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ECCLESIASTIOAL CALENDAR.
MAY-1870.

Friday, 13 —Apparition of St. Michael the Arch-
angel.

Saturday. 14~—St. Anselm, B. O D.

Suoday, 16— Fonrth after Easter.

Monday, 16 -8t. Ubald, B. 0.

Tueaday, 17—St. Paschal B%ylou,O.

Wednesdsy, 18 - St, Venautios, ¥,

Thuraday, 19 - St. Peter Oelestine, P. C.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Better counsels on the Convent Iavestigation
questios bave prevailed 1o the House of Com-
mons. When Mr, Newdegate followed up bis
motion on the 28th ult., for the appointment of
his Smelling Commttee, it was opposed by Mr.
Gladstone, who advocated a moderate polcy ;
apd finally Mr. Newdegate’s motion was re-
jected by a majority of 110, wiilst a motion by
Mr. Gladstooe for tie appowtment of a Com-
mittee to enquire 10to the tenure of monastic
property was carried by a majority of 291.—
"This, though not so objectionable as Mr. Newde
gate’s molion, is nevertheless very tnjust 3 for
why, seeing that monastic institdlicss are not
recognised, oot protected by the law, and enjoy
no peculiar advantages, should they be subjected
to pecuhiar disadvantsges 7 What bas the State
to do with the tepure of their property? Their
very existence 13, owing to the remsants of the
old penal code still lingering, illegal in England.
Is it then proposed to rob them of the Iree will
offerings of the charitable 7/ In the meantime
the Catholic inmntes o} the relrgious and chanta-
ble asylums rovidiously singled out for persecu-
tion, are reminded of the sound advice tendered
some years ago by the late lamented Hon, Mr.
Langdale. They are advised to oppose pas:ive
opposition to the upjust proceedisgs of the legis
lature. If summoned to attend before the Bar
of tbe House, let them take no notice of the
summouns, untl by brute force their bedrooms
be broken into, and they be dragged before the
imqmtovs trbusal. When in its presence, let
them refase to answer any question that may be
addressed to them, and suffer themselves to be
dragged to prison as 1f they were felors. So
shall Eogland, glorious and free, acquire an ua-
enviable notorily amongst the civilised commu-
mties of Europe.

Though * agrarian outrages” are on the de-
cline 1 Ireland, disaffection is as nfe as ever.
The Land Bill has,as yet, had no bereficial
effecta on the public mnd: and 1t is evident that
the British legislature will soon have to meetand
deal with as best it may, a general cry for repeal
of the Union. ©Oa this question there is growing
up a sympathy betwixt the Catholics and the
Protestants ; and a combimation of the two may
yet force the British Goveroment serously to
constder whether it be expedient io force on
Ireland a legislative union which its people de-

. test,

Tt was on Sunday 8th inst., thal the vote of
the people or Plebisctlte- was lo be taken in
France, This plebiscute seems a strange policy,
for 1t 1s tantamount to an avowal that the F'rench
people are not adequately represented by, are
not capable of expressing their will though, tieir
exuting political organism. It is sumply 2o ap-
pes! from France organised, to France disor-
ganised ; and by mplication it ignores the Min-
1stry, the Senate, the Legislature, and the entire
political system as it now exists. Asa means
of establishig on a firm basis a Napoleonic
dypasty it is ag absurdity, for a ¢ dynasty™ ap-
peals to hereditary right, and not to a vate of
the people, or plebiscize. In short of two things
one. Kither the sovereign people of France can
express their will throogh the organism with which
their actual political constitution supplies them—
or they cannot. If they can, then the plebiscite

. is a superfluty, unnecessary ; if they cannot,
then is their existimg political constitution essep-
tially vicious, and pothing better than a sham.
For the sake of order, and peace in Europe it is
certanly to be hoped that the Emperor may be

- auglaiged, for at the present moment no other
Government 13 possible : “and the:Catholic clergy

" of all ranks are it 1s said,: and we believe ‘truly,

exercising their influence to stave. oft the borrors:
of the Revélution which the success of the ex-|

treme opposition paity would ioflict upon France.

The Spanish revolutionary government 13 lqi-f
tating closely the example set them by their
cut throat predecessor in France in 1792. As
we learn from the correspondent of the Lioadon
Times: * the Goveroment is now preparing for
open war with the pnests,” and a law 18 soon tg
be passed tor driviog cut of the couatry without
form of trial sll of the clergy who refuse to take
the oath of allegiance to the new revolutionary
constitution. Thus was il in France in the Jast
century; and our readers will remember that it was
the refusal of the weak but honest-minded Liouis
XVI. to saocticn a similar measure of persecu-
tion towards the aon juriog clergy of his King-
dom, that led to the Tenth of August. The
imquity of snch laws as those which are medi-
tated 10 Spaia must be obvious to the dullest
itelligence. A citizen by taking Priests’ Or-
ders acquires no civil privileges or immuaities in
Spain, and should therefore be subjected to no
Civil obligations from which otber citizens are
exempt. As Catholics we expect no exceptional
legislation in favor of our Clergy, and can not
therefore tolerate exceptional legislation against
tbem.

We iovite the attention of our readers to tbe
extracts from the Loadon Times we have given
amongst our Foreign News, on the social, and
financial condition of ltaly under the revolution-
ary regine. The people of that Pemnsula are
crushed under a load of taxation ot which they
bad no experience uoder their old legitimate
rulers; and whatever may have been the short-
comiags of these, the bloody anarchy which ob-
tains under the pew order must make every
honest man regret 1be success of the perfidicus
policy of Cavour and the Italian revolutionsts.
The decision of the Couacil on the great ques
tion of Papal Infallibility 1s looked for imme-
diately. Tt is silly for Catholics to profess any
apxiety as to how the Council may decide : for
it they believe that its deliberations are presided
over, and its decimons inspired by the Holy
Ghost, tbey must also believe that those deci
sions,whatscever Lbey may be, will be opportuae,
as well as infalhbly true. Outsiders, or Protest-
ants do mot see this, and therefore foolishly fanéy
that the question of infallibility is a party ques-
tion, to be deterwised, as are questions 1o purely
secular assemblies, by a trial of strengtk, But if
the Catholic religion be true, it is ¢od not izan
Who speaks through a General Couacil; and
whatever He may decide upon, that the Catholic,
no matter how contrary it may be to his pre
conceived opinions, mll accept with vaquestion—
ing alacrity.

Our Fepian scare in Canada 1s for the present
at an end, to be revived however at any mo
ment that may seem ccnvenient to the fillibus-
ters on the other side of the Lines. The Red
River expedition 1s on the pont of atarting.—
The Ministerial plan for settling the North West
Territory seems a good one, and does credit to
them. That 1t is barsbly criticised by the T¥se-
ness and other jouroals of Lhat stamp, who desire
to see the original French and Catholic sattlers
subjected.to Ontario ascendency, speaks strongly
in its favor,

Manitobab 15 to be made a Province of with
a legislature of its own, and a representation
the Dominion Parliament in proportion to 1ts
population, The majonity of that population is
French and Catholie, and this is what shocks our
liberal critics, who fear that the Manitobabhites
will adopt a_form of Government i harmeny
with thewr traditions as Catholics and French
Canadians. There is however every reason for
hoping tbat the Ministry will commacd a strong
majority in favor of therr Red River policy
which has much to recommend it ; and this espe-
cially that it 15 a policy of justice, and concilia-
tion.

No action was adopted on Friday last w the
Guibord case, 1t haviog beea then formally an
nounced that the Fabrique bad appealed agaipst
the decision given by His Elonor Judge Monde-
let.

A muncipal war bas been raging in Quebec
for some days, the cause of trouble arising from
the new system of electing the Mayor and Cor
poration of that City, The difficulties seem to
bave been got over for the present, and we hope
that an era of financial reform and prosperity is
about to dawn an the ancient capital of British
North America, ' .

Spring 1s comiog oo well, Geld operations are
progressing, but ramm is already beginning to be
waated.

Latest telegrams announce the result of the
plebiscite or appeal to the people 12 France, as
gwing a majority of about Five millions n favor
of the Emperer. Distorbances bad taken place
1n Paris;un whieh barricades were thrown up. The
troops however quickly restored order. Inves.
tigations ioto the late plots agawst the Emperor,
are being pursued by the police, but the results
are not yet given-to the world. ,

A vprising of the people of the Kingdom of
Naples ogawst their Piedmontese conguerors
and oppresors is reported ashaving commenced.
‘T'roops have been sent 1 large numbers to put
it down, and it 18 said-to be serious.

The report-that Mr, Bright was about to re-

sign bis seat in -the Cabmet 1s authoritatively
cootradicted,” 1a Ireland Sir W. Mansfield is

1o succeed Lord Strathpawrn as Commander of
the forces,
George H. Moore, wember for Mayo 15 a great
loss to Ireland. He was an upright and taleated
patriot, and an enlightened lcver of bis mative
couatry.

His Grace the Archbishop of Quebec who has
returped trom Rome, arrived by steamer INes-
torian early on Tueslay morning and was re
ceived with due honors by his Clergy and at-
tached people, wio escorted him to the Catbedral
where solemn Te Deum was sung. His Grace
we are happy to learn 1s in excellent bealth.

A public meetiog was beld at Charlesbourg,
Quebec, on the Sth to protest agamst the lately
imposed taxes on food and fuel.

We are happy (o see it announced that Sir J.
A. Macdonald is prooounced by his medical at-
tendants to be aut of danger.

. TEE COUNCIL.
(From the Valican.)

¥ Og the 4th of Arri, the Fortieth General
Congregation met, The weather was magnificent,
and a greater crowd assembled 10 the Basilica to
see the arrival and departure of the Fathers than
for some weeks past. Mass was said by the
Archbishop of New York. Mgr Gasser, Bishop
of Brixen, then ascended the pulpit, and explained
to the Council the views of the Comumission de
fide on the various amendments proposed in the
first paragraph of tie second chapter of the
schema on Dogma. The votes were then taken,
and the prrpos ticns of the Commission were
adopted almost unamimously by the Council.
Each parag-aph was then considered in success—
100, and the votes taken on the amendments,
after the Bishop of Brixen bad again spoken in
the name of the Commission. During the Session,
34 or 35 difterent votes were thus recorded, and
1n every case the final decistoe was gearly unani-
mous. A few amendments are said to have
been accepted, but the greater number were
rejected. The forty-first General Ccogrega-
tion met on the 5:h. Oa the 6th, the
forty second General Congregation was held.
Toe forth-third Geceral Congregation met en
the Tth. Mass of the Holy Gbost was said by a
Greek Archbishop, according to the Greek rite,
and occupied more than three quarters of an
bour. After the Bishop of Paderborn had
addressed the assembly en the amendmeqts prea
posed, more thao fifty separate votes were tokea.
and in every case the conclusions of the Com-
mission were adopted by an overwhelming ma—
jority, The wholz of the third chapter of the
schema was voted, with the exception of a swgle
pomt, which was sent back to the Commission
for furtber conaderation. The forty—lourth
Geoeral Congregation was held on the Sth;
Mass was said by the Archbisbop of Cambrar.
A postulatum, sigoed by 506 Bishops, bas been
preseated to the Council, prayiag that it would
be pleased to address to all the people of Israel
a paternal wvitation, exhortiog them to abandon
tbeir vain expectation of a DMessiah, and to
acl owledge our Liord Jesus Christ as the true
Saviour promised by Abrabam and aonounced
by Moses., Among the signatures, are those ol
140 Itelian, 72 American, 71 Fiench, 33 Spanish,
aod 21 Bntish Bishops. Tte Holy Father has
expressed bis entire concurrence 1a the prayer of
the postulatum, which1s due to the prous eflorts
of the brotbers Liehmano, converted Jews, and
gow priests of the diocese of Lyons. Mean-
while, 1t is impossible not to admire the patient
end unwearied labour of these Chief Pastora of
tbe Church, who bave come from every region
of the earth to confirm the faithfe] in their mnben
tance of eterpal truth, aad to beal the divisious
and calamities which afflict tbe buman associa
tions external to tbe Cburch of Christ. No
event a0 full of premiee, both for Catholics and
uobelievers, bas occurred for more thgn three
hundred years as the assembly of the Holy
Council of the Vatican, We shall all taste its
benefits, each in our own station, if we do not
mar them by wilfuloess, revolt, or mdifference.
Tke decrees of toe Council, which will be de
crees of the Hely Ghost, will affect all mankind,
either for good or ewil. They will be life to
many, but to others death, When God speaks,
as He 15 about to do by the assembly of Christian
Bishops united to Hie Vicar, and confirmed in
their decis:ons by His Supreme authority, it is a
solemn bour for al! to whom His messaga comes.
Their acceptance of it will determine the fute of
multitudes, not for time but for eternity.

# MORAL UNANIMITY.

# The latest 1ovention of the liberal school 1s
that, when Bishops condemn false doctrine, they
must do so with ¢ moral uoamimity,” We bave
seen alresdy, by the votes bitherto rerorded,
that this moral ugaptmity actually exists in the
Vatican Council. A French contemporary gives
however, the following examples of the wunt of
1t ia earlier times, Four great berestes were con-
demned in the first ages of the Church: let ue
see if there was then-a moral usanimity,

¢ [, Arius. The day atter the Council  of

Nica, 97:Bishops assembled at "Antioch pro~
| nouaced in favour of the ‘heresareh, 20d a great
" multitude elsewheres Moral unanimity!

The somewbat sadden death of Mr.

_ ¢ At Sardica, 80 Eusebian prelates were con-
demned by 200 Catholic. Moral unanimity !

wIl, Macedonivs. At the Council of Con-
stantinople, there were 145 orthodox, and 36 op-
posing Bishops, Mwmal unanimity !

«¢I]T. Nestorws. S. Cyril, and 197 Bis-
hops with bum, anathematized Nestorius, in spite
of the protests of 69 Fathers, and without waiting
for Jobo of Antioch and his 14 suffragans, who
were all favourable to the beretic. Moral un-
antmity !

¢ 1V, Eutyches, At Chalcedon, the deci—
si0ns of the Council were so little agreeable to
the whole Episcopate, that a few years later 500
Bishops burned its decrees, and absolved Euty-
ches from blame. Moral unanimity !

Many of our Montreal contemporaries, having
pudhshed a letter wherein several Bishops of the

.} United States, and the British dominions, re-

spectfully supplicate the Holy Father, that the
question of the infallibility of the Sovereign Pontiff
be not brought betore the Council, on the grounds
priocipally of tae pecuhar circumstances in which
they are placed as Bishops in countries where
heresy 1s dominant ; and cur contemporartes hav
ing 1mproperly qualified this action as a ¢ pro~
test of Auglican and American Prelates against
infallibiity”—Mgr. Pinsonneault has addressed
to the editor of the M:inerye a letter, of which
we veoture upon the following translation : —

# Suwr—In yours of the 2ud ist., I fisd an ar-
ticle beaded °Protestation of Apghcan and
Americas prelates agamst the infallibilty of the
Pope.’ Allow me to make a few remarks upon
this beading, which in several respects is er-
roseous,

#1. The act of the Bishops signing the docu-
meat 18 not a protestation but, to use the style
of the Councdl, a postulatum, or petition ad-
dressed to the Sovereign Ponuff.

2. This respectfu! petition 1snot the work of
the ¢ Eoghsh and American prelates,” but only
of a small oumber of them, to wit— 19 Amertcan,
and 8 English—~ia all 27 Bishops ; that is to say
tuch less than the third of the Anglican and
Awmerican prelates, Here let me remark that
there is no Bishop of Chatham, U. Caaada, as 1t
15 put dowa on your hst.

“3. In this petition there 15 not even the
shadow of a protest against the infalhbility of 1he
Pope. Toe sigoers limit themselves to the
prayer that the question be not brought before
the Council ; they think, as do also a few olher
Biskops in Fraoce and Germany, that this de-
finition is Dot opportune, This it was their right
to do, and this right they bave exercised ia a
conveotest form, which it is inexact and unjust
to qualify asa protest. 1t was the right also of
the Six Hundred other Bisheps of all naticos, to
think otherwise, and to sign another postulatum,
praying the Pope to allow the question to be laid
before the Council, because they believe that its
definition bas become very opportune, and will
put an end to the troubles caused in the Church
by Gallicanism Josepbism, and Laberalism.~—
Asking of you to publish this w your next iscue,
[ have the bonor to be, Sir, yours obediently in
Jesus Christ,

T Bisuor oF BirTHA.

Sault-au-Recollet, 3rd May, 1870,

Tue Guisorp CasSe.—In our last we men-
troned the fact that Judge Mondelet bad given
seotence for L'Instutus Canadien agawmst the
Fabrique ; orderiog the latter to proceed with
the ecclesiastical sepulture of the deceased—an
order which 1t 13 to be supposed and boped the
ecclesiastical wuthorities will treat in the maaner
it deserves. 'We have n~t a word to say aganst
the sentence of the Court, 1t 1s for the Judge
to lay down the [aw, not to make the law ; and
we bave no doubt that Judge Mondelet has con-
scientiously and to the best of his belief, applied
tue Jaw as he supposes it to exist, to the cate
betore bims  Qur remarks therefore are directed
not against Judge Mondelet’s application of the
law, but agrinst the law itself, which if 1t be
what the Court bas declared it to be, is an ini
quitous law, a law subversive of all religious
freedom, a law to which no Protestant sect 1o
the Dominton would for one moment submit, a
law therefore which Catholics are bound to pro-
test agaiost until it be repealed,

Unconaciously no doubt, the Montresl Wit-
ness, whilst expressing its satisfaction at the
finding of the Tourt, condemns emphatically the
very principle upon which that finding was based.,
We quote from the Witness of the 5th inst :—

¢ The Aylmer Times says the anit af Hyaciathe
Raby, a notary of St. Andre Avelin, sgaioat the Rev.
Oxesimir Guoillanme the Oure of the Parieh for re
fuslog to admipieter the: Communfon to him, on the
Tth of April, 1868, at the Parish Obaroh, haa a:
length beou brought to a' close, and judgment ren-
dered on the 23rd of March dismlsaing the plaintiff
with coats.”

[ What intolerable nonsenss all, thig i3] What
bave oor Oonris to do with Bacroments 7—Ep. Wil-
negs.’]

Aye! what indeed have the Cisil Courts to
do with Sacrawents ? with ecclesiastical cere-
moptes, or religious rites of any kind? Here 15’
the whole qoestion in- @ nut-shel! : herein ia the
pith of the arguments vrged by the advacates

e

tribunals for refusing to bury the '
deceased Guibord wmith religlo{xs ntesb::g :thlhe
stastical ceremonies : for refusig -
spiritva]l functions whatsoever, ei(her aver b
grave, or lus dead bhody. “With all the civil relj
Quirements of the law they were, they are, read
to comply. They are prepared to mt;r th:
corpse within the cemetery, and where ¢ shal|
rest secure from disturbance ; but the priest who |
18 €z officto a. member of the Fabrique, refuses to
dfgrade himself, bis sacred cfice, angd the rel.
gion of which he is a minster, by the perform.
ance of any religious functions eitker at the
grave, or 10 the church. .

“What have our Courts to do with Saera.
menis 77 asks the Witness. By right the
should have notbiog to do therewith ; byt lh{;
Witness seems not to he aware that the lawg
that the Gallican customs, and Freqch Parlia.'
meotary traditions, to which the advocales for
the prosecution appealed in behalf of their actiop
sgaiost the Fabrague, assume, and are based
on the assumption, that the Cyvil magistrate kag
tbe right, and that 1t is bis Juty,to order and eq.
force the admistration of Sacraments, and other
religious rites which the Chuarch has refused, —
Thus io the month of Dacember 1750, oge ¢
the priests of a parish in Paris, the Rey, P,
Bouettin,was by sentence of the Parlament com.
mitted to prison as a felon for refusing the sacra.
ments to*oue of his parishioners : and it was the
custom of the crypto-Jausenists whey refuseq
participation 1n the sacraments, 1o appeal to the
avil magistrate against the priest; whilst the
former al=ays asserted his right and duty to en~
force the admimistration of the said sacraments,
and at the powt of the bayonet if necessary,
Tnis contest betwixt the civil and spirtual tri.
bunal forms tha chief feature of the ecclesiastical
history of France 1z the 1Sth century ; and our
Canadian lawyers unfortuately, having drawn
thewr legal lore from the- writings of the
great jurisconsults of that epach,are for the mogt
part imbued with the slavish prineiples of Galli-
capism, which these great men in therr zeal for
the Parhiaments upheld. Were the editor of
the Witness a little posted up in ecclestastical
bistory he would see tbat the Guibord case is
but the counterpart of a case instituted belore the
Parhament of Paris 10 1749, in behalf of a defynct
M. Ccffia against the parish priest, for having
refused to adininister the last Sacraments to Lhe
dymng man wubout a previous submission on the
part of the said D Coffin to the disciphuary
laws of the Church ; and were the editor of the
Witness able to reason correctly and impartrally,
be would see that tbe priaciples appealed to by
the advocates of L'Institut Canadien, and
affirmed as' law by Judge Mondelet must, if
logically carried out, make the admumistration of
the Sacraments a matter with which our Courts
bave to do, and must deal. Ia priociple there is
no difference whatsoever. If the Civil Court
bave the right to epjoin the presesce of a priest
at the intermeat of oae who died under the cen-

g to perform any

| sures of the Church, and to compel the priest to

perform at the grave, and o ver the corpse, the
same riies, rehgious ceremonies, and acts of
worship’as those which he performs over the
bodies of ber children who die 1n peace with her,
then bas it the right to order that Mass, or
Masses shall be sung for the repose of Gmbord’s
soul, and to enforce under civil painsyand penal-
ties the admibistration of the Sacramests to
those from whom the Church orders them to be
withheld. Ual@tunately the very limited ac-
quaintance of the editor of the Witness with
ecclesiastical biatory, and his srejudices, make
tim incapable of seeiag either whither the prin-
ciples, which in the Guibord case be zpplaude,
lead ; or the sncompatibility of the pretensions ot
the Civil Courts—that to them 1t belongs to en~
jomn tbe performance:ef spiritual acts and religious
rites and ceremonies —with the maintenance of
civil and religious hiberty. We admit tbat the Cin
Magistrate has the right to enjoin that the body
of the deceased (Guibord be burted; =nd so
buried that s rema:ns shall be secure agatnst all
risk of disturbance, and 1n  ground cet apart for
burial purposes. This he has the right to enjoin in
the interests of public Jecency, snd the public
bealth, We deny his right to demand that the
Catholic priest perform any religlous rites, or
ecclesiestical ceremonies of any kind whatsoever

"on the occasion ; because—in the words of the

Witness ¥ What have our Cousts to do with
Sacraments ?” or with religtous rites or eccle
siastical ceremonies of aay kind ?

If the editor of the ¥ ztness will but carry out
the principle by him laid down 10 the St. Andre-
Avelm notary case, to the Guiburd case, he will
see Lhat the interference «f the civil magutrate
with prayers,and benedictions of graves, with
ecclesiastical ceremonies, aud religious rites, 18
“ intolerable nonsepsr,” aud an ¢ intolerable
tyraony,” to which, no matter what the con'e-
quences, the Catholic Church pever will aubm.lf-
We are sure also that no Protestant communi’y
would submit to it ; that no Protestant minister
tn Montreal would say a prayer—or perform
any religious act, at the mere biddiag of the etvil
magistrate. - Now all that we ¢laiq for “the Ca-

for 'the défence in the” Giibord " ciise, and 1 be: | tholic priest 1s this—Equahty with_the Protest~

'half of the Fabrique, pursued before the civil

ant minister as before the law; that as the luw‘ ;



