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WHAT TRUTH SAYS

A o days ago those Laidon papera which
arc supposcd to voico the scntiments of the
British Goverrmont on national and inter-
nationnl questions, contained editorial ro-
ferences strongly condemning tho policy of
tho United States Government in relation to
the Bohring Sea difficulty. Thé London
Times declares, * that tho order to despatch
American cruisers to Bebtring Sea smacks
too much of the methods of t'ie first Napoleon
in dealing with weak statcsmen and that if
the ordor is oxecuted British men-of-war
must follow. We can only imagine,” ho
T'imes continues, ** that pressure from Irish-
Amcricans has induced Mr. Blaine to with-
draw from lis npparent desire for a diplo-
matic settlement.  We belicve England will
ngree to aclose time for scalsin the open
sca, but such an arrangement must be inter-
national and cannot be imposed upon the
world by Amerfcan gan-boatsat the bidding
of Mr. Bhlaino.” These strictures have led
the American press to come to the defence
of their govermment's action. Foremost
among the apologists 13 tho New York Sun,
Its defence, which, perhaps, is as strong as
can be madc, conlaina nothing particularly
new as compared with apologies proviously
made. Theold argument of “‘neceskity in the
interest of mankind gencrally, and of Britain
and tho United States in particular” is again
sct up. It says:—*The history of scal hunt-
ing shows that indiscriminato slaughter of
tho animals has always boen followed by
their practical extermination, eTen where
they have been as numerous as they now are
around the Pribylov Islands. Such a result
is against the interests of mankind, and even
particularly ngainst tho intercst of Great
Britian, because ake derives a large income
from theec vory Alaska {urs, which are sent
to Loadon for preparation and sale.” Tho
Sun acouts the idea of any resort to force on
the part of Great Britian, and contends that
should the British government undertake to
forcibly destroy the system of protection
which has been exercised fur the past twenty
years, while the two countrics are trying to
negotitate o scttleinent of thecontioversy, it
would be acting tho part of an apgresser-
It claims that the condition of things in
Behring sea is virtually tho samo as on the
Atlantic coast, save that the position of the
partics concerned is reversed: that thero the
Amcrican fishermen cleim cortain rights
which the Dominion Government refuses to
concede, and the resalt is adiplomaticnego-
tiation between Washington and London.
All this has been urged before and the ana.

. logy ns often shown to be fallacious.

But the chicf intorest of the Sun’s article
contresin tho candor and clearness with
which it states the ground vpon which the
government at Wasington besez its action,
“Onrgoverament,” it asserts “‘ssnot nsis 3ita
power to maintain an exclpsive jurisdiction
over the castern half of Behring Sea.  What
it 18 rally protecling is Dot the ownership
of this vast marincarca, ba. its right in the
herd of soals that fregaent aconple of islands
in thal sea, which islands are unquestionably
its property. Had not theso islands of St

Poul apd St George boep for gencrations

tho rceort of thoso millions of scals, thoy
would have practically no  valuo whatovur.
But-es scal rookeries thoy formeda very
large pert of tho catimated value of
Alaska when that Territory was purchased
by our Government. Xt was then urged, and
it proved to bo true, by purchasing the
rights over these Pribylov Islands and the
Pribylov seal herd, the Goverament could
lonso the islands and the right of taking the
annual increaso of tho seals for money enough
to representa fair intercst on the pricopaid
for Ataska. But the islandswithont the seals
would become nbsolutely worthless ; and yot
the testimony of experts is that if poachers
aropermitted to attackthe sealswith fircarms
as they annually go to and from tho islands,
thoherd will cither bo exterminated or will
bedriven away, and probably to islandswhich
donot belong to the United Statee. The only
athercxisting resort of thefir sealin Behring
Sca is one of much less importance, a group
of islands owned by Russia, and lcased toa
company and protected by her. Thia is the
Amcrican position. Tho Government pro-
tects property which it lias hought at
alarge price, fraan such molestation by
those who have paid nothing as would
not ¢nly render that property common
spoil, but soon destroy it altogether.”
The coolness with which it is assumed that
the purchase of theaforesaid islandainvolves
also the ownerghip of the seals which habit-
ually frequent their shores is matched only
by the arrognncc with which they are reduc-
ing their doetrine to practicc.  That they
have a right to do what they will with those
scals that remain within the limits of their
waterx as recognized by international law—
catch them if they can, or proclaima perpet.
unl clise season--vo one will deny; but
when these free dwellers of the waters assay
to go beyond that limit, they becomoasmuch
the property of one nation or individual as
another, and nonc can sy these arc mine
and I will protect thom.

This wholesale destruction and indiscrim-
innte alaughter by scalers whose mcthods
arc foulty and which result in cxcoptional
Jogsof scal life may be greatly deprecated and
heartily regretted, but the only power thet
cin belegitimately uscd inrestraining themis
moral and not phymical force. Theargument
that tho islands would bocome unprofitable
and worthless if minus the scals, ought
never Lo have been introduced. I the
United States paid too higha price tor
Alasks, providing the Pribylov Island
thould becomne unpredactive, that isa con-
tingency they ought to have thought of
in making the bargain. They may be com-
miserated for having paid too dear for the
Jhistle, but they have no right to commitan
injustico to smve themaelves from the effects
of theirlack of prevision. The nere fact of
stals geing to these banks to breed does not
constitate them the property of tho United
States, any more than the coming of tho fish
into the baysand inlets of our St Iawrence
islandy, makes them Canadian property, with
the right of protecting them wherever thay
may fro. If thisargumentof thoSun, which
is tho argnment of tho authorntics at Wash.
ington, has any force, then Canadn has the
moral right {for of courso the wight the

United States talks about is moral) to pluco
® flcot of ceuisers upon the high sens and
ward off all and sundry who might bo ds-
posed 1o mterfero with tho fish that scck
our s wrcx, What o howl of indignation
would go up were such a suggestion to be
made ! And yet it is only the other agree-
ment with fish in {t instead of seals, If the
Aawnerican press is prudent it will not discuss
thia question on its merits, but will try to
raiso side issues ; for the mnoro plainly it is
stated tho weaker their causeappears.

It would socm that Edison and Bell are not
to be allowed to remain in undisturbed pos-
scasion of the honor which the world has
been begtowing upon them as inventors of
tho telephone. A French electrician, one
Bursual, now claims to havo discovered the
principle and actually applied it twenty
years bofore the genii of the New World put
the idea into practical form. Of course this
dispute can only be settled by an appeal to
history. Meanwhile, the tardy Frenchman
may be a sured that the world will hesitate
to depose from their piace of honor the men
whose names have become 20 closely linked
with this useful modern invention; the mere
especially sccing that there is nothing to
show that the inventors on this side tho
ocean had any hint of what had been
discovered on the other.  Still if the French
genius can cstablish hia claim to priority of
discovery he ought in justice to have his
claim allowed.

If report speaks truly it is possible that
weshall soon have anotber case for inter-
national negotintion. A correspondent at
Little Lorraine, Capoe Breton, sayc+~-Onthe
6th inst. three Awmcrican so'ners cawmo right
into the ontrance of the harbor among
our little fishing boats and hove their seiney
and captured about 600 barrels of mackerel.
Nat content with this they unceremonious.
1y cut away he nets and buoys and any.
thing clsc that happened to comc in their
way to impede them. They caused serions
loas to the fishermen of this little harbor.
A new net belonging to Patrick Burko, an
industrious old man, who struggles hard
for aliving, was cut away and destroyed.
Scveral others shared a similiar fate. These
vesscla were a considerable distance inside
of tho headlands. The fishermen nform
mo that they were no more than a mile out-
gide of the main entrance to this harbor.
The Scnator Morgan andJennic Souvereign,
of Gloucester, wcro two of the vessels,

Conwmderable speculation 1s being indulged
in by European politicians as to the resul’;
should Prince Bismarck be induced to enter
the Reichislag as & private member. It is
stated that a deputation of conservatives
saited on him recently, and offercd him
the candidature of a district rendered vacatit
by the death df its representative.  The

Princo promised to give the proposnl his 4
favorable: consideration, which is t:«ken:qu 97
moan that he will stand. In his powcx;:'n! :

prosence & new grouping of members waidd

wf‘\o

bo almost certain to take Page, ek
probably consist of Condety ;’i{ k3
National Liberals; 53 8 3mfiepvoniid
the modomwl‘muh\_mf_a;o_m ol

would- pmnﬁm(y\ i )

Jandowners, manufacturcs, and bankers,
who arc opponents of the pro-Socialiat pol-
1cy, and would bo certain to rocura thoe sup-
port of a number of Centrists, thus forming
o strong combination.  With such a forco
at his command it is evident that thoe ox-
Cbancellor could make tho path of his suc.
cessor very unpleasant and difficult. That
ho would bo disposed to take advautage of
his power is not probable, however, for
though ho no doubt feels and feels koenly
the blow he has received, the Princo is fiest
of oll n patriot whore love for his country
would not suffer him to imperil her interests
in order to gratify any feeling of revenge for
wounded vanity. Besides, ho is philosopher
cnough to sce that rovenge at such u prico
would be dearly bought.

Whatever economists may think of the
movemeat—and there are few who look upon
it with unmixed approval—thofact is beyond
gameaying that Socinlism has inade wonder-
ful strides in Germany during the lnst
twventy, und especinlly the last ten years.
Numbering 124,635 votesin 1871 they have
grovn to 1,341,587 m 1890, and claiming
one social democratr in parliament at the
former date they now have thirty-five. As
might be supposed this success has greatly
cncouraged their leaders and inspired them
to work the more vigorously for tho final
victory. That the movement should have
made such progress is doubtless owing to the
burdens which the laboring classes, who con-
stitutc the majority in the empire, wero
compelled to bear. Thesc unredressed
gricvances have been rendered more appres.
sive by the mdifference of the rich on
the one hand and the disregard of the
Church on the other. Bat the vote of
February 20 was an cyec-opencr for those
who had no oye o pity or heart
to feel. From the Ewmperor through all
clnsses of society the socinl questions
are now studied as never before.  The inter-
nationa} congress to consider the problems
of labor and the protection of laborers was
of the Kaiser's doings, while ho still shows
himsclfintenf on  securing tho best means . %
for meeting the jost demandsof the ye/™w. “E}
man. The church, too, "+ wcominfi. f 7 -m\
‘Tho religious journals arc fuil of d :jy
of sacialiatic problema. Religious aut!
appeal to Christians to aveud every zg\:&
which tends to promote class dtstmi,’;..-c_ ’
and bring 1ito marked contr.st tho i G
ence hetweed gich a nml poor. In.Berli
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