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and what is singnlar those young nre lnrger in
their Jdimensions than the adults, "I have
known them =ix inches longer than old male
adults.  An immature bind shot near Halifax,
in Jannary, 1855, measured nearly eighteen
feet wing spremd, with (ail of sixteen inches.
e was shot rising from the carense of a dead
horse upon which he had gorgwl himself.
These dimensivns exceed the dimensions of
the supposed Washington cagle. In studying
many specimens, both adults and young, as
regards senlillation of tarsus, I found them o
vary so much, not only among individuals
bat in the individual itself, in number, as to
be of no use ag a typical mark. Andubon
malkes it a detterential mark in the Washing-
ton engle. An cagle about two weeks old,
now in Halitax Museum, has twelve on tarsug
and twenly on middle toe. The legs of an
adult, shot at Digly, 1880, and monnted as
candlesticks, hns none unpon tarsus. One
mnst conclude that they are shed and renewed.
In all my examinations of grey or splotehed
white aml brown specimens, I have never
seen any but what were the young of the balil,
In the list of rapacions birds T have presented
to the Tnstitwie as inhabiting Novn Scotia,
identified by mysell or fricnds, we find that
with the exception of the Sereech owl (S. asin),
we have alt the New Bnglund species of' owls
as visilants or resident=, and this as n rather
renarkable exception, as being abundant in
New Eiigland and Newlonmlland, and migra-
tory. Owls ave a peculiarly Tarest lamily, aml
our stitl remaining pine spruece forests, our
barrens and lake country, give them shelter
and foad. The Greal Horned owl, (3. Virgini-
anus) the Barved owl (S. nebulosmm), the Long
and Short-eared owls (0. vulgaris and B. palus-
{rig), and the Saw-whet (N. Acwdica) are vesi-
dent, breeding with ns, their nests and young
having been taken, or théy themselves having
heen seen during all periods of the year. The
more arctic speeies arc onr winler visitants,
breeding and nesting to the fur north.  The
Great Grey owl (S. laponicum) is a very
rare vicitant. The Snow owl (Nyclea nivea,
and the Iawk owl S. wlula) appear during
some winters, almost in flocks, a thing
unusual for birds of prey, and showing grent
searcity of foo.  The Saw=whet (N, Acadica)
is scen approaching the clearings during
winter, also in flocks, whilst Tengmalm’s owl
(N. Tengmalni) is vory rare.  Oue sees them
gearcely ever during the day time in onr
solitary fovests citlier winter or smumer.

During the night we hear them in onr smmmer
or fall camp. The fieree feline ery of the
Great Horned, or the broader sounding hoots
of the Barred, as well as the stridulons
squeaks of the Suw-whet.  Unless the hunier
hides his grouse or hares he may have shot,-
cunningly beneath the snow, when he returns
for them he will find that an nnseen but wateh-
ful prowler has stripped ofl' feathers or fur,
torn and devoured them. This feeling of
being watched by the unseen is one of the
charms of our alpine forests. T vou take
your Liack track in carly morning after com-
ing to eamp late in the evening, yon will find
you have heen stealthily followed for many a
mile by the traeks of the lynx or wild cat.
During the night the foxes and the hears, nay
even the moose, is warily reconnoitering the
intruders, and the owls coming to the cap
five, all prowlers in the dark for what they
may pick up.  Of the diurnal Rapacidie ,we
tind our Provinee has the usual New Bnglamd
species, yet there are a few noleworthy exceep-
tiong, T have never scen the Broad-wingerll or
Pennsylvania buzzard here (B. Pennsylou-
nicus), nor the common. Bnglish buzzarl of
Richandson (3. nulgaris), or the Short-winged
buzzard (B, butoides). The kites nlso I have
never seen. It they migrate north of us, ns it
seems they do, they go intand and not along
the sea coast. Neither are they winter visitants,
A stray Red-tail hawk (B, borealis) is scen
during winter.  But.the Goshawk (A, alricap-
illus) may be enlled n persistent winter visi-
ter.  Specimens of him are bronght to ITnlifax
frequently at that time. e aml his mate, all
winter long, frequents the sernbby pines over-
looking the Bayof Fundy from the North moun-
tain, and the moose hunters have seen them
feeding among the white snow npon the sronse
they struck in the forest. Thongh this
family do uaturally resolve themselves into
harviers, buzzards, hawks, and falcons, some
pursning live game, others ponncing upon it,
others picking it from the groumd, and taking
lizards, frogs, aml even inscets, yet with the
exception of the timid fisli-hawk, the only one
who takes his live meat, they all will descemd
to dead meat and carrion. The imperial
ceagles being the nearest in this to the vultures
who never take their game alive. I have
never heard of the Lald-hesds taking their fish
alive, whilst the fish-hawk; if he drops his fish
will never seek to recluim it, secemingly having
ho instinet to enteh fish exeepl from the water,
‘'o him alone is due, if it is an honour, never



