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. The reverend gentlemen who have . orginated. the
- Repes] declaration have entitled themselvea to the
jgratitude not only of Irish people, but of the English
ople alao:and of all lovera of justice, of peace, snd
od order. They have interpoeed with wise coun-
gela at a critical moment when ‘wild excitement and
“ fierca vassiona were clouding men's minds; they bave
offered a 'proposition rich . with the promise ot
reconoiliation and peace and happiness, at a time
when omens of etrife and trouvle filled the land, and
every indication pointed to scenes of bloodshed and
soolal convalsion. How sach acenes may be
averted, how a long standing national fend may "be
happily ended, how bitter hatrede and threata of
punishment, and vowa of vengeance may all be
made to disappear like fogs born of night, and give
place to contentment and joy, bow the idleness,
the misery, and the despair that now overspread
the land may be banished for ever, how a new life
may be awakened in this conntry, bow ind 2stry may
e fostered and prospetity assured, by means perfact-
ly legitimate withoat trenching in the alighteat
degree on tha Oonstitution. or weakening the power
of the Growan ; all these things they have ehowa in
the able and atateemanlike document to which we
have refarred. and which our English rulers, if they
‘be wise, will take into their most seriocs considera-
tion. The proposition put forward by the reverend
gentleman is not & new one; but it bas the merit
ot being a true one. It needed to be re-stated at
this time ; und by none coald it more fittingly be
brought forward thau by a body of such power and
influence and sach attachment to the caunse of justice
and true , Iiberty and good order as the OQatholie
cierpy. What they declarte in this document is, that
in order that Ireland may be well governed, snd the
the lagitimate aspirations of the people satisfied it is
pecessary that the Act of Union be repealed and a
native Legislatnre »s-established in this country.
1t is a *true bill’ every word of it; and it i3 sos-
wioed by proofs and arguments which «re irrefatable.
The Act of Union was passed against the will of the
Irish people, by means of the moe* fligrant cruelty,
terrorism, and corruption. From the date of ite
enactment to this hour the perple of Ireland have
been in a atate of protest againet it; and under it
they never will be contented. In peacefal array,
led by the great 0'Connell, they aroseand registered,
before the face of earth aud Heaven, a yow never.to
cease from their endeavours to undo that 1migui-
tious and pernicious plece of legislation. .All racks
and claases of the people shared in that Great National
Demonsteation. The ¢ ergy took s prominent part
jn it: snd that they have now came forward and prove
themsaelves true to their promises and faithful to
their country, is a fact which is in perfect keeping
with their character as patriots and as priests We
earneatly hope that the Cathelic clergy throughout
the length and breadth ot Ireland will add to the
moral weight of this important declaration by at-
taching their sigcatares thereto. We have nodoubt
that the document expreases the opinions of vearly
every man among them; but it would be well to
put t e fact beyand the possibility of cavil or con-
tradiction. They o2uld deszire no better opportanity
of showiog to all partiea the position whkich they
reslly occupy in reference to the Irish National
Question, and proving that while they shun the cir-
cles of the Fenian Brotherhood, they have no sotion
of ranglog themselvea on the side of oppression and
injustice.

Dr. Russel, president of the St. Patrick’s Oollege,
Maynooth, writes, denyiog the rumour that several
Maynooth stadents bad refused to take the oath of
allegiance at the quarier aeasious. [t is * untrue in
every particnlsr’ Dr. Russell however, adds the
explanation that since the appointment of the Royal
Osths, Oommission with ¢ the,express object of re-
moving the objectionable clauses of the prezent oath
of allegiance, it has appeared but reasouable to post-
pone the adminfstration of the present oaths to the
stadents, and to await the new legislation of the
coming sessjon of Parliament.’ The oath hae accords
ingly pot been tecdercd to the stadents, but post-
poned, with the approval of kis Grace the Duke of
Lelaster, chief magiatrate of the Maynooth sessions,
and chairman of the Board of Visitors of the college ;
and this postponement, Dr. Ruogsell adds, * was doly
notified both to the laieand the present Governmuns.’
The president states further that this was entirely
his own act, without any expresaion of a wish on the
part of the students sod without their knowledge.

Starte cP Ayraiga I8 Treraxp.—The batteries of
the Tth Brigade have arrived in Dublin to gerrisin
the coast batteries in the Dablin division. The sol-
diers who walked in the Dub’in Fepian procession
are till in custody — the report of the Cour! of Inqury
into the case not being yet seot in to the suthorities.
The magssine in the Ptoaaix Park, upon which, in
March, 1867, the Feniane bestowed some attention,
ia agaln having its safety provided for by the draw
bridge being kept constantly up, nod four sentries
icstexd of one being placed at the gate The de-
fencea of the various entrapces huve aleo been
strengtheced. The survey madeof theram Regearch
at Oork shows that for 14 feet or 80 amidships, on
the starboard side, two cf her planks are torn into the
inper skio. It is atated that bad this ekin in the
original conatruction oot been so well cau'kad as it
waa, the steam pumps would bardly have b-en able
to conquer the '@1kege  The Freeman's Journal, of
Dublin, mentions & circamstance which, it, says took
place some weeks ago at the Royul Barracke there,
but information of which has ouly juat.transpired.
This waa the abstraction from ‘'he main goard of
every round of ammunition served out to tbe men op
daty for night, Nota cartridge was in the pouch
ot n gingle man in the morning when the guard was
being changed and the customdry iospection made.
No light hasg gince been thrown, the Jowrnal states
apou the matter.

The Inten RearaTrAR-Genenas's ReTury.— There
taro juat issued records 18 549 deatbs registered in
Ireland in the third quarter of 1867. being in the
aonual proportion of 13-4 per 1,000 of popolatien.
Sonrlatina prevaited and wes endemic in many dis-
tricts In Brookeborough, Lisoaskea, nearly one-
half of the deaths we e caused by this diseass.
Thera wera only two fatal craes of smallpox during
the quarrer, and the re,istrurs furnish evidence in
support of the ben: fits arising from the Compulsory
Vuceination Act; in gome districts there bad not
been a case of smallpox for three years. Whoopiog-
cough waa very fatal in some parts of Ireland ; ard
typhoid fever, waa more prevalent than typbus, A
fatal case of faver, occurred in the Rathcoole dia:
trict, Oelbridge, accompanied with ecchymosis, or
dark patches of blood under the skin; the duration
of illaess being only 14 hours. At Oloomany,
Inishbowen, the people suffered from chest affections,
which the registrar attribated to their occupatiot ;
ho states that they ¢ are up all nigat gathering sea-

" weed.! At Younghal, Glasbmore, fever and malig-
paat typhus overran a whole country side, until a
panioc seized the population, and even the schools

_ were close’, This outbreak of fever was attributed
to the close proximity of the invaritble dunghill 10
the cabin of the labourer The Regisirar General how
ever reports that on tbe whole the health of the:peo-
ple has’ improved ‘within the last few years, and
miny ganitary improvements bave been  adopted,

_Among the exceptions to the general-progreea of
hygienic measures may be mentioned:Waterfors city.
where the sanitary arrangements are reported to be

“the worat in Ireland.  The fatal epidrmica were
confined to a few districta ; emplovment for Iabnurers

. wag abundant, and wages were good. The Regisira-
tion of deaths in ireland continued to bs very im-

_ perféct, and attention i8 directed to certain districts

“where the desths registered during the quarter
ranged from an annual ratio of about one {n 100 to

- one 1n'260 of the population. 'The birth rate of the

. quarter. wag 24 ' per 1,00 of population. The nnm-
ber of birtha registered durlni the quarter was- 34 -

- 248, and the number of emigranta was 18,475 ; a de-

" oreage therefore, of 3,Y76 gppesrs to have taken

place in the .population of Ireland during that
period. In the correaponding quarter of 1866, the
emigrants numbered 19 640, The number of mar-
ringes registered 1n Ireland dariog the second quar-
ter of 1867 was 5,168 ; In the corresponding quarter
of lagt year the nomber was 6045 Of the 5166
marriages, 3 101 were between Oatholica, and 2,065
were between Protestants. - The mean {emperature
of the air for the quarter ending the 30th of Septem-
ber, 1867, was 58.6 deg. The rainfall measured
8.068 inchea. The mean height of the barometer
wag 29 786 inches,

Tar OrvrcE EsTABLIEEMENT —Bat, let it be noted,
here is & mighty work to be done 1n some fashion or
other, after discuspion, first in the great Parliament
of British opininn then in that asgembled st West-
minster, not to speak of & good wacy very incepen-
dent arenas of religious and political controveray.
Namerous classes sud powerful interests are involved,
The character aud poaition of the Toited Kingdom
are at stake, a8 well us those of claszes and individoals,
There are those, for instance, who maintain that we
are, and mast be, a Proteatant Power. What i3 the
proper way to approach a question of such moment-
ous import, of such proved difficulty, and such various
and extensive bearings? For our part, we gee no
way but compromise. Opponents have to ba con-
ciliated, ausceptibilities bave to be soothed and re-
aggured ; insult is not to be sdded to injury, if
possible, all aides sre to be convinced that they have
& common interest in amicab'e ettlement.

Mr. Jamea Chaige, a respectable gentleman, 23
years of age, committed snicide in Datkey on Satur.
day evening at the residence of Surgeoa Lyone, of
whose relative, a Miss Norris, he was a disappcinted
auitor. He walked into the room where the lady
and her mother were sitting, and ina fosw miouvtes
was geen to apply a phial to his lips and mutter
somsething about an easy death. Mrs Norris dashed
the phial from bis bamds, but he had draiced its ¢in-
tents before she could preveat nim. He dicd
auortly afterwards. A secood phial was fouad in hig
pocket, together with a pocket-bick, on a leaf of
which the following was written.

* Mother I go to~night. I hope you will conform
with the wishes whicb [ have laid down in my letter.
Do pot think | em mad. Iam broken hearted. Mrs.
Lawlor (with whom the Geceased lodged in Dublin)
will, I suppose, when she hears of my death, send
you my letter, and, a8 a dyiog requeat I hope you will
do as I ank you,

GREAT BRITAIN,

OarroriclsM 18 Grapar Bmitain.—The Catholic
Directory for 1868 just iraued permissu superiorum
gives some details in reference to the presert pusition
of the Roman Oathclic Church in Great Britain,
There appears to be & considerable increase in the
Catbholio clergy, oburches, chavels, coaveats, and
monasteries since last yesr. The total number of
Qatholic bishops in the same - namely, one arch.
bishop atd 12 bishops (besides three retired bishops)
io Eugland, and four bishops in Scotland. The
number of priests in Gireat Britain amounts to 1,639,
againgt 1,608 1ast year; the number of churches and
chapels is 1,283, against 1,20 when the laet Direclory
was publisbed. The convents of wowmen are now
227 in nomber, whereas last year they were 220, and
the monasteries wumber 67, against 63 last year.
Total increass, 31 priests, 76 cburches and chapels,
seven convents of women, and four monasteriea of
men. Of the 76 churches avd chapels, which are
more this year than last, about a dozen are private
chapels of convente and of variona individuals, Of
the four increase in the pumber of moun«steries, three
are merely houses in which two or three of the regrlar
clergy dwell together for missionary work ; the
fourth is the new Downinican priory at Haverstock
hill In the convents, or religious houses of women
the increase has been very yreat during the lass few
yeara, but it has been altogether, or with very few
exceptiona, among the noncloiatered or active orders,
auch aa Sisters of Oharity, Sisters of Mercy, aud the
like. The cloistered or contemplative orders hardly
seem to increase st all, or very slightly, in this
country. The number of collegea and large pre-
paratory schoola js22. Of the 227 convents npwards
of 200 are for the edacation of girls, either rich, poor,
or middle clues '

Mr. Gorranioos’s Nuanery Stony.—RrporT oOF
Tae CoMmirTeE. The subjoiced is taken from the
Birmingham Journw/, of Juouary 18:—

We stated a few d =ys ago that a committee, con-
sisting of M-sara. Kynuveraley, Goodman ans Poncis,
and Dr. Melson, kad been roasti'uted to irquire into
the charges brought by Mr. Gutteridge of grogs in-
morality in a nunoecy The committee hag completed
ita fnquiry, and the following report has been drawn
up for publication :—

" We, the undersigaed, having been requeated by
Mr. Gurteridge, and by geotlemen re teseating the
Roman Cstholic comumurity in this town to inveati-
gate the truth of the statement made by M~ Gutle-
ridge in a lecture delivered by him in the Town Hall,
on the 13th November last with retereuce so nlloged
immorality in a nuspery, and haviog ex.mined such
evidence as Mr. Gutteridge has produced in support
of his statement do find—~

f That the whole sBtatesment ig untrne, and without
foundniicn in fact in any ooe of i's detsils.

*The narrative, 48 repeated by Mr. Gut-eridee at
the Town Hall, ogether with other detaila not men-
tioned by bim, was firat related to a member of Mr,
Qutteridge’s family on 2nd July Jart  Oa the follow-
icg day it was repeated to M. Gutteridge, by whom
it wag tnken downin writing. The nurrator waan
yoang girl of nioiteen sears of age, who was em-
ployed in Me. Gutter1-1ge's housebold asa seamstress,
and has continued to be go employed up to the pre
s nttire. Duricg this period she haa aguin and again
repeated ber story, with the addition frem time to
time of pretended occurrences which guve the atate-
ment & great appestance of reality ; snd so recently
aa three weeks ago, in the most solemn mauvner, te-
asserted the truth of all ghe had snid.

* This ynung girl appeared befine us, and at ovre
declared that tbe whole parrative was filse and
unfounded, and entirely her own inv.miion. She
firm'y andbered to this declaration nnder a severs
¢ross-ex .mination, .

# The parrative incluoded details, some of which
wera capnable of corroboration if irne ; others bure oo
their face mani‘est improbability, We fiad that no
effort was made by Mr Gutteridge to test the truth
of any of these stalements ; to use hia own words, be
never croased the thresbold to make an inquiry. We
bave gtill felt it our duty as far as poesible to test
such of the alleged facts 3 were capable of inquiry,
aod have failed to obtain corfirmation in any oune
instance.

“Uader these-circumstances, therefors, we oun
arrive at Do other conciusion than that Mr. Gutie-
ridge's stotement was utterly untrue, and that ke bad
no grounds whatever for muking the charge.

T. 0. dboeyd Kyuners'ey, J. P.
J. B Melson, M. D, J. P.
Joha Pouciy, J. P.

J. D. Gondman, J, P.

" Birminghem, Jan. 17, 1868.”

The Journal, in an occaslonal note has the follow-
ing remarks on the foregoing:—Mr. Gutreridpe's
nunnery story hes. utterly broken down; ‘the result
we anticipated from the moment attention was called
toit. Four magistratés, three of them Protestants,
and two of them .chosen by Me. Gutteridge himealf,
have inquired. jnto the story,snd their report ia  that
the whole aatement is uatrue, snd without founda-
tion in ary of irs detnile’ To this, a8 regards Mr.
Gutteridge's owo conduot, the Comuittes add that
*he had no ground) whatever for makiog the charge,’
a'd that be * mude no effort’ to test the grounda he
pretended to bave. After thig emphatio declaration,
from such unquestionable aathority, we suppose no=
body will on any fn'are occasion attack the slighlest
oredence to any gobemoucherie Mr. Gulteridge may
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choose to publish, We will bat add that much cre.
dit is due te Mr. J. D. Goodman and Mr. Poacia for
the trouble they have taken in bringing this misera-
ble story to the test of inquiry and consequent expo~
sure,

The Eoglish Catholies have recently been actively
rearutting for volunteers for an Kuoglish brigade for
the Pope, and their efforte, eo far, are reported to
have been successful, and at a meeting recently
beld iu Liverpool 4t was atated that a most efficient
corps had beea enrolled, which would ebortly leave
that port for Rome, under the command of a gentle-
msn who has held high military rank in the British
and American services.

An Toverness paper states thata company of stale
wart Highlande:s for the defence of the Pope ie being
recruited in Strathglass by a local priest and a Beauly
gentleman, who intends to be the captain of the
corps. The same aolborily says they are to set out
for Rome in a few weeks

Ax ANTI FrRniax ProTEaT. — On the conclugion of
the ordinary business of the Shrewabury police orurt
yesterday, the Rev. Henry Hopkins, priest of the
Catholic Chapel, addressing the Mayor, said he at.
tended there as a deputation from the Qatholic ia-
babi:aots of Shrewsbary in conrequenca of a rumour
which was widely current, to tko effect that they,
and especially the Irisb portion of them. were inclined
to sympathbize with what waa called the Fenian plot,
aod were, in fact, secretly connected with it. The
rev. geotleman then proceeded to denounce in in
dignaot terms the Fenian conepiracy and its leaders,
disclaining om benalf of his flock tha slightest sym-
pathy with it or them, and in conclosion banded to
his Worship an address, of which the following is a
copy, which he stated bad been drawn np at a public
meeting of the Catholics of the town :—‘We, the no-
dersiguoed. being Catholica, and for the moat part
Irishmen, residicg in the borough of Shrewsbury,
considering the oatrages whieh have recently been
perpetrated in London and elsewhere, whareby the
peace and good order of society have been fearfully
diaturbed, and knowiog that guzh deeds are calcu-
Iated to lesd to a war of races, and thereby to
throw a large namber of the industrions poor fute
poverty aud distress, we, the wndersigned, do here-
by deolare as follows :—1, That aa loyal euhjects of
Her Mejesty the Queen we are most anxisus to uphold
aod defend the institutions of the country ; 2, that it
i3 our desire above all things s good and loyal citi-
zena ¢o live in peace and harmony with our fellow
townamen ; 3, that we dealre to expreas our detesta-
tion and condemnation of tke crimes committed at
Clerkeowell and elsewhere, whoever may have com-
mitted them, or for whatever end or object they may
have been committed ; 4, that as Oatholics we hold in
utter abhorrence all secret gosieties forbidden by the
QOatbolic Qharch, and that, Fenianism being such a
secret society, we wish bereby to aeclare our ungqua-
lified condemnation and abhorrence of ita principles ;
5, that should any disturbances arise or be appre-
hended witbin this Cistrict wa hereby offer our ser-
vices to the civil autborities *o do our best to support
toe preservation of the public peace.’ The Mayor
accepted and very cordially ackuowledges the ad-
dreas, which he stated was calculated to have a
most depirable effect. The denutation then with-
drew. A large number of [rish Catholics presented
themselves before the magistrates on Wedneaday
evening, and were duly sworn in as special cobnata-
biea.

AgRrEsT or Two Seaums rom Sorroaep Fxznian.
184 o7 Devosrorr.~ Qonsiderable conaterastion was
created in circles thal twn seamen belonging tw H.
M. 8. Canojus, Oaptain G Napier, now siationed off
the Gun Wharf, in Hamoaze, had been apprehended
f,r complioity in the Fenian movemsnt. As, bow
ever, from various motives, the authorities have
caused the matier to be kept as secret as possible,
the information that can be obtained ia very slight,
although tbere is no reason for the alightest doumbt
veing eatertained that & discovery hag been made
which may eventuslly Jead to some'hing more im-
portant in connection with Fenlanism. It appears
that on Tueedsy at midnight, two sailora belonging
to the Osuopus were apprebended whilst on shore
bv a guerd from the samo sbip, it being supposed,
from various circumstances that had receatly trana-
gired, that they were in posaesaion of come explosive
materials which they intended to make use of for an
unlawful purpose  Oun the arrival of the men 03
brard, their hbammocks and seveveral other places
which it was coanceived could ba used for the pur-
pose of concealment were searched ; and the ien
themselvea, instead of being put in jrons in the ugnal
way, were co- fined in separate cells, g2 that they
-¢ould not possibly communic ite with each other,

Arusaep FeniaxiaM N Guazedw. — On Monday
night last, or, wore properly speaking, early on
TuesCsy wmorniog the atteativn of the policemen oo
duty in the neigtborhood of the Green was attracted
by the fizing of pistol shots. Qua arriving at the
gpyt wheace the soinds appeared to have come from,
they npprehended two men. Without anytbiog in
the shape of a ‘ charge’ these men were Arreated apd
tuken to the Ceatral Police Office, where they were
duly searched, but nothing being found upon them
to implicate them in any way with the suspicions of
the police, they were liberated. Sub-equently it s
a'leged, a pistol was found, from which, 11 would a;-
pear, that three shots had teen fired, the other two re-
mwAining undischarged  With tbis evidence the po
lice returced and subsequently the two men were
arresied, baviog left their addresses atthe solice
uffice. Tbey -ware bronght up at the police ¢ ffize on
Wedpesday before Builie Anderson, and remapded
€or eigbt days, in order to allow time for tha prose-
cutiou of further ingairies. The names f the parties
unpiicated are, it is stated, Michael Barratt, and
James O'Neill, one s clerk, aud the other a labor r.
— Glusg w Free Press.

PrrcaurioNs AT TEE HousRs oF PARLIAMENT. —4A
quantity of asad und other mnterials ‘or extinguiste
ing Gieek fire have beea stored in the basement of
tbo Houses of Parliament. counssls’ robing rooms,
hallg, sud judges’ private entrances  Oa two occn-
sious receutly iuformation resched the authorities
ol & contemplnted vutrage. A detachment of police
are i posgession of tbe Houees all night. To
morrow moraing 1,800 of the Post Olfice officials,
wheo have been sworo iu specisl constables, will marcu
to the fRuildball to drill together for the firal time. —
Ezpress.

Oa Monday afterncon Michael Serridge, a police-
mea, who has bern in the Birmingham police force
for 13 years, wus brought before the Watch Com-
mittee, charged with uvslog eeditious languege io
reference to the attack npon the prison van at
Mapchester, and aiso in reference to the priacners
who bave been committed to take tkeir trisl st
On the case being heard tte
commitlee considerec it of snch a serious nature a8
to order Serridge into cnstody. Serridge wae
brought before the M-yor chsrged with using
geditions lapguage in sympaiby with Pepianism.,
'Pbe prisoner was remanded,

Trs Wioow of SERGEANT BRETT.—It f8 stated by
Osptain Palin, Chief Qonatiblé of Manocbester,. that
a sufficient sum bas been collected to afford & com-
fortable provision for life for Mrs. Brett, thé widow .
of the policensan murdered by the - Fenians at Man-
chester. . :

Tae Waie Prouised —'It ig very amualag, nag
shows the'indestruotible reliance which 'men place
in humsn credulity., Th+ Whigs-have beeni oat.of
offica only eightesn months, and they are already
makiog thesy gigaotic bide, Who knowd whatthey
mey not offer when they bave been out of cffice for
another eighteen montts? But at preseac these
bids are only unofficial - the mere talk of the recruit-
ing sergeant before enlisiment. . Mr. ‘Gladstone has
pot got further with respect to partienlar measures
than the oracular intimation that they must be such
a8 upon full consideration shall be approved by tke

general feeling of the Irish people. But his follow-
ers have no need for such reserve. ' What would
you like best, my good friends? they say to the
Irish pcople—* settlement of the Church Question,
the Land Question, the Edncation Question? Yes
I thought 8o, quite right; and you ghall bave them
—when the Whiga come in. Yeu bave only got to
ask and have~—=when the Whigs come in. Will you
you have lesses for gixty-threa years, or a eale of the
estates of abaentees or perpetuity of tenure at &
fixed rent ? It rests with you to determine. Just
let us put the Tories out, and you shall take your
choice.! Meanwhile the Irish peagant listens stold
and womoved. He has heard it already. He I8
like the experienced traveller who makea no answer
to the country waiter's enumeration of the basin of
soup. and matton chop, the ba!f steak, the cold vhea-
mint, the goose pie, because be gees pefore him all
the timein bis mind's eye the bit of mouldy cheess
and Zlass of eour beer to which all the bill of fare
will be reduced when it comes to eatiog, and drink-
ing. *You ars an old haod at thig game, Sir John,'
gay the Irish tenant farmers; ' we remember seven-
years ago when you, ay, and better men than you,
talked to us of these things. We don’t believe &
word you say. We havo often been befsoled and
beirayed, aod once too cften.’ Accordingto the best
of our belief, ¢ founded oo our information from Ige-
land,’ that is the present state of miud of the Irish
tenant fa;mer, and we cannot wonder at it.)—The
Tablet.

Tbe London Times containg a letter from ‘ Histori-
cas, directly combatiog the views of Lord Hobart
on the Alabama question. Lord Hobart assumed
that the ‘limited reference’ included the question of
the recoguition of the Southern States ag belligerents
ouly so far as it affected the main jssue of compen-
3ation, and that Mr. Seward did not, in fact, demand
that the arbitrators should determine this question.
‘ Higtoricus’ quotes Mr. Seward's despatches, in
which the *fuilure of Her Majesty's Government to
prevent or coupteract the aggreasion of British sub-
jecte’ on United Statea commerce was said to he di-
rectly traceable to that * unfortunate cause’ - the re.
cogguition, Mr, Beward, indeed, demands that the
¢ whole controversy’ should be referred to arbitration
and, io tho view of the American Goveromeunt, the
recoguition of the belligerency is the principal ques-
sion io the correspondence. * Historicus' argues that
the right and propriety of recoguizing the Bouthern
States as belligerents is not a question on which any
reasonable man has a doubt, Mr. Seward, in 1887,
aays that but for the English proclamation of nen-
trality there woald never have beun civil war in the
Urited SBtates. *It was England that baptised the
slave ingu-rection a civil war; but * Historious’ re«
miods him that on May 4 1861, nine daya before the
Eoglish proclamation, Mr. Seward wrote to Mr Day.
ton in Paris :—¢ The insargents bave Institoted reve-
jution with open, flagrant, deadly war, to compel the
United States to acquieace in the dismemberment of
the Voion. The United States have accepted this
civil war a¢ an inevitable necessity.! Similarly in a
letter to the Bpanish Minister the American Secretary
wrote that the blockade would be established on the
principle recogaizad by the law of natious; and he
even uded the worda * Neutral Statea’ waish coald
oot have no meaning if war d.d not exist. It fis
simply nonsenge, therefore, to pretend that the Pre-
sident’s Government at that time regarded the rebel-
lion a8 merely a local insurrection. I[f the United
States quarre]l with us on the aubject, it will be,
says ‘Historions,’ because they are determined to
quarrel.

Tax Housm or Pzeri.—The Hounsa of Peers at
preaent conaists of—one Prince, two Royal dukes,
three argibishops 26 duk-s, 33 marquises, 16) earla,
33 viscounts 27 bishops, and 164 barons—the total
number of Peera being 449. The Bishop of Bath and
Wells gits aléo as Baron Auck'and. The following
clergymea have alao seats in the House of Lorde as
lay Peers :—~The Rev. A. E. Hobart, Barl of Buck-
iogbawshire; the Rav. William George Howard,

Barl of Qarliele ; the very Rev William Johao Bro-
derick, Vissount Midleton ; the Rev. William Nevil,
Earl of Abergavenny ; the Ven. Frederick Twisle.
ton-¥ykebam Fieunes, D.0.L.. Lord Baye and Sele;
the Rev. Alfred Nathapiel B. Ourzio, Uord Sairs-
dule, heir presumptive to the title of Lord Arundell
and Wardour, i8 Lis brother, the Rev Everard Aloy-
siug Gooz+2a, a Jesuit priest. There are 107 Peers
of Qcotland and Ireland who are not peers of Par-
linment ; there are 224 members of the Privy Coun-
cil ; and the archbishops, bishops, colonial bishops
bishops of the Episcopsal church of Scotland, and re-
vired bishops, cumber 99, There are 885 baronets
474 civil apd mlitary knights; 137 noblemen sAnd
bironets, who are Kaights of tha various Orders, 130
Koights of the Urder of the Siar of JIodis, 751
Kaights Companinng of the Qrder of the Bath, three
field marshale, 578 general offi:ers ju the army, 312
generals in Her M jesty's Indian army, 329 admirals
ia the navy, 66 judges in the United Koiglom and
Ireland, 174 Queen's Qounshl nnd Sergenuts-nt-Law
in England, and 93 in [reland. There are 162 deaths
recorded of thoge whose names appeared in Hho's
Who, aud who died hetween the 30th of Novembor,
1866, and tbe 18t of December 1867 with tho dates of
their birth apd desth.— Wio's Who, 1868

Heauri of Scotrayp Intheeight principnl towns
of Scotland—Glasgow, Edinburg, Leith Dundee,
Aberdeen, Paisley, Greenock, Perth—the deaths of
2,379 perswns w. re registered in the month of Da
cember ; allowing for increnso of pop:lation, this
number is 98 under 1bat for December of the lag’ ten
years, 44 per cent. of the denths were of children
under five years of age. The zymotic (epidemic
aud contagious) claga of diseases proved fatsl to
480 persous, coastitnting 20 per cens, of the mor-
taility ; that rate was scarcely execeded in aoy of the
eight towns The most fatal epidemic was scarlutina
which caueed 13} deathis, or 55 per cent. of the
mortality ; in Sdioburg, 9.2. Typbus was the next
most fatal epidemic, having coused 119 denths or
5 ver cent, of the totn] mortality. The deatbs from
ivflammntory wffections of respiratory organs,
with cousumption, whooping cough, and croup, were
900 of the whole 2379 Tnere were 71 ceaths from
violent cnuges two of them suicides; four deaths
resulted from intetspersnce. The deathsof five women
were registered who bad prased their 90th yenr ; the
oldea! wus an unmarried womsan lately a domeatic
gervant, aged 98 The births registered were 3,100
this number wag exceeded in the monh of Decrmber
in 18G4 nud 1866. The marriages were 849, which,
allowing for the increase of popuiation is 20 under
the average of the month for the last ten jears.

A New Stor. - The United Sermce (azelle makes
tbe followivg extraordinary atalement:—*We ara
informed that on hoard her Majesty's shio Royal
Oak duriog the late commissibn, were & pumber of
men, members of a sect known aa Germsnites, who
¢ never attenied Divine service, were in direct op-
pogition to the teaching of the chaplain, and ' termed
themselves ! non-fighting men.’ Qoe of our cor-
respondents says— I must tell you this claas of men
never or very seldom misconducted themselves on
bourd, always obesed the pipe, and were slow
workers ; by my firm belief is that they are ap dan-
gerous n clags of men 8 ever-entered a ship, private
or public.!. SBome of the ten yesrs' men of this secret,
on claiming tkeir discharge, were agked why they
wished to leave the gervice, and replied. ¢ For tbe
love of the Lord and liberty ’: * There are ‘& namber
of thess nou-fighting men 1a the Mediterranean Fleet
at the present time.’ N e
-'The Blackbwrn Standurd reports that a mechanie
named Thomas Harland sold hig wife 10 another man,
nemed Lowmsx, for the sum ¢f 20a.. and all parties
being agreeable to the bargain, Mrs Rarland has
been- trangferred to her new busband ! The following
agreement bss been drawn up and signed by -the
parties ;—* Blackburn, Jap. 11th, 1868 — This Is to
certify to all whom it may oconcern, that I, Thomns
l Harland, of Blackburn,do relingaish all my conjugni

rights to my wife, Sarah Ellen Harland, in favour of

Henry Lomay, for the sum of £1 sterling. As wih—
ness our hund, &o., Thomas Harland, witnesses;.
Phillp Thomas and George Swarbrick.’ Harlad:
bas since Announced that be will not be answerable-
for any debts his late wife may contract. Thim
piece of foolery will last the French playrights for-
50 years.

In England the suffering is great. In the ! East
of London,’ which embraces a population of 600,008
there are 40,000 persons dependeat upon charity,,
and 60,000 in actual distress whose pride coneeails
their condition. Tbe deaths greatly exceed the
ordinary rate. The poor law is inadequate to.meet
the requirements, The poor rates bave been wvery
much increased, and in one district of 11,000 sonis,
who should pay the poor rate, it was found thal
4,000 were in need of relief themselves. Where the
defsulters were formerly bundreds they aro now
thonsands, and when an officer gets onta warrans
to diatrain he finds nothing but pawnbrokers’ tickets ;
while ill-organized public aud private cbharity, ao-
cording to the London Times, 'is actuaily increasing
'the amount of pauperism and demoralizing *the
distriet.!

Lowpoxr Feb. 6.— A man vamed Chatterton wan
shot in the strest to-day and badly, if not fatally
wonnded  The nssass’n wag instantly arrested and
gave his name as Jem Meddles. From his declarations .
it seems that he mistook (astterton for James Birdy
who is an important witness for the Government in .
the affair of the Clerkenwell explosion, and who at.
the examination of the prisoners before the Polies
Court identified ooe of them as the man that fired-
the powder. It is said that Meddles ia a half-witted
fellow and the balief i3 general that he i3 a too) of
other parties.

Earl Rassell will publish in the course of naxt
month; A Letter to the Right Hon Ohichester Fortea~-
cue, M.P,, on the State of Ireland. ~ Exzpress. .

UNITED STATEY..

Horronrs o Ax Ausgioax Map-Houvse. —The New -
York correspondeat of \be Morning Post gives a feara -
ful dercription of horrors which bave been disclosed
by legal inveatigation., The Siate Insana Asylom at
Jacksonville Illinois, is supported by the State, and
under i*a control. The revelations of the awful crael--
ties which were practized {n this asylum wera canged"
by the conduot of a country bapker in one of the -
small cities io [llinoic. He fell in love with hig sar-
vant maid. One day, eight years ago, he invited
his wife, who was then, and always has been, per-
featly sane, to accompany him on a jouroey to Jacke -
sonville, and having arrived thers took her with.
bim to visit the insane asylum. While ahe was con-.
versing with some of the patients thero Le slipped
away, snd his uohappy wife was presently informed -
that she wae a prisoner in the madhouse. Forelght
long years this lady was kept shut up from her family
and the world, and allowed to gee no visitor. Her -
huaband paid $1,000 per annum to the superintend- -
ent of the agylum, whica sum appeara to have been «
sufficient to induce to induce him to become a party-
to this detestable outrage. Fioally, another patient
of the asylum, wao had really been insane but who
had regained her reason, was liberated from its walls
and found means to communioate with the frietds:
of the banker’s wite, and inform them that their relas-
tire, whom for eight years they had mourped as a..
raving maniac, was, and alwaya bad been fo the par-
fect possession of her eenses. H-r release was-
speedily effssted ; but the circumstances of her un-
lawfal detention Yeooming known, attention waa -
direoted te the asylum, and such fearful stories were-
told of it that the Legislature ordered a thorongh
inveatigation of its management to be made, whieh -
resulted in this disclosure of all the horrors that the -
brain of any novelist could imagine. The inventis .
gation was condncted by a committes of the Lagis. -
lature, anc the evidence raceived by it was given
under oath. Both female and mule attendanta of the -
patients were not oaly allowed, bnt encouraged, to -
practice cruelty and outrage upon thess uohappy-
creatures. The female patients were lifted from the
groand by the hair of their beads, dragzed about the
rooms by tha same means, choked uatil their tongnes
protruded, pliced in bathg of cold water and their.
heads plunged beneath the water until thay wers ali.
wost dend, strapped into positions in which it wag
impossible for them to sleep, and 80 kept for 24-
hours; tled with ropes so tightly that the cords eut

through the skiz acd ioto ke Aeah; their heads
pounded on the floor: their arms twisted until the
wrist or elbow waa dislocated : beaten with strapa
and wbips, sometimes uctil the patient actually died
while undergoing the torture, and oftea were unable
to rlse from theit pallets for a fortnight nfierwards ;
dragged from their sick beda when at the point of-
death aud plunged into ice-cold bathg—in one in.
stance & woman patient dropped dead ws they at-
tempted 10 raisa ber to throw her iuto the bath ; and
in a bundred other ways treated with mora crueliy
than Morok, 'he lion-tamer, ¢xhibited to his wild
beasts. The binker's wife wse not the only srne
woman contined a8 a maviac, There wan at least
one otber who, thouph perfectlv snoe, had offended/
her husbaod by s change of religious brlief, and wan.
confioed in the asylum for two y-nr8 at his instigne
tion, and treated in & manaer that sremed to waois.
fest a determination 'o drico ber to insnpity. She-
was know* by her keepers to bo sane, hu! was com-
pelled tn sleep ia a dormitory wilth crrzy women,
to whose ferocious atracks Yer life W-8 often exposed,
snd who sometimes inflic'ed on her fonrful {ojuries.
The treatmen: of the male patients wos cqually
atrocious. A young Ernglishman w-s once hrought
to the neylum and as he wws somewhnt upruiv be
was gubdued by heing placed on hig brek «nd water
being poured down his throat antil he wesruffocated,
An Irishman waa 8o fearfully beaten by hie artend.
ants that ha expiren under tneir hands. Another
young man was kept for three months in A wooden
crib, two and & half feet wide, and io which he onuld
ouly lin apon tis back. Another wne kept 1o the
‘gereen roony’ duriog vhe whnle ¢f the winter, per=
teetly paked. and with no meang of wnrming }im-
gelf The bath-room wns 560 feet feom the scresn.
room, apd the artendantas would tuke this patient by-
the heele, Rnd drag bim over the flonr 10 the bath,,
Towards the clpve of the winter be died And In:
mo e than one inatance the lives f the femnls pa.
tierts were only saved by the male keeprrs rescowng-
them from tha hande ot the keepers of their own gex ;-
whila the womun keepers. iu their turn. performed;
rimilar good «offices for the patients of the'o her gex.
What hittle meecy there wns ia the ertablishment:
wne manifeated in this spesmodic and grotesque-
fashinp ; but tue ruling rpirit of the place was oné of*
blind, unreasosior, RnG he artless craelty. A

The New York Times ventures ‘1o. express the.
opinion that Congreermen on eitber side have very
little chaner of securiug Irish votes by the speached.
tbey make oo the question of natwralization |  Fes
nianjsm has gone beyond the point of bring crjoled:
by words. If either p-rty will openly take ground»
in favour of war with Great Britain, becaure abs.’ bagr
unpris ned srme of our batoralized citisns, and
pruceed {0 makew tr that party wiil® probably srctre- -
the Irish vote, whetker jt gels apy others.or mot..
Anyihiog short of that won’t count.

g i e e X

" A coloured delegite recently gald ‘in Georgla
Conventin that* if the peaple. dared: to refusa . to.
ratify the proceedings of the Qonvention;the Wurning:
of Atlanta aud the march of Bhermap throngh” Geore-
gia wou!d be but'a forerasre of what hig'race andxhe.
U 8. army would de.to Ge0cgisey;iigy w0

The -New York Tribune is ln’;l".i\ ‘a

1

deapstobes sent by tne’ Cable” to”

0
effect that rescluttons of eynip-thy:

wese passed in Oongress and denien tw fc2o thatther
is any basia for such slandep' ©"'t" A TR

The New Ynrk Muil srys that there Lave never-
been g0 many beggara in that city ss now, snd ther

‘kas not been for years so much sufforing.




