THE BEREAN,

- Houtlvs Corner.

A VERY, ALARMING SITUATION,
Two -Frenchmen - were travelling on
horseback iu the island of Sicily, where
they found the inhabitants to be any
thing but well pleased with the people
of Trance; they became rather uncasy
on discovering that they had mistaken
their way and would not be able to reach
their intended night's lodging  before
durk, and that there was no - choice for
them but they wmust put up at a solitary
house in the forest bevond which it would
be impossible for them to proceed that
night. - The¥ found the place inhabited
by peaple engaced in harning char.conl:
an old couple was surrounded by a dozen
men who logked exceodingly  fierce,
and every thing in the place had 4 gloonmy,
threatening uppearance.
The older of the two travellers guietly
resolved to keep awnke all mighe, but he
said nothing of it to his companion, who
was exceedingly tired, and soan torgot his
| fears iy asoumd sleep.  Aclean, but very
: rough Kkind of bed had been assigued to

: the two strangers tn the loft which was
connected with the dwelling-room by 1
ladder, and had no door or fastenings for
security.  The people of the house hail,
indeed, received their guests with every
appearance ol kindness, but the elderly
Trenchmun's suspicions were excited by a
variety of - circumstances, and awong
the rest he was alarmed to find that the
old couple kept awake in much consulta-
tion, talking in a low voice, and some-
times listening as i to know whether the
strangers were quite still and fast asleep,
e heard the woman ask the question s
Oh, do you really mean to cut the throats
of both of - them? aund the ol men
answered : Don't et it grieve you tur the
voung one—it may be months belore we
have siich comipany to serve again,

Soon after this, the old man was
heard to sharpen: a knife: he came
climbing up the ladder, as noiselessly as

Cpossible—the woman fullowed him just
80 far as to let the hight from her lamp
shine iito the loft: the watchfui French.
man saw the old man approaching the
bed with a large earving-kntte in his

; hand ; he stretched forth his arm and

‘ seized—

Well, he just seized alarge ham which
was hanging over the bed, and cut from
‘it two -huge slices, handed them to his
wife, and thén descended ‘the ladder as
silently as he had come up.. The Irench.
man-was so much relieved: by this unex-
pected issne, that he fell mio a sound

" sleep ‘and: did:not awake unul the music

. -and odonr of the ham on the fryingpau

“ resolved 'his'slumbers. - The two guests.

found .the: preail for them'in rude
thani;

, they were
weon 101 them
f:

got

rrosindiplace ia gond time for
§ Oneof sthe capous was **the
: - ivoung one’ whom ‘the old -woman was
x o Uiratherreluctantto deliver up to the kaife.
5 Thas the (we weavellers tound, under
very alirming appedrances, the most un-
expacted manifestation of kindmess and
hospitality. o
HISTORICAL SKETCIIES.

Sin Fraxets Druxe, the eelebrated
navigator and distineaished adaniral, way
the:son of Edmund Drake, a sailor, snd
vas born near Tavistoek, in Devonshire, in
the year [535 . e was brought up under

-.the.care ot his kinsman, SirJ, Hawkins,
“and soon embraced the profession in which
+ he afterwards somuel distinguished hini-
sell. He comurenced his nautical career
in the Merchant service and, at the carly
age of eighteen, was purcer of a ship
trading to Biscay, PFour yearsafterwards
e had obtained the command of z ship
‘and, being dn the Gult' of  Mexico, alonr
with his unele Sir Jobun ilawkins, Drake
behaved: very gallanty  in the actions
which took place against the Spaniards,
and returnad to Kngland with a high re-
putatiou- . He did not remain long idle,
for in 1370 he szt off with two vessels on
nn expedition against the Spanish posses.
sions in the West Indies; the Spuniards
and"the English being then uuhappily at
war. In-the following year he. miale
_another expedition, and again another in
1572, all ‘acainst the same quarter, "{'hese
expeditions were not ordered by the Go.
. vernment, although they were perusitted.
~ They were in fact a kind of private specu-
lation where those who joined the under-
taking expected, by going through certain
hardships and “dangers, to. obtain - great
“wealth from the gold and silver of which
“America was then ‘supposed (o be full.
cwAnd ] in most: eases’ they: were not dis.
* - wppointed, but returned with weh booty,
I theserexpuditions Drake was ‘much as-
gisted by-a nation ol Indiais who - were
- hostile 5 the “Spaniards.” Their chief,
v Pedeor admiring 8 cutlass which
S Lrada ‘u_"_..)v; Mk {‘l':,pl‘e,‘z‘i(}lﬂ'édyi‘t to (l)e
*ciner, upon whieh he 1w returi gave Drake
four lurge wedgis o8 gold.:
‘these: into the -common’ s
' e who:bear the chai,
oyage on iy cretit, s
Itinase advantage ‘the voyage.
1isigncces honouraliy

.8
ta

credit. -~ Soon -after, he fitted out thiree
frigates, and served as'a volunteer on the
coast of Ireland. Upon bis return‘he was
introduced by Sir Christopher atton to
Queen Elizabeth. Drake now proposed
to make & vovuge to the South Seas,
through the Straits of Magellan, so called
after a Spaninrd who had 'a short time
before discovered their existence. My
tyoung readers must consult their maps to
'see their situation,  This project. which
{ had never been attempted by any English-
man, was well reegived ; the Queen fur.
nished the means, and volunteers came 'in
readily.  He only had five small vessels
and 164 men, and with these he set sail on
the 13th' Deer. 1377, After agood many
delays; on the 20th of August he entered
the Straits of Magellan which he pussed
through on the 25th of the following
month. e then sailed along the western
const of Aweriea, wuntil he resched the
Bth degree ot north latitude, trying to
discovera passage back into the Atlantie,
but without suceess,  Refore loaving, he
landed and called the country New Albion,
taking possesion ol it in the nawe ot his
Sovereign, after which he departed and
reached Plymonth on the 3rd of Novew-
ber 1760, having suiled round the world
inabout two years and  ten muaths.

rc' .

Queen Flizabeth visited his ship soon
Patter his arvival, and conterred on him the
f‘{hnnmu‘ of kuighthood.  The ship in
{ which he made his vavage was ordered to
ibe preserved, and at last, when it was
goine to decay, a chair, made out of the

planks was preseated to the University of

(Oxford,  Sie Franeis Drake  behaved
‘with s usual skill and gallantry upon
«several subsequent oceasions, and when
;the reat Spanish Armada was threatening
:the English shores, of which a more par-

ticular avcount is eiven in the sketel off

Lord THowvard of Eflingham, Drake was
appointed Viee-Admiral under that dis.
tinmuished commander, and contributed
much to the overthrow of the Spanish
Aeet,

Ie contirned to be actively empioyed
until the end of his life, and died on board
his ship an the 2¥th of Jany. 1593, much
lamented by the nation.

ApMiraL Braxe.—Robert Blake  ac-
guired great renown during the time when
Otiver Cromwell governed England under
the title of Protzetor. e was born in the
vear 1350 at:Bridsowater in Somersetshire
amd finished his edueation at the University
of Oxtord, where he obtained the degree of
B AL Daring the vivil wars which zoon ats
tor broke ont, Blake attached himself o) the
party opposed “th the “onrty and behaved
wit's much eonraz 5 still he was unwilling
to bring the King to trial, and declared  the
meastire ileeuls Inthe year 1652, he wag
apnoiateilsole admiralyan] entirely defeated’

! " thiree suceessive: ’

N

s over the Diteh A
b e insale i

which
Liaud reso-

they had iy uad by Hichob
tma’ condiiet hoee: whine susthined:
the honour of s < fimr and cansed it
vhere tobe treated with gront resprets
staction was a4 most suceesful attiek
on the Seanish flaet at Santa Cruz in Apeil,
1657, In the =ommer of the sume year,
finding By heaidh tadline, he  returned to
England. and disd outhe 27:h of fugos,
justoas e owas entering Piymouth Sound.
He was buried, at the public expense, in
Westminster Abbey, -GS,

Lonmp Rovuyey is anothwer of the com-
manders distinguisiied in the history of the
Bricish Navy. e was the sonof 'a naval
ofieer in mueh favour with King George
L, and his father recuived an early prsasice
of prumotion for the hov. if ke were hesnght
up o the Navy. In 17310 when e was
only thirty-three vears old, e had advaneed
tothie rankt of Commo lore, and inthe course
of the war with France which hroke out
soou after, he became Rear-Admiral, and
it was fouid that he was nat uideservisg of
the vapid promation be had obtined,  He
took the istand of Martinique in 1762, and
was highly hanoured for his important ser.
vices ; but in his private fife e was so ex-
travagant that he was obligul 1o live in
France in order o be out of the reach of
his creditors ¢ the viee of gambling caused
him lis greatest difentiies.

When Fraree ok part with the Am-
erican Provinees in the: revolutionary  war,
naval commarders of reputation were ‘s
much wanted, that Rolney’s seevices woese
sought, - and ro mach the wore, as the
French King would have beea very gl
to give him ciployment ; which, however,
the British seaman. indignantly. - refused.
Arrangements were made with his creditoss,
and he went ta sea in command of a squa-
dron with which, in thie year 1780, he took
aineteen Spanizh Tranaports, and soon after
obtained the viclory over thé Spanish fleet.
and greatly refieved the hard pressed garrison
of . Gibraltar under General Eliott (see last
Bevean).  He: continued  renderinyg. great
services i thie war, the  last of ‘which way’
his - victory . over ‘the’ French ~ Admiral
Count do Grasse whom' he took prisoner,
in 1782, Péace was concluded soon after,
Rodney was advanced to the peerage by the
title of Baron : Rodney -of - Stoke,-and ; pro-
moted: to’ the ‘rank:of Vice Admiral.i A
pension of - £2000:was sewled .upon him

year 1792,

aid - his 1o successors.:
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On Monday morning last, sbont nine

duced - considerable “exeftement in the
conmumty,

following the law of gravity, suddeily

within its-hosom, burying all the wntor.

great was the pressure of the stmosphere,
occasioned by this
out from the mouth
as from a cannon, a traiy of curs with a
siderable distance. -
moved by mountain power, and you will
torm a very correct blea of the Dblast.

record,  The remaining fourteen  are
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rom the light of day.

working them.

1,2

t e §

are bulow it,

mines.

ramifications.

between strata of slate.
mining is, to cut out and remove the

made of sections of trees, cut ot a suitable
length,  As fastas the coal s removed,
the. lateral  branches' of the road  are
abandoned, and the main avenues pushid
on to-the coal beyond.  In .this way the

half under: the mountain, )
extend - that - distance. "About "4 mile
Arom’ the mouth of mine No. 1 an _
was cutto the surface, upan jnclined plane,
by whish access could be had 1o the s
fiee o, tha earthy

end i

and the roads

4

escape Lo those withi,
As {ast us the coal is
teular careis taken lo

remioved, no par-
SUpport the tnuss
ubovi, in the chambers ‘'which are aban:
donad ; the props are left o decay that
tiie rack and earth may praduadly seuje
down aud Al up these cavitics, as it has

done in former instnces; but care
takien to gunrd the main avenue to the
<oul from being thus obstructed.

Tire coul lies beneath a wass of slate
ahove the siate is the sand stone rock,
and above this are the gravel and soil. |
have often uoticed, in passing throngh
the mines, that many of the ends of the
props, -which support the slate aboye,
were shivered like a broou, from the vast
pressure on them; and [ never saw this
mdication without thinking ‘what miglt
happen, should the mass from above take
a notion sauddenly to deseend, and always
breathed easier when had passed through
the minesand emerged to the light of day.

Symploms of the working of the mass
abuve had been for some time observed ;
and these symptoms had greatly nereased
for a few days previous to the calastrophe,
Every thivg was done which could be
done in these circamstances to avert dan-

‘ger. No agne supposed it possible that the
rock above would prove so firm, or that |

it would settle saddenly or in a mass,
Uuly a lew of the workmen, of whom
there are nearly four hundred employed
in the mines, had gove in on Monday
morning, when Mr. Clarkson, the super.

Aintendent, discovered - the ominous  ap-

pearunces, and ammediately - set - some
nands 1o work in propping up the slate.

O coming out of the 'mines, about 8§
w’cloek, he met Mr. John Hosie, (who'is

Jwell Known on the Croton water works as

one ol the ablest masons, and who hax
been in'the Hudson and Delaware Canal
Co's:employment. for about-a year, pre.
paring - himsei to ke charge of the new

Le

amifie the mnines together,

when instantly - the ‘mountain over ks
heud . deseended withan“awful crush of
cevery. thing which . opposed ity progress,
and : shot” down “over him, filling up the

“He died:in . the’
e [ double, feaving not u foot o ‘space ' het

road. with-ernshed coal and bendiiig  him

i

o'clock, au accident occurred in the coal
mines ot the Delaware and Huydson Canal
Company, nt. Carbondale, which has pro-

Alarge portion of the hill
or wountiin into whieh the mines extend,

descended on the houey~comb cuvities

tunate individuals, within its veach, Very
many acres descended in amass; amd so

descent,” as to shoot
of oune of the mines,

horse and a boy, throwing them to a con-
Think of « bellows

Painful to relate, fitteen individuals were
beneath the descending mass, only one ot
whow bas had the good fortune to eseape ;
and his adventures exceed every thing on

buriud alive, if not erushed, and may be
now hopelessly wandering in those gloomy
beyond the reach of huiman aid,
and shut out forever, in all probability,

To present a distinet idea of this oc-
currence, 1 wmust first give a brier des.
eription of the mines, and the manuer of
There are several open.
ings to the coud, which are numbered as
3, 4, &e; two of them are above
the bed of the Lackawana, and the others
These openings are holes
in the side of the Wil about six feet by
eight, and are the main entrances to the
i From these mouths are roads
leading into the interior of the mountains,
following the dip.ot the coal, sometimes
aseemding andsometimes deseending. The
extent of the mining operations will be
perceived from the fact that there are
thirty-five miles of railroad laid wnder
ground, in the bosom of the mountain,
meluding the main roads with all their

'T'he coal lies in a horizontal stratum of
from four to six oreight feet in thickness,

‘The methoed or

coal, leaving only piers of it to support
the bill above, aided by wooden props

coal” has been removed for a nule and &

+ L anair-hole’

is

mines 1o be' opened - below - Carbondale,)
and toldhiny that be bad better wait till
oukl go with him, and they woukl ex.’

- Mro Hoste went on, - howevyer, inl_d No.
2; intending “10° join' Mr. Clarkson’. pre. |
sently, “and had procceded about a mjle

T
L hbieblptdnpelmavi i

tween the solid mass above, and - the
crushed ¢oal ibelow, - The (“Sl:lll(‘.‘(! dos.
eended was he beight of “the nitnes or
from six to cight feet,  Su great was® the
pressure of the air that it produced a
painful sensation as i€some sharp Justra-
went had been thrust into his ears. = All
was total darkness, tevery-light in the
wine being instantly extinguished, Ever
and anon the thunder ot the ™ falling
masses roarad throngh the caverns, Alter
waiting a suitable length of time for the
rocks to cease fidling,  Mr. Hosie - hegan
to remoyve the louse waterial around. him
and to ereep.  He tried one way and it
was closed, 1Te then proceeded in the
other direction ;. and after nine  hours
incessant toil, creeping, removing loose
coal “wnd slate, and squeezing - himsell
pust obstacles, he' made his way into the
open mine, - Here he tried to strike a
light, but his matches had become damp
and would not ignite, He  then felt
around him and discovered by the rail-
road that, instead of making his way out,
he had goue turther into ‘the mine, and
was cut off’ from o return by the mass
which bad settled down upon the road.
He then bethought him of the air hole,
and attempted to reach it ; but that pas-
sage had been erushed in and closed,
Being in the vicinity of the mining. ope-
ratious, he found some powder and spread-
ing it on the floor, endvavoured with a
pick to ignite it, but could not. e
tound also a can of oil, which he reserved
i case of necessity to use for food.

Al was total dackness, and the part of
mountain over bim was also  settling,
throwing off huge pieces of slate and ex-
posing him to immunent danger at every
step; for but a part of the mass above
had come down at onee, and the other

™
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PANY, of Hurtfordy Cto, and is now prepared
to" take, risks against Vire—Ihis oluca. hay
now an - Ageney cin Monirenly which has hpgy
in operation for the last 20 yewrs; hay begy
abways prampt and liberal in settlement . of
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NERVOUS HEADACHE  AND DEAFNESS CURED,

WY THE USE OF

[atronized by Recon:
the mended by
ROYAL FAMILY TUY Mosp
or Ewminent
Gieeat 35uf» PHYSICI
taln, ANS,
Forils eflicacy iu removing Disorders incident

to the

EYES AND EIEAD,
Tre Torewes, Urn Dec., 1844,

This Scientific Medical Reviewer made (he
following eritique on Gramstone’s Fve: Sxu FE,
demonstrating its powertul influence on these
delicate organs, the Fye and Far,

Guinstoxe’s By Sxere.—Derhaps there
is no one thing that has effected so much good,
and that in so pleasant a manner, as Grip-
stone’s Kye Soufl'; and we are really surprised
that it has not commanded mere attention froy
the medical profession, for although we are
aware that same eminent professors of the me-
dical ait have taken advantage of its useful-
ness, there are many who, however they
might be convinced of its wiility, prescribe it
nothecause it is'a simple remedy that might,

danger, Mr. {losie protected himsell as
well as he eould ; he wound up his watch,
and felt the time by the hands, - He also
with a picce “of chalk wrote iu ditferent
places his name and'the hour when he
was at certain points,  Being ‘in total
darkness, however, he missed hig way,
but was enubled through his uequaintance
with the mines to set himsolf right,  He
first tried to reach No. 1, but aiter toiling
to that road, tound that it also  was
erilied ., s only chanee seemed
then 1o proceed at right angles with the
niin arteries of the mines and’ pass over
o No. 3, and this he labourad to do in
accordanee with his best judgment.

At one time he  passed through  a
marrow entrance fato a. chamber, wud in
endeavouring to creep out ot the other
side, - he was caughe inwcnarrow place: by
| the hull above settting down upon him,
and remained'in this position wa lour,
expecting - to-die “there.. - But’ another

thie:

iterialy

around “him, ‘and  heywas
“himsgelf and draw { ok
hamberof the imine. T re
wwever, o the hole . by - whic
ted-his eutratee; he found 1

fwas compelled to-hunt'amew passage dnd
Asidly o dig his way ont with his” hands!
~Thus, atter working . for ‘more than
thirty six hours, "he at length reached
No. 3y where he rested, and then when
the hill bad partaily coused it working,
prozecded toward the mouth of the mines.
(00 Ins way he met Mr. Bryden, one of
{the supermendents, whoe, with his men,
Pwas exploring the cavers with lights, in
ssearei of hin g and at about five o'clock
w the morning he emerged to the light
ol duy, having been given up as dead,
and been inearcerated in utter darkness
beneath a settling mountain for forty-
cight hours.—Mr, Hosie told mie many
of these particulars, and the others 1
gleaned from the principal oflicers of the
company, to whom they were narrated.
At one time Mr, Hosie saw lights at a
distance, but they soon vanished.  ‘They
were the lights of men in No. 3, seeking for
him.  These lights however assured: him
thut he was pursuing the right course.—
Mr. Hosie's hands were scratched and
cut up by working, s0as to be completely
covered with sores, He never for one
moment lost ‘his self-possession, and to
this fact, added to his tact and perse-
verance, is to be aseribed his deliverance,
There were about forty men in the
mines when. the catastrophe occurred,
and the twenty six who “éscaped owed
their preservation, in a great measure, to
Mr. Bryden, oue of the superintendents,
who conducted them out - with great
coolness . and self.possession, while “por-
tions of the hill, others than those which
first fell, were settling down around them.
anu'niug .that~one’ poor:Irish lubourer,
who had been struck down by a slate, was
left, with his leg Lroken, he went back
alone and brought him out.” - Sometimes
he was compelled to ereep, and draw the
min after -him, through crevices which
were soon after closed by. the settling of
the hill. * Tn tivo hours ‘more- the whole
had shut dowi, ‘5o that ‘i’ he “had “been:
left, his death'would have been inevitable.
Thanks “toMr. Bryden for his coolness,
intrepidity and, hawianity,.— Letter from
the: feeor: My, Ltowland, in the. Nerw-
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seemed likely to tollow,  Sensible of his'
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on a future cccasion, be resorted to withoyt
{their aid.  Tndependently of its usefulness in
“removing pains in the head and inflammations
of the eye, it is a plensant stimulus to the
_nhose, so that those who use it combine pleasure
i with profit, and: we can searcely understand
Yhow snuff-takers can forego its advantages for
icmnpounds that in many cases possess only he
recommendation of being foreign. . We wonld
tecommend every one requiting its aid totry
Mr. Grimstone’s Snuff, and we feel convinced
that they will be grateful to Mr. Grimstone for
the talent he has displayed in forming his ey-
cellent compound, and to ourselves for calling
their atteuntion to it.
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this Foundry. ’
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of waiting upon the Trade ; in the meantime,
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Oll Type taker in Exchange at 6d- per
Pound. .
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