. being sent to prison.
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ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.

JANUART—18T75. ,
1—58. Vincent and Anastasius, M.

Friday, 22

Soturday, 23—Espousals of the B, V. M. and St.
Joseph.

Sunday, 24—Septuagesima.

Monday, 25—Conversion ot St. Paul.

"Puesday, 26—OF the Prayer of Our Lord.

Wednesday, 29—St. John Chrysostom, B. C. D.

Thureday, 27—St. Authony, Ab. (Dec. 18.)

- NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The 1086 important item of politicnl news from
ngland that has reached us this weck is the re-
Airement of Mr. Gladstone from the post of leader
€ {he Opposition, a fact which was announced in
a letier from Mr, Gladstone o the Earl of Gran~
ville. Fatigue, and nced of reposc are the rcasons
assigned by the writer for this retircment, but it
may well be thab his 1ate pamphlet has had some-
thing to do with it. No party of which Mr. Glad.
stone is & ledder can henceforward hope for any
1id from the Cathotics of the Tritish Empire ; and
without the support of the members from Ireland
it would he no easy matter for. the Liberals tohold

their own against the Conservative followers of

Disracli, . ]
Alfonso, son of Isubella, has been reccw.ed with
great rejoicing in Madrid, where he n}ndc h.IS entry
on the 14th, amidst a grand display of tinsel, of
pnstebbm‘d decovations, and of cheaply go.t up
markas of emthusiastic loyalty. The lad has inau-
gurated his reign with the announcement that
what property of the Church is still in the hands
of the Government shall De restored to its rightful
owners—a magnificent restitution indeed, and
which will no doubt turn out to be am attempt to
tranefer the linbilities with which the stolen
Church property las been burthened whilst in the
Bands of the Government, from the shoulders of
the Istter, to that of the Church. In the meantime
Cherles V11, continues to nssert his olaims to the
Ypanish throne ; his friends still cling to him, and
peace scoms to be as far off as cver. Dun Carlos
represents a principle ; Alfonso represents only an
jntrigue ; and though the former may be unable to
make good his claims, Lhe other will have but a
short reign. The revolutionary forces that have
for the moment hoisted him to his present posi-
tion, are still at work, and so will soon bring about
" another cataciysm. In Germany the war against
the Church continues as brisk as ever ; of the na-
ture of the persecution some iden may be formed
" ftom the following extracts from the London Zimes

of the 28th ult,:—
« One after the other, the rural Deans of the Ca-

tholic glergy in the Grand Duchy of Posen arc
Their offsnce consists in de-

to mmention the person secretly appointed
by the Pope to govern the diocese during the ar-
rest of Archbishop Ledochowski.—Times, 28th ult.
Wo invite the nitention of our readersto the
head and front of the offending which consigns
the Catholic clergy of Germany to the felon's cell;
and because of which men of blameless conduct,
guiltless, as the Times admit, ef any other act but
{hat of refusing to betray to the vengeancs of Bis-
marck, the ecclesiastic to whow has Leen entrusted
the administration of spiritual offices within the
diocese of the imprisoned Archbishop—are under-

+ going in Germany the trentment which in Eng-
Japd is reserved for thieves, garetters and piek-
pockets; for it must be borne in mind that the
Bishops and prissts send to jeil for their fidelity to
the faith, are treated as ordinary felons; fed with
the ugual felon diet; wear the felon's costume ;
inhabit the felon’s cell ; and are kept employed
on the ordinary felon labor. For instance, His
Grace the Archbishop of Cologne is m;tered on the
“prison register as «Payl Melchers,” and is em-
ployed a8 a straw-plaiter. And above all be it re-
membered that these things are done in the name
of religious liberty, by & Libéral Protestant Gov-

" ernment, and gmidst the plaudits of the liberal
Protestant communities of both Continents, whose
organs of the press, from the highest to the lowest,
down even to the Montreal Witness—cheer the Qer-
man Government in its policy of persecution, and
hound it on to still greater cxcesses. .

" Almost would ‘it-seem a8 if the war betwixt North

. and Sonth were again‘about to break out; and wero
it not fbr.the:oﬁlxhajfs@‘_q?ponditipi;‘ of the latter we'

clining

- have mo doubt that her. people would again rise in

1.
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! arms’ to assert the viclated prinoiple  of . State
' Rights sgain outriged by the forcible suppreasion of
" the Louisiana legislaturé at; thé ‘point of Federal
7bayonets,” o - T

Al !

b Bt i Tast eiitrageds too much almost, for sore
WP uie Nopthors, or sozealled republican-party; for
is Message to Congress/tlia3 Presidont -has

in his Message oy th nt -ha
: found himself compelled to defend it; but, as the

" oAd proverh says, qui s'ercuse, #accuse. - By implioa-

| dan'; ‘add in a fit of coriic Topentance'he asks Co

| spring.’ "The population is"a ‘population of black

ional-low by the hand of his dgent Genersl:
‘gress to” dofine his duties in the: matter, . This is

fo define those duties ; they aro defined cleatly and
{fally in “the original .Act-of ‘Union betwixt the
several sovereign and independont States of which
the Republic of the United, States of North Ame-’
rica is composed ; and any deviation from the ex-
press terms of that original -Act of Union, as inter-
preted by the Supreme Court, is a violation of law,
and an act of rebellion against legitimate authority.
The danger of another outbreak of civil war is
however much mitigated by the -fact-that the
Northern States are beginning to see that the policy
of President Grant towards Louisiann establishes
& precedent for extinguislfing all State autonomy.
What bayonets can do in New Orleans may be done
by bayonets in Boston ; and a regard for their own
liberties may therefore prompt the men of the
North to espouse the cause of their Southern fel-
low-citizens. )
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Vaughnn, Bishop of Selford,
sailed from Liverpool on the 7th inst., en route for
New York. ' His object is to leokafter the Catholic
missions to the negrocs of the Southern States, in
whom Ais Lordship tokes a lively interest.
Fresh troubles, perhaps another nasty little war,
seem to be in store for us in New Zcaland, where
& cutter, the Lapioz'ng, was attacked by the natives,
who massacred her cntive crew, and afterwards
made an attempt upon L, M. Sandfly ; in this case
the natives were repulsed.
The Quebec legislature recommenced business
on the 14th inst,, and in consequence the Tannery
Land Swap Conmimittee has transferred its place of
meeting to Quebec. Nothing new in connection
with this business has as yet transpired.
The election of & representativein the Dominion
Parliament for the Centre Division of Montreal
came off on Tuesday, the 12th inst, and gavea
majority of 83 in favor of B. Devlin, Esq, the
Ministerial candidate.

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.
(CONTINUED.)

The moral results of the Coast of Africn Mis-
sions, in spite of the ycllow of the Missionary ma;,
are declared by the Westminsler Review to be cven
more deplorable than those which have atlended
Protcstaut Missions in Australasia and Polynesia,
Ta proof of this statement the Reviewer quotes the
proceedings of, and speeches delivered at, n late
meeting of the Anihropological Bociety. We again
lay Defore our readers some portions of this Pro-
testant testimony. .

# Mr. Harris read & short paper founded on his
own personal observation, in which he expressed
his decided convictions that African Missions were
failures. * * * The conversions were all hol-
low, and insincere. The native boys who had
been somt out of the Mission Schools were thor-
ough liars, thieves, and drunkards, as compared
with the uncontaminatcd negro boys. This he
could vouch for as he had employed many boys of
both kinds.” )
« Captain Burton snid that Mr. Harris had laid
before them & photograph which he (Captein Bur-
ton) could say from his own knowledge, was cx-
actiy and disgustingly truo. The native pagan of
Africa was not a nice animel, but he.was iufinitely
superior to the African converted to Christianity.
No people could be worse, more immoral, or every-
way disgusting than the native Christians of Sierra
Leone. * * * The Christian Missions”—(Pro-
iestant missions are the only missions on which,
as o Protestant himself, Capt. Burton is competent
to testify, and as to these e is an uncxcaptionable
witness)—" were the curse of Western Africa.”

« Mr, Walker speaking from his own experience
could say that, if the missionaries at Abbeokuta
were to be relied upon, they had not.snved asingle
goul. * * * He could say that in the Gaboon
with which he was acquainted, Christianity had
receded ; & community of converts there, known
ns Jesus Clirist Town, having for some ycars past
degencrated into a society of thieves, liars, forgers
and prostitutes.”

# Buch”—adds the Reviewer—* was the Ianguage
held to the meebing on the subject of missions by
those prescnt who could lay claim to a practical
experience of them. Somcthing not altogether
unlike it has recently been uttered by Govermor
Pope Henncssy in relation to the very locality

then principally under discussion, Sierra Leone,

and the West African Const. Wo have heard the
same kind of statements in o modified form from
other expericnced persens, friendly to missions,
who deem it part of our duty to convert savages
and idolaters into Christians; while admitting
with a sigh of perplexity, that in most cases which
have come under their eye, conversion is by no
menns identical with improvement.”

What good the Missionaries have done the Re-
viewer fully admits; they have in many cases
taught the converts to read ; but as ho points
out i—

« If the unfortunate heathen is taught to read
it is mainly that he mny read The Sunday Pariy, or
The Spirit's Teaching, or, if there be a rival Romish
mission in the neighborhood, Popery Opposed To
Truth, or Scripture Light, and Romish Darkness, in his
own language.”

In & word, the design of the Protestant mission-
ary is to make Protestants rather than Christians ;
and in this no doubt he succeeds.

Let us now accompany the Reviswer on his visit
‘to that other bright and eminently blessed ¥ field”
—the British West India Islands.

#Tn Jamaica”—he tells us; and we must bear in
‘mind that it is a Protestant; not a benighted Ro-
manist who -speaks— in Jumaica, which may be
taken as a type of tho West Indian Islands, the
whitas, a8 is well khown, are_bat a handful in the
midst of the cmancipated slaves and their off-

and “brown' people. - .T'or’ years.past they have
‘been operated upon, chiefly by the Wosleyans and
the ‘Baptists, the moit - fanatical . of - Protestans
Chutches, the Churches which by the help of pro-
cosses - ‘widely ' differing’: from- thoss of. Rome"—
(widely differing God knows, as widely as héaven
‘différs from hell)— share' ' with Rome -the faculty
‘of stirring to its depth an uneducated: naturo such
‘ggthat of the hegro®: & !wi: i cw s, T s

‘The wild 6fgies of ‘the’ “ revival;*: the demoniao

‘phenomena which aceompany it have fhi
for tho negro rice ; and with theas  the }

[ L8

‘and Baptists'aro ever.roady t0,accommodate their
converts:—, : o o

"#Po roll' about the 'gfouﬁd; toddiiné'v i\t";fho

‘meking things worse, . Congress. ig not competent.

1 e"défflé:ﬁgﬁrﬁf,ifé_ly; perhaps literally,

get dipped in 4 tank, amidst a.cannonade of hymns.
is a.mode of conversion suited to the sable or ma~
hogany- ¢ iniquirer I - What ‘has - been. the:result ?
Under. o ‘thin - veneer of:Christianity, Quashce is.
still an unmitigated heathen,: - It is impossible nos,
to read this between the-lines of the missionary.
reports: thémselves, abounding -as they are in sach
expressions as. ¢ gracious’ visitations .ofs the Holy
Bpirit;*sound and saving: conversiens; grest suc-
cess ‘of the Gospel; richness- in faith and. good
works,) ? : R :

In support of these views—for he gives the best
of testimony for all his allegatfons, and asks
us to believe nothing on his mere word—the Pro-
testant Reviewer quoting from a quite recent work,
Ltters From Jamaica; Edmonston and Douglas, 1873
—adduces the following striking testimony :—

«Professedly a Christian, it may be doubted
whetlier one negro in a thousand attachesa correct
meaning to cven the most simple ordinances of
religion. In some districts of the island, indeed,
there are travestied at midnight meetings held
under leafy booths erected for the purpose, which
are carefully concealed from the knowledge of $he
parish ministers. At these ¢ singing meetings, a
woman sanctifies the bread, and administers the
clements. Hymns are sung, words are kpoken,
mysterious rites are observed. The worshippers
grow more and more excited as the fires burn out
and the night grows cold ; and the meeting turns
ount as might be expected, in licence and de-
bauchery.”

In the same work, quoted by the Reviewer, we
are assured that,— :

% the scencs that oceur at the native Baptist cha-
pels are almost blasphemous in their absurdity.”
Of the ** revivals” and their attendant abomina-
tions, the Reviewer quotes the following descrip-
tion from an English clergymen:—

“For-seven days and seven nights the people
would not leave the chapel. Religious frenzy
seized all classes; some fed on grass; othees
crouched on all fours like beasts: others went
about prophesying that Olbesh was hidden under the
threshold of the Church. Immorality under such
circumstances was much more rife than religion.”
The practice of Obeah, or devil worship, an
African cunstom—still largely obtains amongst the
Protestant negroes; and amongst its votaries, so
snys the English clergyman, quoted by the Review,
are to be found some who ave “the mosi earnest in
their professions of Christiantty.” As to the converted
Negro's creed, adds the samec witness—(what hbis
morals are we have seen)—it is that of a dog :—

# Death to the negro has no terrors. He dies
because his time has come. But he dies like a
dog ; withount a regret, and without a prayer, con-
fident that, if there be o heaven, he will find ad-
mission there ; and that if there is not, he has fin-
ished his course, and drunk all that he will ever
be nllowed to drink of the pleasures and pains of
life.”

At the same time, strange to say, ‘ he Is a fixm
believer in the Bible’ which is to him n sort of
Fetiseh, © Such” concludes the Westminster Review,—

. “Such are the Jamsica Christinns! And we
have only time to observe that the religious condi-

Trinidad) §eems to be still more lamentable.”
(T0 DBE CONELUDED IX OFR NEXT.)

FATHER NEWMAN AND MR. GLAPD-
STONE.

Tather Newman is about to enter the lists of
controversy with Mr. Gladstone on the questions—
whether the Vatican €ouncil Decrees have in aught
altercd the position of Catholics towards their re-
spective governments ? and whether there be aught
in those Decrees which renders it impossible for
those who accept them, to give true allegianco to
their legitimate rulers? These questions Dr. New-
man discusses in & pamphlet of ten chapters ad-
dressed to the Duke of Norfelk,

It secms almost a work of supererogation.on the
part of Catholics to reply to the nccusations of
Mi. Gladstone, Nobody believes them to be true;
and Protestants Linve fully answered them, Bilack-
wood's Magazine in its last issue, and no one can
suspeet Blackwood of Romisk proclivisics—deals
with the questions very roundly.

#Yt geems only reasonable that an infallible
Church should have an infallible mouth-picce;
and those who uphold the former might easily ac-
quiesce in the latter, and the difficulties about

civil allegiance cnn apparently be cleared at &
bound.”"—Blackwood's Magazine, December, p, 155,

Of course they cam,  All Cetholics have always
held as of faith, that the Church is the infallible
toucher on all questions of faith and merals; all
Catholics have always held that the Pope, as suc-
cassor of St. Petor, and inheritor of the peculiar
functions assigned by Christ Himself to that
Apostle, is the suprome teacher, guide, or pastor
of the infallible Church : in the words of the great
St. Bernard :— '

 Nec modo ovium, scd ¢t pastorum emmium
pastor.?—De Cons., Iib. 2, c. 8. '

All Catholics therefore—unless guilty of the
supreme absurdity of holding that an infallible
Church bas for its supreme teacher, guide or pas-
tor a fallible Pope—must by implication have held
that the latter in his teachings enjoyed, through
the conginual presence of Christ with His Church,
an immunity from error. To suppose that God

| gave his Church a fallible teacher, and entrusted

the guidance of her pastors to one who was him-
gelf liable to go astray, is to admit that Christ did
not endow His Church with infallibility ; for if
tho blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch. This argument is of course applicable. to
those only who admit an infallible Church. - .
Of course a man may deny the infallibility of the
Church ; or he may deny the cermission to feed

particular; but he who admits both these premisses’
—and all-Catholics have slways admitted them-=
.must, if capable ‘of reagoning logically, admit, that
the Pope as'inheritor -of the” pastoral office of St..
Peter is, o questions of faith‘and moral, and when
-exercising ,his.. peculiar functions; infallible,:in-
fat as it is the power of Christ to confer
infallibility. "Of course. in ‘lagt analy,
: Y ‘the !promise:of. Ohrist fo
R
‘and Hin good senge .trusted-

anco that the suceessor of"'Sf;-féfe

+. fion the Prefident admits a violation of constitus

R

'mqﬁth,' and biting the grass in & sense of ¢ wrath,'

S

permitted. to teach as true that whic

| snesking:iivvay. whex-exhaustion  has set.in; i8 0| always
thesé people a congenial ecligious! observance ; to '

tion of some of the other islands, (as St. Luciaand |’

the entire ‘ﬂock,' sheep a.n't_i 'Bﬁepherds—.;‘,‘;p&imain'e o
ia probnta_mou,"=—given by Christ to Bt: Peter in |

el Mweed TOMY, Patrich Casy:
VL7 Madoo.—MT! Richard /Con;

78 been
Astot
always Beld that, when the:laws' of the: State on

join anything forbidden, or when they forbid any-

S

ciple of ‘allegiance is concerned, 'whether it be the
Pope. spenking ez cathedra, who' determines, or the:
‘Bishops of the Church in'Council assembled who
determine, what is contrary te, what enjoined by,
the divine law. "'Catholics ‘have always.openly
avowed since the day of Pentécost, that their obe-
dience to the State was limited by the allegiance
which they owed to God speaking through an in-
fallible Church—infallible on all matters pertain-,

olics are to-day but what they were yesterdsy, and
what they will still be to-morrow. _

Hardly then do we think that, Mr. Gladstone’s
pamphlet is worthy of the honor done to it, or that
8o illustrious a champion of Catholic truth, as-is
Dr. Newman should have steoped to pick up the
gauntlet, We shonld not, so we remember tohave
read when at school, invoke the aid of a God on
every trifling ocension—nee nisi dignus vindlce
nodus ;' and 8o, remembering the Horatian pre-
cept, we almost think that Dr. Newman might
have left the task of replying to Mr. Gladstone to
some humbler mortals, Still we sheuld be thank-
ful, for we may be sure that, as is everything that
comes from Dr, Newman, his reply will be replete
with beautics and cogent arguinents.

THE CARMELITES.

We bave to congratulate ourselves’on the estab-
lishment of & new religious eommunity in Mont-
real, that of the Carmelites who by their prayers
will, we may be sure, bring down upon us the
blessing of divine grace. Already a site has been
sccured by the munificence of the Hon, MM. Tru-
del,and A, Desjardins, Esq., M.P., who have given
for the purpose asuitable piece of ground at Hoche-
lags; and at a meeting held under the auspices of our
Bishop on Tuesday last, a Committee of gentlemen
was named to collect subscriptions for the further
cendowment of the new institution.

The Witness is troubled in spirit, and asks whas
Ay this thing mean? Is it not another encroach-
ment of Rome upon our dearest rights as Protest-
ants; and he cannot understand what & “ contem-
plative order” may be. We refer him to 5t. Luke
10, wherein he will read how of two sisters, both
disciples of our Lord, both beloved Ly Him one is
snid to have chosen the better part; and yct this
favored one did naught but sit at Jesus’ feet, and
dwell upon the words that fell from His lips.

We congratulate our friend James Bonfield, Baq.,
of Eganville, Ont., on his being elected by ac-
clamation to represent South Renfrew in the Local
Parliament of Ontario. We are also pleased to no-
tice the retvrn of the Hon. C. F. Fraser for the
Courty of Grenville,

On Sunday, 20th inst., Mgr. F;a,bre; Bishop of
Gratianopolis, conferred the Holy Oriler of Priest-
hood on the Rev. M. Arthur St. Louis,

TO THE POST MASTER GENERAL.

A few days ago the collector at one of our in.
land ports seized a large quantity of explosive
American oil, and this, providentially, saved the
lives and property of many citizens, If the fiery
-stuff had been allowed to enter the market, some
frightful and fatal accidents would have been the
result. The officer did his duty well, and the com-
munity, through the press, thanked him for it.

But why should rigid inspection of imports be
confined to the Inland Revenue and Customs De-
partments, and not extended to the Post Office ?
Why not seize obscene literature as well as explo-
sive coal 0il? In almost every newsdealer’s stall
the Ilustrated Police Gazette, the New Sensation, Day's
Doings, and ether filthy publications, imported
without let or hindrance from New York and other
American cities, are prominently exposed for sale,
and, ncedless to say, cagerly purchased by the
young. The Post Office authoritics know this, but
they are too listless to interfere. The Post Master
General can, if he will, scize all objectionable
papers on the frontiers, and destroy them, no mat-.
ter who may be the loser in a pecuniary sense.—
Why does he not do it? Fathers and mothers,
why do you not urge him to do it? "Free and in-
dependent elcctors, why do you noteompel him
todo it? —

There is no need in Canada of a league or cru-
sade against immoral literature, because there is
not in Canada, to our knowledge at least, a single
publisher of erprefesso immoral books and papers.
1t is not agninstthe kome, but the foreigr, publisher,
we must guard, and. we can put an effective stop
to this trade with Canada without the noise and
expense of such a thing as a crusade or league. A
little vigilance in tho chief offices along the lines
is all that is required; and we hope the P. M. G,
in obediense to the call of public morality, if not
to the voice of his own conscience, will provide
some system of inspection at once, before the new
postal arrangements between the two countries
come into use. We ask him to remember that it
ig not so long since the New York daily papers,
containing the dirty details of the Beecher-Tilton
Scandal, were srrested in England, and withheld
Afrom subscribers until’ they had been carefully
purged with the efficial scissors of the poison they
contained. | We are certain such profssedly immo-
ral publications as those .we have already named
would not be tolerated in England, Why are they
tolerated here? | v :

But—says & friend who i3 looking over our.
shoulder as we write—the fault is not altogether
.with the Post Office ; some newsdealers are-sup-
plicd by the Express Co,. We are aware of that;
the Post. Master General is awar® of 1t too ; and we
hope he will: secure the co-operation’ of his col-
league, .the Minister of Customs, controlling .the
Express .Co., s0.a8. to stamp the evil out more
quickly and effectunlly. Vo ;

Down with, the traffic in printed obscenity! -
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‘thing.enjoined by God’s law; no obedicnce is due:
to them ; and it mattors not.in. so far as the prin-

ing to faith'and morals. In’ this therefore Cath-’

.threc subjects on which to touch.

-gels tnken 'from the monasteries and chirches, The

‘who afded to their estates the viches- and:-spoils of

I Luther hims@lf declared that the, church property

_their_respective
-\ Knights. - He erected it into:an heredjtaty princi-
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Jibpe ‘6t plunder; was the greatiarm pBATmation.

iZwingle; iﬁif?Switzoglb,ndmmﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁB $ 2for - his
“fehetsli«But:matrimony. seema 10 :Hf gen;,the
(moie generali denousment; foridisssly i

' monks whoithotght 16iwise’ c

. Reformmiers' and Refo
- His Grace thus commenced his discotrses "
-~ We Lave read qwith- no ‘ordinary .sstonishment -
the following strictares against the Catholic Church
of Christ. It is the old stereotyped 'calumny, re-

' futed & thousand times, and a thonsand times re-
-peated by every writer and -speaker:-on .thd old

themes of the Reformation and-of the vices that it
cleared away. Coming from so respectable a source

-8 the Protestant Bishop of Torentc,whose private
[ virfues every -one esteems, I eonsider it worth

while to refute. The charge runs thus «—

* Our Reformers, then, did-what duty, and. wis-
dom impelled them to do.: They cleansed . away
that rubbish of superstition ; they removed those
incrustations of error and defilement ; they restor-
ed the pure-doctrine of the. Apostles, while they
maintained their order and good 'fellowship ; and
they restored to n gladdened people the primitive
purity and completeness of the Church of the liv-
ing God. The change from the soundness of her
principles had been violently and’ unauthorizedly
made ; and wise and good dnd able men, with the
Divine help, repudinted that change, and brought
back the Church to its original eondition—to what

it was at its first planting in the land by Apestolic

hands.?

TLis extract contains three assevtions :—1st, that
the Reformation cleared away the rubbish of super-
stition and incrustations of error and defiiement ;
2nd, restored the pure doctrine of the apostlcs:
and 3rd, that this was done by wise and good and
pure men with divine help. We lave, therefore
1st. 'What
were these errors and superstition. that deformed
the Cburch? 2nd. What were tlie pure doctrines
that were restored? and 3rd. Who were those
wise and good and pure men whom God is said to
hn.vg assisted in this work? Powerful worldly
motives impelled the Reformers to exnggerate the
faults of the Churchmen, and to call the doctrine
of the Church idolatrous and damnable. In the
first place, they seized upon the revenues and lands
of the Church; and to meke this look like equity,
and to hnve gome plen for retaining them, they
must invent and circulate in the darkest dye the
vices of the former occupants. Therc must be
some cause for remaining in the religion of the.
Reformation, and some means- must be found of
enjoying their ill-gotten spoils without fear of the
law, Ifia man wilfully injutes another he will
cver after hate and calumniate him. To give &
plea of persecution the Reformers must make out
the Catholic creed to be idolatrous and damnable
that the followers of it were not worthy to live
in a Christian Community, and, as & consequence,
should be deprived of their civil rights of franchise
and of representation in Parlinment, and of course
were fit subjects for unparalleled persecutions ; and
that no one could remain inthat Church, or join it
afterwards, without renouncing all virtue, honour
fealty, and allegiance to his country. Consequent-
ly, their literature, both solemn and gay, for the
old and young, has carried with it in every century
calumnies agzinst the Church and against the
creed in which their ancestors were bora and died.
This Reformation was carriecd on principally by
lewd monarchs by dissolute princes and by a rapa-

_cious gentry, who obfained the spoils of the Church.
Hely men, those Reformers!

] Twpo characters
stand out in bold relief in this work of the Refor~
mation—Martin Luther and Henry the Eighth.
The character of Martin Luther is painted in high-
wrought colours by his disciples and fellowers. He
wasa providential man; a man raised up by Prce
vidence for his great work., Allacknowledge that
he had grievous faulis, but failings such as these
must be overlooked in such a man. Catholic
writers, on the contrary, say that he was a man of
violent passions, and a fit subject to become a Re-
former; addicted to the most grovelling vices,
violent in anger, debauched in morais, sycophaut
of the great and beastly in his passions; perverse
and coarse, tyrannical and licentious. No writer
has attempted to say he was free from grest vices,
The -true character of the man can beknown
by his works, as a tree is known Dby its fruit. But
hereis presented a difficulty.  No honest and pure
man, having before his eyes the fear of God and
the laws against indecent literature, could dare
publish in full Luther's writings. His * Tablo
Talk,” afolio volume of 1350 pages, and his ser-
mon on matrimony, preached in the church of
Wittenburg, arc soindecent that we must leave
this great hero of the Reformation in his own hidt-
ous durkness, because too impure to be brought to
light. And yot how many personsare taught to
think that Luther was a godly man, aud a worthy
instrument in the hands of divine provicence. He
changed his religion, not to lead & more purc life,
for he soon broke his vow of chastity, thougha
priest, and debauched an unfortunate nun, who
nlso had vowed her chastity to.God. From keeping
fasts and vigils he became a.gourmand and a beer
drinker inlow houser, From being accustomed,
in some degree, to subdue his passion of anger he
became most violent in his temper, sparing no one
however venerable or great, in his invectives. His
conrsencss and indecency exceededall bounds, as
we read in his “ Table Talk.” . His boast of having
visions of the devil marks him tohave becn o man
of unboundedlicentiousness, IHeury the Eighth's
character is so well known as to need but little
telling. 'Wkilst he remained o€atholic, and ack-
nowledged the Pope as his spiritual superior, he
kept himself within some bounds of decency ; but
on becoming head of his Church, and supreme law-
giver for himself as well as for others, he consider-
ed himself bound by no law, human or divine,
Tired of his, marringe with his respectable and
‘chaste wife, he sought a diverce from her; tired of
one, he sccks another, He made & toy of the sacred
bonds of matrimeny, The monster married aix
wives, and bel:ended two of them. . Another, Annd
of Cleves, he divorced ; and he would have be-
headed Ontherine Parr lind she not taken precau-
tions. Ithias been well said of him that “ he spar-
ed 1o man in his anger or woman in his lust,
We have other minor lights of this Reformation,
In Germany we have the Landgrave of Hesse.
Philip was another of those holy men, instru-
ments of Providence to reform the world. Jobn,
Rlecotor of Saxony, was, according to, Menzel, one
of the most gluttonous princes of his time, fond of
wine and good cheer.  His gtomach, ovércharged
with. excessive feeding, was supported. by an iron
circle. ~His sideboardgroancd under sagred ves- -

religion that abolished fasting wasthe one for him.
We pass over others in. Gérmany,:such, as ;Wolf-
gang, Prince of Anhalt, and. Francis of Lunenberg,

the ¢convents and monasteries. - They' apread the
‘Reformation by the sword,-as the Turks did theirs.

‘made’many: friends-for, thé new. religion, : \Prussi
& Territory of theTeutonic ! Order,. Wi, Oppresse
by ‘Albertiof- Brandenburg,; chief. of the Teutonic

pality for-his-own family... The candid Melanothen
Himgelf a Reformer, avowed that it the tritimph of
the Reforniationsthe,princésrlooked ot ta the .pr-
rity.of faithior:the.improvementigf,morals;:but re-
‘ghrded)only the:

'}r&fa‘é’quisi-

imperfect.and:m

bacy. - Zwingle espoust
ofir.  Mastin B




