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The month of December of this year closes the eighth
volume of the Cavapuyx ILLUsTRATED Nuws, under the
most favourable auspices. The psaper has not only re.
tained the success which it enjoyed from its i'nception,
but it has gone on adding to its popularity, and, at the
beginning ofa new year, finds itself with a large and

STEADILY INCREASING CIRCULATION.

This state of things is ro far satisfactory that we have
been encoutaged to introduce new and important im-
provements both in the management and editorial com-
position of the paper. Henceforward, particular attention
will be given to

REGULAR DELIVERY,

50 that newsdealers in all parts of the Dominion will be
punctually served, and readers may rely upon having
their paperin good time, every week. Experience shows
that, while this country is well provided with a daily
press, there is an ample field for the development of
weekly family papers, which shall embrace, besides the
usual amount of literary matter, a comprehensive account
of the current events of the day. It is our ambition to
take rank with the best weekly papers of Britain and the
United States, in both ability and influence, and our new
arrangements to compass this end sre complete. Our
political course will be, as usual, independent and zon.
partisan.

LITERATURE,

in its lightest and most attractive phases, such as saerials,
short stories, sketches, and poetry, will receive unremit-
ting attention; and an immense variety of miscellaneous
matter will be furnished in every issue. .

The specilic character of the paper will be maintained
in the department of ‘

ILLUSTRATIONS.

We have every facility for producing them in a style that
defies competition. Besides the pictorial representation
of interesting incidents all over the world, we shall con-
tinue our gallery of PorTralTs of male and female celebri-
ties. Occasionally an Aar.Pierore from one of the maas-
ters will be produced, and the periodical Fassiox Prats
will appear at appropriate seasons. Itiz intended also to
make a specialiy of '

CABTOONS,

setting off leading events of the dsy. These will be fin-

- ished in a style of high art, and, from their historical in.
terest, will form a collection worth preserving.

In addition, then, to a sumemry of curren: events,

political intelligence, religious news, literary, scientiic,

and artistic progress, the readers of the Ca¥apiaN ILLUs-
TRaTED NEWs will have a weekly series of pictures and
sketches =0 disposed as to promote, Jn the highest degree,
the great desideratum of art culture.
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In pregenting our readers with the Christmas number of the

Caxaoray Tirtsreatep Nrws we take the occasion of thank-
" ing them for the past support and enbourage;nent tbeykhuye
given us and of renewing our promises for the futare. In our
programme printed above will be found the principal features
we are desirous of giving to the Nxws, No pains will be
gpared to make ita hrigm and readable paper and & welcome

guest in the home circl‘e'.r With this ndmbe: we . closy our

sighih vblum«-, hoping in @ ninth to renew our relations with

our pro:écnt readers and make maoy pew acquain‘tadces.k To
all our patfons we ‘wish the merriest of Christmases and the

‘bappiest of New Years,

~ THE FLANEUR,

1t is no use lameating the deray of the old customs which
our jolly forefathersobserved at Christmas-tide. Times change
aud men change with them, Besides, it is n serious question
whether we do not enjoy ourselves at this season just as much
as our ancestors did,  Evenif tho element of uproar and
rovstering is taken in, 1 believe wo make as good & show as
any of the old revellers of ten centuries ago. ‘ -

But there is one practice I should like' to see revived and
that is the yule or Christmas candle. Thiz was a caudle of mon:
strous size which shed its light on the festive-board: during
the evening, and served as un accompaniment to the yule log.
It is stated that, in the buttery of St. Johu's college, Oxfurd,
an ancient candle socket of stone still remains, adorned with
the figure of the Holy Lamb, It was formerly used fov hold-
ing the Christmas candle which, during the twelve nights of
the Christmas festival, was burned on the high table, at
supper.

The French Canadians have a queer practice on Christmas
Eve, which 1 fancy very much just at present, but which,
possibly, I should relish less if 1 were an old pater-familias
with a bevy of pretty daughters ou my bands. Under the plea
of gatheriug alms for the poor of the parish, the young bucks
go from house to house, in various fantastic disguises and
sing what is popularly known as la gntoilais,

The opening strophe {8 very modest:

Ron soir. le maftro et 1a maftresse
Et tous les gens de la maison,
Ovex In voix do 1a detresss
Dans vetto tant triste saison,

Kt pi, et vi, eh, eh.

Veuillez bien wn'donner

Votre fille ajade

A embrasser!

Now, there is certainly somie wit iu a custom llke this and
it ought, by all means to be retained.

The ides of the midnight mass ig full of poetry. Men of all
creeds are touched by it. And the old mediwval chants which
accompany it have the ring of the teue heart’s devotion. 0O
Filid et filiz is siwmple and quaint as a nursery song, The Adeste
Jfideles ranks in pathos and sublimity with the Dies Irxe and the
Stadat Yater, And yet the Epglish have managed to valgarize
it by makingita funeral march, playedon fifes at the bucialof
soldiers. And, still worse, the German stodents useitasa drink.
ing song, to the words of one of Horace's odea, At that mid-
night hour, the tradition was that all animals, both wild and
domestic, got dowe upon their knees to adore their new born
Saviour, and tbe cock crew aund thence continuously till dawn,
in order to scare away all manner of evil spirits. Shakspeare
refers to this beautifully, in H.miel:

# Tt faded on tho erowiag of the cock.
Some say, that ever "gainst st season comes,
Wherein our Saviour’s birth is eelebrated.
The biri of dawning sizgeih =il nigh: long:
And then. thry say. no apiciz can walk abroad;
The nights ave whelesona; then no planets strixe,
No fairy taksa, not witvs hath power to charm,”
So hallow'd snd 30 gracions is th3 time,”

Out with your socks to-night, little beanties! T.ot them be
long and deep.  To-morrow, you will find them filled with

good things. ' No matter who triogsthem, Don't be inquisi.
tive, Leave that virtue to your mammas. Oaly be sure that

the toys and the sweets will be there. In Germany, it is
Krishkinkle (a corruption of Christ-Rindlein, or the Infant
Christ) ; in Saxon times it was Peleuicho!, or Nicholaa with
the fur, and in France, it is simply L' Enfant Jesus with that
aweet face which Sanzio or Guido Reni have given him.

Did you pever hear of the game of Snap-dragon. It was
played on Christmas Eve, all through Britain, not more thana
century 830, -

ean to taks hix toil,
nap! Dragon!

Hers he comes with faming howt,

Take cure you don't take ton mush,
Be not greedy in your eluteh,
Snip! sSnap! Dragon!

With bis bine and snapping tongue
Mapy nf you will he siroog,
Stuipi Snup bragoni

For ba snaps at all that comes
‘ Enatching at his fease of pinme,
B Snip! Snap! Dragunt

But old Christmnas makes him como,
Thoigh he lsuke s fee! fa ! fum!
Boip! Ssapl Dragon! -

Den’t ‘ee foar him, be but bofd,
Qnut he goes, his 8 unex are cold,
Snip! Snap! Dragan!

The Chriatmas Carol ! what music in the very name. Wiat
gweet memories are attached to it from the davs of Cedmon
down to those of Charles Dickens, It ias associated with the
tinkling of sheep bells, the song of the shepherds and the
hymning of the planets as they revolved around the magical
star of Buthlehem. Oar literatnre 15 full of these carols,  Let
me close my paper with only a fow versus taken from Herrick :

s« Tell us, thou elenr nnd hisaveniy tongua,
Whiers in the babe that latety sprung?
“Lies he the lily-banks nnong ¥

P

Or say, if thi4 new Birth of onrs

sleeps. Iaid within an arx of lowars,
Spangled with dew tight; thow canst olear
All deutts, nnd innifust tha where.

Declare to ng, bright star, if wo shall gotk
Him io the morni: g'= blushing cheok,

- Qr search the be is of 5;5icas through,
To find bim oud??”

ALMAVIVA:

NEW BOOKS,

In a former number we drew attention to the issup §
Mesars, Harper ‘& Bros,; of a new edition: of Wilkie Co'ling
works, A< Mr. Collins f# now in this country, the opporty
nity“will doubtless: be seizod by many to obtain copies of h(;
charming books, -In addition to the two volumes alresq
mantioned, ¢ 'The Woman  in- White,” and * Pgor Migg
Finch,” "two more, * B.-sil,* and “The Dead Secret)'* hay,
appenred.  The volumnes of this edition appear monthly. "They
are printed in large type on tine white paper, are beatly und
plentifully illustmted, and are ‘uniformly bound in green
cloth with gold tettering. The four numbers now publisheq
would make a handsome and apptopriate present,

The lst of Chri<tmas books would not becomyplete withiyt
something from Miss Alcotl. AuntJo bas won her way intg
s0 tany hrarts aud homes by her good humour, her kindty
spirit, and her plain but wisniug roanuer, that"her silenge at
the fostive season would be luoked upsn as littly short of 4
public calamity. This year her many ndmirers nre fortunately
not doomed t» be disappoiuted. The third of the Scrap-Bag
Series t hns mindo its appearance, {n the formof a set of pretty
tales for children, told with all the sparkling vi:acity which
stamps thiz authors works, There is a story aflent of a 1,
boy who whle bis mother, a lady of 1he G adgrind specie:
waa purchasing some heavy books for his especinl benefit, stole
round to the bookseller and asked him if he had n-t any workg
for bad little boys who didu't ke heavy books. For wmall
people whia are, or vught to be, of this ittle L ¥'s opinjon
resprcting - heavy bocks, Aunt Jo was sepecially isvenud,
Prople who are not already acquiinted with this excelient
lady and are fond of seeing children e:joy themselves, wily
do well not to let the festive season pass by without intredye-
fug her to their houscholds.

Among the prominent foreign divines who attended the
meetings of the Evangelical Altiance, at New York, in October
last, was Dr. Christlich, Profeeror of Thrology and Univesity
Preacher, at Bonn, whoss paperon the Best Methods of Coun.
teracting Modern Infidelity—which appeared at the time in
the Tribune, made a great impreasion.  Messrs. Harper &
Bros.- have since repredaced this paper in bosk form. In
this number we content gurseives witha mere aliusion to the
volume, reserving & more, extended totice for » future oc-
casion.

H. H. has acquired an eaviable reputation as a writer, and
her studies of travel contain many a gem of rare merit,
Not satisfied, however, with her suceers in that branch of an,
she hae imitated the example of Bayvard Taylor aud Hawells,
and devoted herself to the cultivati o of the muse. The
voiame before us § contrins a very large numbor of thort
poems, many of which bave already appeared in the Muge.
rines, Their general character is unquestionably above
mediocrity, while several of the cotapositions are of rare merit
and more than sullicient to justifs Jel n Hunt in her
ambition ts rank amoong the minor poeets of Amesic,
“ Amreeta Wine " is ono: of those to which we muy refer.
“ (Foone” i3 treated with a anuljptor's skill,  Our rale is
looking over a new volnme of verse i to search fura new

1

thought, or a well turned sentiment, which betrays at loasta
littie originality of treatmeat, Without zome auch, in the
present plethom of verse, no book is worth reading, We
find such in the following short prem:

COMING ACHOSS,

Every aail is full sel {0 the sky
And the sea blsxe with Llight,
And the moon mid her Vieging glides in
As 5t Ursula might:
And the throb of the pulse never stops,
In the heart of thoe ship,
As Rer merures of walsr and fice
Nhe drinke down ata eip.
Yet ] never exn think, as fii.e,
And vo wenrily toss,
That hy saint. ar by star, or by ship,
{ 'am comivgacross;

But by Light which ] knoww (0 doar epan
t are Lent on the aea,

And the toush [ ramember of hanids.
That are waiting for me.

By the light ‘af the eye, I conld eome,
If 1hx dare showld ali fail ;

And 1 think. if the ship should go dawn,
That the hands would prerail.

Ah tmy darlings. you never will know,
ttow I pined 1o the loss

Of you ali, and how breathless and glad
{ am coming acros, )

A really thoughtfully conatrneted bigh class Christmas
atery is a suffici-nt mrity. The appearwen of such sn in-
frequent bird will therefore be bailcid with delicht by readers
of all clagses, - We have given a careful perusal to Mr, Hale's
new book ¥a~d we are bappy tobe able 10 say that the antici-
pationa raised by the patme of the anthor have been vory cum-
pleteiy realized,  #1In-His Name,” Is a story of the twelfth
century, the scenn of which is laid ut Lyous ard the neighbour-
hood. - The plot is simple enough. A Floventine dostor, one
of the initiates of the rocicty of the Poor Men of Lyons, is
ealled in to attend a merchant's daughier who has been
poisoned, He finds the cnase beyond his xkill and sends for
bis old master Jean of Lugio, a protcrived and execommaunicats
priest of reformiuyg tendencies, who in spite of the diticulties
that beset him oo every slde suceeeds in mak ng his way from
bis hiding place iu the mountains to thecity, and in restoring
the dying chi d to itsa mother, " The main interest of the story
Hegia therepeated mishape that threaten to delny the messes-
gees eent for him snd Lig'own coming, all of which wre hap-
pily averted by the uee of the watchwords of the Poor Mrn
of Lyons, viz.,, “For the love of Christ.” and “In His Narne"
The characters are skilfully dmwn ; the puersecuted: but brave,
bardy, God-fearing priest; bloff, coarse Montferrand, and his
gentle wife Lady Alix; pretty Felicle whose illness changes

her father's hard-fintedness and hard-hearteduess into generosity
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