unfortunately for the virtuous part of these
States and the peace-and happiness of the
world, had too much success during the
American rebellion ; they will tell you that
they are come to give freedom—yes, the base
slaves of the most contemptible faction that
ever distracted the affairs of any nation—
the minions of the very sycophants that lick
the dust from the feet of Bonaparte, will tell
you that they are come to communicate the
blessings of liberty to this Province; but
you have only to look at your situation to
put such hypocrites to confusion.

¢ Trusting more to trcachery than open
hostility our enemies have already spread
their emissaries through the country to
seduce our fellow sabjects from their allegi-
ance by promises as false as the principles
on which they are founded. A law has
therefore heen enacted for the speedy detec-
tion of such emissaries, and for their con-
dign punishmenton conviction —a law which
it will not be ensy to cseape.

¢ Remember that when you go forth to
the combat that you fight not for yourselves
alone but for the whole world ; that you are
defeating the most formidable conspiracy
against the civilization of man that was
ever contrived—a conspiracy threatening
greater barbarisin and misery than followed
the downfal of the Roman Empire ; that
now you have an opportuuity of proving
your attachment to the parent state which
contends for the reliefof oppressed nations,
the last piller of true liberty, and the last
refuge of oppressed humanity.

¢+ Persevere as you have hegun in your
strict obedience. to the laws aud your alten-
tion to military discipline ; deem uo sacrifice
too costly which secures the enjoyment of
our happy constitution.’

Preliminary to a ¢ Narrative of the war of
1812, which will be found in sueceeding
issues of the Cunadian Hlustrated News, with
pictorial illustrations of places, persouns,
events, and things, made by artists engaged
on the staff of this journal, it is deemed re-
qusite to place on record in these pages
what the comwittee of the American Con-
gress 1ecommended in 1862 and 1863, as
prepurations against time of war between the
Republe and Canada.  From the beginning
of the war of 1812, the Strait and Island of

this Proviuce. Can we read the probahle for-

GENERAL HULL SURRENDERING TO SIR ISAAC BROCK, Awovst 167R, 1812.—[See page 5.1

by the fight of the bistory of 18127

Committee of Congress on the Fortifica-
tion of the American Northern Fron-
tier, 1862, 1863. T'he Puragraphs
are numbered for future reference.

1. We respectfully urge upon the consid-
eration of Congress the following plan of
defences for the Northern froutier. Tfirst,
The establishment of shore defences at some
commanding positions. This will require the
erection of new fortifications and the repair
and completion of some already located.
Second. Taking into account the great supe-
riority of the American merchant mavine on
the upper lakes—meaning all the lakes above
the Falls of Niagara in ships, steamers and
sailors, we regard our supremacy on the
lakes as dependant, in o great degree, on
our having the means at hand of arming the
wmerchant marine at short notice, To this
end the committee recommend the establish-
ment of a foundry on the upger lakes ; three
noval depots, one on Lake Ontario, one on
Lake Erie, and the other on Lake Michigan.
Third. We earnestly recommend for military
not less than commercial purposes, ¢he im-
provement of the harbors on the lakes, the
dredging out and widening of the channel
over the St. Clair Flats. Yourth. Thecn-
largemnent of the Illinois canals.

3. Tn regard to shore defences: The en.
trance to Lako Superior is through the Sault
Ste Maria canal (Ialls of St. Mary) a work

which cost about tsvo millions of dollars, and
it is too important to be overlooked, The
mineral region of Lake Superior is prohably
richer in iron and copper than any other in
the world; and the iron has been found to
be supevior in quality to any other knowu,
These mines huve been rapidly developed,
and now constitute an importaut national
interest. Old Fort Brady is represcented as
commanding the entrance to Lake Superior,
and an npproprietion fur its repair, or a new
fort, more eligibly situated is recommended.
(That appropriation has been made.)

3. A military road from Bay de Noquet,
or Green Bay to Marquette, or some other
point on Lake Superior, and an early com-
pletion of the railroad from Appleton to
Lake Superior world afford additional com-
munication with tlis great lake; and both
of these are of importance for military
reasons aund are carnestly recommended to
the consideration of Congress.

4, Strait of Mukinaw. (Machillimskinak
of the war of 1812,) This strait constitutes
the door to Lake Michigan around which
lake lie the States of Michizan, Indiana,
Ilinois, and Wisconsin, with an agniegate
population amounting tonearly five millions,
On its shores ave the towns of Grand Haven,
Muskegan, St. Joseph, Michigan city, Chi-
cago, Waukegan, Kenosha, Racine, Mil-
waukez, and Green Bay with many others
rising rvapidly
importance,
commerce of  thig
lnke exceeds two
hundred million do!-
lars j er annum,

5. The great
manary of the Union
has its depots on tke
bo de: of this lake.
It can he defended
by adequate fortifi-
cul uns ut the strajt
of - Makinaw, about
thiee miles wide,—
TFouitieations at the
Stait of  Makinaw
close the of ening or
et anee Q1o this
» it land sea.—
When the vast in-
terests thes sceured
a e corsideed, it js
cous that Lahe
Michi_an und all jta
shores und cities
should be defended
ou the th eshold at
Mackinaw,

G. The importance
of having o great
inland sea like Lake
Michigan converted
nto asecure harbour
where fleets and
navies may be gath-
ered tosether in se-
oy Cutity, where may

= be collected together
magazines cf arms
and munitions, an
provisions can
scarcely be exagge-
rated.

7. ¢‘Lake Michi-
gan entirely within
our own territory
unapproachable by land, and inaccessi-
ble Ey water by any foreign enemy except
through o narrow sirait or entrance, isa
position of immense importance, and the
policy of closing its entrance is too obvious
to need illustration.

Malinaw to be made the Gibralter of
the Western Lakes.

8. ¢ Upon the importance. of this locality
General Totten of the United States En-
gineers, reporis : As to the stronger works
I consider one at Makinaw to be indespen-
sable, This will be the principal watching
point of the Upper Lakes, Here war-steam-
ers will call to refresh, to comamunicate with
each other, to find shelter, to lie in wait, It
is hardly to be supposed that a hostile naval
expedition, coming out of Georgian Bay,
(in Canada) would venture towards the
upper lakes or down Lake Huron, certainly
not into Lake Michigan, while this point of
observation and rendezvous is occupied hy
our superior squadron. The fort here must
be adequate to protect this anchorage, and
the defences of the island should be such as
to defeat any enterprize designed to wrest
it from us by superior force.
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9. ‘The committee are clearin their judg-
ment, that in view of the vast importance gf
Makinaw, and the interests there to be de-
fended, the government should take imme-
diate means to closc the Straits against the
entrance of any hostile fleet. .
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