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Gladden, answers this in part. What
training in thrift do the children in
the homes she speaks of receive from
their mothers ?

Especially would alittle practical training in
domestic economy be useful to the girls of this
clags. Most of them are destined to be wives
and mothers, and the (uestion whether the
household shall live in pinching want or in
comparative comfort often depends on the
skill and thrift of the wife and mother.
Here, for example, is a table with miuute
accounts of the expenditure for five weeks
ot thirty families in London; and the ex-
hibit is a forcible illustration of the lack of
thrift which accompanies poverty. One family
with an income of about five dollars a week,
made seventy-two different purchases of tea
during the five weeks. Inasmuch as this fam-
ily never took more than two meals a day at
horue, it is evident that they never bought more
than a single drawing of tea at a time ; seventy-
two purchases of tea in thirty-five days is two
purchases a day (Sundays included), and two
extra. Of these thirty families, it is evident
that quite a number went to the grocery every
day of their lives—not a few of them several
times a day. This hand to mouth existence is
at enmity with thrift; it is scarcely possible
that any family should escape from poverty
until it learns wiser methods of expenditure.
That many of these helpless people are pitifully
ignorant of the alphabet of domestic economy is
plain enough ; is it not possible to give the girls
in industrial schools, some practical instruction
in this most important art?

She pleads for the poor. But the
rich need also a pleader. In how few
of our wealthy homes is the mother
capable, if able, to instruct her daugh-
ter ? From homes, wealthy and poor
alike, go out each day into new homes
girls without one truly wise idea of
the work or government of a home, to
say nothing of the duties of a mother.

Now that we have faced the two
startling defects in our system, we
come to the question of remedial mea-
sures, In the remedy of the second
defect lies the remedy of the first, and
the solution of the great domestie
problem, the servant girl question.
To remedy the tirst defect, we demand,
for certain years in the life of our
gitl, less brain work—more physical
work. To remedy the second, less
brain work—more physical—is de-
manded, and it, therefore, seems the
natural remedy for the first.

The missing link is between public
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school and high school. In every

town we would establish a training

school for young women, in which all
the practical duties of housework
should be taught professionally and
done practically. This school might
become partly self-supporting, if neces-
sary, by work done for others than
the pupils, We would have the course
two years, with examinations, sessional
and terminal, and a final test examina-
tion which should determine the di-
ploma granted. To this school should
be admitted all desirous of entering
the high school further on, and those
who desired to take only the practical
course. We would have it a Govern-
ment school, just as the public and
high schools are, under Government
control. We would have attendance
compulsory in the same sense as that
in which our present school system is
compulsory.

Many objections may be raised, but
they all may be answered.

Some of the advantages of these
technical schools for women, other
than those already pointed out, we
mention. Tomany homes would hope
and joy be born when from this school
would come to the side of the toil-
worn mother, a daughter intelligently
enthusiastic over housework, and full
of the new and best methods of work,
new recipes, and new labor-saving de-
vices. Her home would be her sphere
of labor, and contentedly would she
stand in her place as daughter. From
homes of misery and filth would be
drafted relays of girls who, under the
guidance of their teachers, would be-
come true home-makers, skilled in
laundry-work, baking, cooking, house-
work in general, sewing and mending,
and forever after benefited by the
systematic training received. From
these schools would go out women
well fitted to rule a home, and women
well fitted to serve. Instead of ignor-
ant, thoughtless, inconsiderate mis-
tresses, we would have an army of
well-trained wives and mothers, and,
side by side with them, an army of



