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wighes. So may the State of Pras-
sia, in the German Empire. So rnay
eveu the State of New York, in the
Ameriean Commonwealth. King
George V. may threw the whole of
Great Britain into war or revolution
to-morrow if lie wighAf. A recal-
citrant 'attitude on the Parliament
Bill wonld probably, indeed, cause a
revolution of some hind. Who eau
compel hiq baud to inove if lie refuse
te 'nove it hiimeel in the required
directiont It is even open te the
humblest citizen of any state te break
his legally binding contracte if he
wies. Even the Criminal Code does
2lot bind a man against hie wil. The
philoaophy o! the mnatter ie ele-
mentary. The prerogative of free ac-
tion, altho'ugh smietimes attributed
te nations, ie ultimately vested in in-
dividuale atone. Nations have ne
freedom, wliile, on the ether baud, no
power iu existýqe can compel an
individual to do w'hat lie ultimateiy
refuses to do. We prefer, however,
to proceed on the assumption that
men will keep their contracte and
obey the law. Iudleedi, soi-iety could
not exiet on any ether assmption.
'We prefer, therefore, lu this 'natter
o! Canada's relation te Great Britain,
to proceed on the assumptien that
Canada wiil lionourably perform lier
obligations. The question again le
not what Canada may do, but what
in boueur and in law ehe ought te do.

Mr. Ewart next discusees the rela-
tion of Canada to Britishi wars. Here
also lie maintaine that Canada lias
plainly aseerted lier independence o!
Great Britain. This contention lie
bases for the moet part on certain
declarations made by Canada and
Australia at the Conference o! 1902
and upon another declaration made
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier lu the Cana-
dian Hlouse o! Conunons lu 1910. By
this latter declaration the Premier o!
Canada declared that we ehall or
i*hil not take P>art iu Britishi wars

are also liepelessly wide of the mark.
The mark ie that we are already, by
more force of our colonial relation-
ship, exposed to attack by the enemnies
ef. Great Britain. Se long as we re-
main a Britishi célony every acre o!
Canadian soul and cvery Canadian
port le hiable te be made a Britishi
battlefield. lIt le the very existence
o! the Colonies, indeed, and the pros-
pect that they may eventually unite
with the Motherlaud'into a powerful
federation which forme the chief pro-
voking cause o! jealousy !elt towards
Great Britain by ether nations. The
'nost probable cause of any attaek
whidh miglit lie made upon Great
l3ritain would be, therefore, to separ-
ate lier and her colonies and thue
prevent ail poseibility of this proud
federation ever coming te mnaturity.
In sudh a war, indeed, Canada would
lie especiaily iuterested. No one can
look at the map, and, noting Can-
ada's strategie position between two
oceans, lier vast territory and re-
sources, and the almost unlimited op-
portunity she offere o! Britishi expan-
sion, and net draw the conclusion
that an attack upon Great Brit<ain
virtuaily means an attack upon the
Anglo-Canadian union. Should war
be made upon Great Britain now the
first point o! attack nilght well b.
the Port o! Halifax, in Nova Scotia,
the obvions purpose being to eut off
Great Britain's food supply froma
Canada, te prevent lier usiug Nova
Scotian coaling stations, aud te pre-
clude any possible dispatdli o! slips,
men, or arme from. Canadian ports.
If the seat o! war were the Orient
our Pacifie porte would alse b. care-
f uily watelied by the euemy lu order
te prevent the transport o! Britishi
fran over Canadian railwavs. a


