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Iadt paern ; taps poor in design, often defective,
i he plumber was called in to remedy the defects.
i as were but rarely met with in the old days,

an to the difliculty of getting the necessary water
l thi, with the hot water services, perhaps is the

contcomnpensti plumbers bave for the substitution Of
hotant service supplies against that of purp supplied

'teld form ai supplying batbs in the best houses
eansthat ai the triple valve arrangement, by which

nea 8is the hot and cold water w;is supplied through the
point utet ; and while condemnng it from a sanitary
to view, it was the means of giving a lot of work

Spresent-day method at fitting up lavatories is

ore'eferable to that of the old, which involved much

wit Work in fixing the supply valves against the wall,

Its p rtt rehing pipe and supply to arm of basin, and

so or red lead joint. This is yet another instance
SiK how the work bas been lessened.

leads and troughs, which were formerly lined with
]y ihave been replaced with copper, or more frequent-

t tose of glazed fireclay.Cistern5

1% plycerns, which were formerly of lead, are

Per ade of galvanized iron, or in sore cases Of cop-

Wh but very rarely of lead.

were b Would have believed i the old days, when we

' ox, Isily at work striking out and wiping up service

water- nd fitting in the old bells or poppet valves in

Ch isterns, that the day was comilng when

h ork wnuild be as extinct as the Dodo? Yet it

he gone-. The lining of the cistern, the making Of

rth boxes and wiping them in meant more work

Poes p mher than the whole job of fitting up a closet

dtel e present time Ta-day we have the cistern
rXI redat aur shop doors, complete and ready for

hann either made of cast-iron or ealrthenware.
beden the plumbers had. ta make their own soil ppe,

wirk tad traps they could always depend upon baviflg
rto in the shop, but no employer would to-day

o ai'etng his men make a soI pipe With its
resred Seams, and the introduction of hydraulid

article as eltirely superseded the making Of such
the avy handi labor. Ail this has tended to reduce

A marke amout of wvork to a minimum.,-
ectî ~l change for the better has taken place re-
t n t h1 b

th e methods of wiping. Weil do 1 remember

ýooQ so given to the plumber's boy, viz., that o

u he I umbing iran, the gettilg ready of the
seng tchook, the cooling of the handle Fo far up, the

tbal the iran was not burnt, the filing .ff of the

iron to above all the correct way of handing i the

and our mate, as it had a nasty habit of falling back

w ing yau uip. And after the great event o

ofP, a was over, the care taken in picking up the bits

it e rFor solder seemed more valuable then than
c0estoteh .

aothe boys of to-day.
Vo treating with the question of water-closets

den d like ta refer to the making of the rightly-con.

its d-!ashioned D-trap, but we did not know Of

S Character then.
Ille can remember the old set of patterns hung upon

atio of the shop, reiigiously preserved from gener-

tl geleration ; the wiping in Of the dip pipe, and

fardret care exercised in seeing that it was not too
or too high up. These considerations imvolv-

ed a deal of care and thought on the part of the plumb-

erut thseda fault we mnay find with the D-trap, we
But whatev fl that it was a nice job to be m ik-

ing thei, and it ws with regret we parted with them,

and have aniy Our recollections of them left.

anThae odl closet bas been anathematized over and

over agdins and 1 have not one good word to say of it,

only that it Was the means of providing work constant-

ly ar plumbes. In weli ordered bouses it was a stand-

ing job ta take them Out, and clean, black and re-tin

the jo an once every 12 months. So here again
the copper pa o tda h xese of the trade.
the public have benfitted at the expefieo hetae

The valve clobet, and one maker's in particular, was

a source ovmuch work l mafny will remember the

patience required in dealing with the intricate regula-

tors, and resistig the dtsire to drop one's "big ham-

mer" thrugh the pan I But these are going the way

ah the oid pan closet, and are practically replaced by

the more modErn closets in earthenware.

The work of fitting up wire bells was formerly done

by pwumbers and was a very important branch of the

trade. To gve you an idea of the comparative cost of

the oldgashioved wire bells as against electric bells I

witl tell you of a case that bas recently corne before me.

An arcitect s about to build a gentlemans resi-

dence a few miles out of town, and he specifies that

the belis are ta be of theold-fashioned kind, with wires

and cranks, &c. The fittings are to be supplied by a

certain f &rrn who make a specialty of this cIass of work,

and upan asking thern for a quotatiOn for the material

required taey very courteously inforned me that theY

had redty quted several people for the work, amd

their p-ice w , £60. Now if this jobwas done with

electriC belîs, many would be glad to get it at from

£1 5 to £20.

1 ony refer to this as an illustration of the declne in

this class of work, because it is tbe labour item that

would be more reduced than that of material.

But this is not the worst part o it. When eectric

bells were first introduced, we, as a trade, failed ta see

the sign of the times," and neglected ta grasp this

branch of the trade as we should have done.

I amr speaking generally because an awae that

there are safie few exceptions to thÂs genefal statementt

but nevertheless the majority of us faied ta grasp it,

and qo we can add bellhanging ta the rwhat might

have beens." Not that it is too late even naw ta re-

caver ourselves. I a sure that if we once realize the

necessity for it, we will take full advantage, and receive

aur share, ae a branch i the trade that is rapidly falling

out of aur hands and into the tadds of electrical ftters.

u af perhaps -abafig this question of bellhanging,

but it is becaUSe have eperienced on the part of the

plumbers a strong y rooted objection to have anything

at ail t a do Wth electric bell work.

I recent years there bas been a very serious decine

in the gasfytting bra ch of the trade, so far as it con-

in th gasfttingbranc l 1 and it is due to two
cerfs the plunbing trade genera y,

distinct caumesn st that of the introduction of elec-

distet auss-I o hatof the competition of gas

tric light ; and 2nd, ta that

companies.
Taking the latter flrst what do we sind? We f snd

that, owitig ta the fact that the companies supply stoves

an the hire syste , this branch of the work bas practi-

cally ceased ta exist so far as the trade is concerned,


