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The work of fitting up wire bells was formerly done
by plumbers, and was a very important branch of the
trade. To give you an idea of the comparative cost of
the old-fashioned wire bells as against electric bells 1
will tell you of a case that has recently come before me.

An architect is about to build a gentleman‘s resi-
dence a few miles out of town, and he specifies that
the bells are to be of the‘old-fashioned kind, with wires
and cranks, &c. The fittings are to be supplied by @
certain firm who make a specialty of this class of work,
and upon asking them for a quotation for the material
required, they very courteously informed me that they
had already quoted several people for the work, and
their price was £60. Now if this job was done with
electric bells, many would be glad to get it at from

£15 10 £20.
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In recent years there has peen a very serious decline

in the gasfitting pranch of the trade, so far as it con-
cerns the plumbing trade genera]ly, and it is due to two
distinct causes—I1st, that of the introduction of elec-

tric light ; and 2nd, to that of the competition of gas

companies.
Taking the latter first, what do we find ? We find

that, owing to the fact that the companies supply stoves
on the hire system, this pranch of the work has practi-
cally ceased to exist so far as the trade is concerned,




