
WHO WROTE S1A)KESPEARE'S PLÂYS

sttled by Farmer'L0amous es-
1767, before the Baconian pro-

ever arome. Accordiug to the
3hakespeareans Shakespeare was
jorant yokel. Some o! thern even
that he could write his namel
*bviously impossible, they say,
this insu could have possessed
,holarship and kuowledge, espe-
of Greece aud Reone, whieh the

inanif est. Ilow eould he
the itty court ladies and gen-

ii o! the comnedies, or know that
nlce there was a place called the
), or a common ferry called the
mti Row did hie obtain an lu-
s knowledge of the eastle of El-
pi The Anti-Shakespearealis

on the. general ignorance per-
Ig the. towu o! Stratford;- ou the
that Shakespeare'8 father, wife,
dauighter made their marks in

o! signing; on the absence o!
preof that the boy was ever at
lord gramrmar sehool.
w the extremne Bacoulaus ob-
ly go too far. If Shakespeare
a more ignorant vokel, it would
bfeu impossible for hlm not only
ive wrltteu the pisys, but even
ave pasmed himseîf off ou his

ýmpraresas their author. But
rhrquestion arises. Is the

4jdge sbowu iu the plays so
ý, ia the. seholarship so accurate,
ws mufit go te, sonicone like Ba-
ror the authorship? By no means.
,t gcholsrship le juat what we do
ind. Shakespear'e pronounices Pos-
,a 'with the long u, sud Androni-
ïitk the short i, mistakes which Bs-
ýertal.nly would neyer have miade.
would Bacon have made Nlenen-
mefer to Galon, sud Illysaea quote
L Platc; ner would he have pise-

rjttebefore the. Trojan war.
reparlk. Gallio, esred for

ofthese things. Iu "The. Win-
hae"oi calls Delphi, Delphos;

es the place an island; and places
e the oracle of Apollo. H. le eb-

, Ielhiwhiéh was nu islaud,
.,i "a fanions for its oracle o

Apollo. Contemp<rary with this
oracle at Deiphosl, acordinig to
Shakespeare. was the artist Giulio
Romano who flourished in the lfith
centitry, Ai.D.! Scott played moine
queer prankg with history iu <'Ivan-.
hoe" and "Keniilwo.rthi", but nothing
to thlis!

Saepeare's kuowledige and svhol-
larship, iu short, are exactly *hat we
should expect froin a very intelligent
youth who had been edueated ln

-uh a free grammar school as exi4t.
ed at Strittford; wbo left ichool early,
and got most of hlm kuowlcdge of thie
Plassies out of translation.,; thouigl
able at need to render a p)age or so of
Latin; and perbapa even, though wltb
more difrieculty, of (]roek. We know
that 'Shakespeare used translations-
a translation of Plaitarch, for in-
stance. Bacon wouild have gone to
the original, not to an Englishi trans-
lation o! a French translation o! the
original. M.Noreover, a knocwloedge of
Latin was much more current in the
world iu 'Shakespeare's day than now; -
and ail the dramnatic writers were
steeped iu the elassies. Wýhoever
wrote the plays o! Shakespeare wes
evidently an ommivorous rentier.«N
dýouibt," says Sir Walter Raleigh, iu
his delightful little book, '-Shakes-
peare ranged up and down the. book-
stails of Paul's churehyvard, browýsing
among the innuinerable morts of ?Eng-
lish books sud mufnite fardels of
printed pamphlets, wherewith, ac-
cording to a conteuiporary, 'this
country is peatered, all shops stuiffed,
and every stuidy fÉirnishied'
Shakespeare was oue of those swift
and masterly readers who know what
they waut of a book; they scoru noth-
ig that la dressed iu print, but turn

ovel! the pages with a quick diseern-
mient of ail that brings themn new in-
formation, or jutups wlth their
thought, or tiekies their !ancy. Such
a reader 'mill perbaps have. dons with
a volume in a f w minutes, yot whs±
he lias taken front it ha keeps for
ycars. Hc ls t tinea 'wrongiy judged
by slower wits to b. a learned mnan.


